
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

With apologies to the Beatles, it 
has been a long and winding road get-
ting work started on the Tiger Senior 
Apartments.

Local and state officials gathered 
Thursday, Nov. 21, in the cafeteria of 
the old Paris High School to celebrate 
the beginning of work after an ardu-
ous four years of piecing together 
funding for converting the more than 
a century-old school building into 42 
units of senior apartments. 

A groundbreaking wasn’t appropri-
ate since the building is already stand-
ing so the dignitaries had a wall break-
ing to symbolize the extensive demo 
work needed for tearing out multiple 
remodeling jobs to get the interior as 
close as possible to its original finish.

“We need to be smiling all day,” 
said Paris Mayor Craig Smith. “It is a 
great day for the city of Paris.”

Smith said many people deserve 
credit for keeping the project on track 
and not giving up faith when some 
possible funding sources did not pan 

out. He thanked the Edgar County 
Community Foundation for partici-
pating so the project was eligible for 
historic tax credits. The Paris City 
Council was also thanked for having 
insight of the future possibilities.

According to Smith, the city 
faced two choices after Paris Union 
School District 95 vacated the 
building for the new high school 
on 1200th Road. He said one op-
tion was to panic about such a large 
empty building deteriorating on the 
town’s main street. The other course 
was to be proactive, acquire the 
property and find a use for it. 

“We always thought affordable 
housing would be a good thing for 
this building,” said Smith.

A proven partner stood in the 
wings. Paris had already worked 
with the Laborers’ Home Develop-
ment Corporation in the develop-
ment of affordable rental housing 
with the Maple Ridge I and II apart-
ment complexes near Paris Com-
munity Hospital. 

Smith acknowledged getting 
three affordable housing projects 
with Laborers’ Home Development 
Corp in a community the size of 
Paris is unusual, but the celebration 
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EPA green lights water
Chrisman City Council hears review finds no environmental risk, IEPA loan accepted
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The big 
pieces needed to build a water 
main between Chrisman and 
Paris are falling into place.

Andy Keiser of Fehr Gra-
ham Engineering & Environ-
mental attended the Chris-
man city council meeting 
Monday, Nov. 18, with good 
news. Keiser said the state 
reviews found the project to 
bury approximately 30,000 
feet of water main will not 
have any adverse impacts to 
the environment or cultural 
sites.

He also reported the Illi-
nois Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (IEPA) Public 

Water Supply Loan Program 
has accepted Chrisman’s ap-
plication for $896,572 with 
an estimated interest rate of 2 
percent for 20 years. A feature 
of these loans is they are eligi-
ble for principal forgiveness at 
the time of signing. 

“The forgiveness is current-
ly 65 percent until July,” said 
Keiser. “The city can afford to 
do this.”

The City of Paris is build-
ing the line north as far as 
the Horace-Brocton Road, 
where it will extend another 
line to supply the Equity grain 
operation at Horace. Chris-
man picks up the construc-
tion costs from north of the 
Horace-Brocton Road into 

the city.
Commissioner Rodney 

Wolfe had concerns about 
the expense of obtaining ease-
ments in order to cross private 
properties with the water line. 
He said one person does not 
want trenching done because 
of the damage it may do to 
trees and insists if the line goes 
through it be bored at a depth 
of five feet. Farmers have also 
told him any pipe in their 
fields needs to be five-feet 
deep so they can tile over it.

According to Wolfe, this is 
too expensive. Boring under 
the trees carries an estimated 
price tag of approximately 
$36,000.

“My question is why can’t 

we go out in the state right 
of way and build there,” said 
Wolfe, adding he was quoted a 
price of $7,500 to use the state 
right of way along state Route 
1 near the property that wants 
the line bored under the trees.

Keiser said it is rare to put 
utilities in the state right of 
way. The primary reason is if 
in the future those utilities get 
in the way of a state project, 
the financial burden to move 
them falls on the owner.

“I’ve got a project now 
where the state is redoing a 
bridge and some pumps are in 
the way. It is costing $400,000 
to move them,” said Keiser.

He also noted other nega-
tive issues for using the state 

right of way such as there are 
places where a trencher can-
not work and all ground dis-
turbances must be restored 
and seeded in grass.

“Farm ground, I don’t have 
to restore,” said Keiser. “I just 
have to till it up.”

He added it is rare to pay a 
property owner for an ease-
ment to put in a water line be-
cause a main is regarded as an 
improvement that enhances 
the value of the property.

Keiser also asked the city 
council members to stay out 
of the easement process, and 
left Francis Associates han-
dle that part of the work. He 
said if a situation arises that 

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A

CEREMONY HAS BEEN A LONG TIME COMING

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

An ebullient Mayor Craig Smith 
addresses those attending a wall 
breaking ceremony Thursday at the 
site of the Tiger Senior Apartments 
in the old Paris High School. Smith 
said this was a day to smile all day 
because of the start of a project that 
was four years in development.

Great day for Paris seniors
Celebration marks the 
start of work on Tigers 
Senior Apartments

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

This rendering shows a possibility for how the interior of Tiger Senior Apartments might be finished.

See APARTMENT, Page 8A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

When many of us were growing 
up in Edgar County, we remember 
vital downtowns with shoe stores, 
department stores, hardware stores, 
Woolworths, dress shops, appli-
ance stores, furniture stores and 
restaurants. Each community had 
at least one market or grocery store. 
There was always plenty of support 
for a community newspaper like 
the Paris Beacon-News, which was 
filled with advertising from Brid-
well’s Supermarket, Grab-It-Here, 
A & P, Krogers and neighborhood 
stores.

We established The Prairie Press 
— and later merged our weekly 
paper with the Paris Beacon-News 
— to provide total coverage of 
Edgar County communities free 
of charge. It was always the hope 
of the Prairie Beacon LLC owners 
that local advertising would keep 
the paper free of charge. 

Combine the advertising loss 
with increase postal costs and the 
high price of printing the paper 
and the numbers just don’t make 
sense. Printing the paper is now 25 
percent higher due to the cost of 
newsprint. 

As hometown businesses closed 
and vacant storefronts filled our 
downtowns, advertising support 
for a community paper has become 
challenging. Let me emphasize this 
is not a problem unique to The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-News. 
Newspapers throughout the U.S. 
— both large and small — are 
facing the same fiscal challenges. 
Some have taken bankruptcy and 
sold like the Champaign News-Ga-
zette. Some have simply gone out 
of business.

For Edgar County to continue to 
have a locally owned community 
paper, beginning Jan. 1, 2020, we 
are moving to paid mail subscrip-
tions. The cost is less than $1 a week 
— a bargain in this day and age — 
for subscribers in Edgar County. A 

Making 
the switch
Starting Jan. 1, 2020, 
The Prairie Press 
will become a paid 
subscription paper

See NEWSPAPER, Page 8A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Christmas in Paris arrives 
in the community Saturday, 
Nov. 30, with a decidedly 
whimsical green tint, thanks 
to one of Dr. Seuss’ favorite 
characters — the Grinch.

The theme of this year’s cel-
ebration is Holidays in Who-
ville, according to Lindsey 
Wilson, president of the Paris 
Chamber of Commerce and 
chairman of the Christmas in 
Paris committee.

Wilson said some old fa-
vorites including reindeer, a 
petting zoo, the traditional 
lighting of the community 

Christmas tree as well as the 
lighted Christmas parade are 
included during the day, and 
there are plenty of activities 
for all ages.

New this year is the Wel-
come to Whoville activity 
tent on the south side of the 
square open 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Children are encouraged to 
play a game, create something 
or make s’mores, Wilson said.

Among the activities in the 
tent are a chimney toss, letters 
to Santa, Grinch snowball 
toss, find your Whoville name, 
wooden ornament decorat-
ing, create your own Grinch 
snow globe, countdown to 

Christmas chalkboard, color-
ing pages and Grinch bowling.

The day kicks off at 8 a.m. 
with Breakfast with Santa 
and Mrs. Claus at Main Street 
Café, concluding at 10 a.m.

New this year is the PERK 
Frozen Princess Makeover 
8 a.m.-noon at Joe’s Pizza. 
Those attending must be pre-
registered. The cost is $20 per 
princess and includes a picture 
with Miss Edgar County Fair 
Teresa Twigg, makeup, nails, 
snack and craft. There are still 
a few reservations, which can 
be secured by calling 217-712-
0026. Payment is required to 
hold the reservation and may 

be dropped off at Paris Feed 
and Seed, 310 West Jasper.

The popular Mistletoe 
Market returns again to Eve-
land Gym 10 a.m.-4 p.m., un-
der the direction of Brenda 
Wright. The market features 
crafts and items perfect for 
Christmas gifts by local and 
area vendors.

The first two of six Cookies 
and Canvas classes begins at 
10 a.m. at En Pointe Studio 
on the east side of the square. 
Preregistration is required at 
eventbrite.com. Other classes 
are scheduled at noon and 2 
p.m. Artists leading the classes 
are Millie Arp, Jessica May-

hugh, Cheryl Redman and 
Abbey Mattingly.

There will be a free Grinch 
movie shown at the Paris The-
ater at 10 a.m.

Lunch with Santa is 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. at Savoia’s on the 
south side of the Paris square. 
The petting zoo, photo op-
portunity cutouts, storefront 
activities and food vendors 
open at 11 a.m.

Wilson said one of the ex-
panded areas, thanks to the 
work of committee member 
Cliff Macke, is the food ven-
dors — including several food 
trucks. These will be parked 

Christmas in Paris is next weekend

See CHRISTMAS, Page 8A



MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

4-H CLUB OFFICER PARTY
A party for all 4-H club officers 
from Clark, Crawford and Edgar 
counties is 6:30 p.m. Nov. 25 at 
the University of Illinois Exten-
sion Office in Marshall. All 4-H’ers 
holding the offices of president, 
vice president, secretary, trea-
surer, reporter, recreation leader 
and new member coordinator in 
their 4-H clubs are encouraged 
to attend. Games, refreshments 
and training will be provided. 
A session for volunteer club 
leaders to share program ideas 
and club management practices 
will also be held. Contact Illinois 
Extension for more information 
at 217-826-5422.

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Verna 
Smith at 217-822-0953 for more 
information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
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BARBERSHOP CHRISTMAS CONCERT DEC. 1
The Coles County Barbershop Chorus presents its annual 
Christmas Benefit Concert 3 p.m. Dec. 1 at the Charleston 
Wesley United Methodist Church and again at 7 p.m. Dec. 1 at the 
Mattoon First Presbyterian Church. The one-hour concert is free 
but a donation is taken to help area food pantry and homeless 
shelter programs. Each year the effort raises nearly $5,000. The 
30-man chorus, with four local quartets, performs secular and 
scared songs of the season. Special guests this year include gui-
tarist Terry Stevenson from Effingham and pianists Philip Martin 
of Sullivan and Marge Woodall of Charleston.   

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

39   29
Prec: 50%

46   34
Prec: 0%

53   38
Prec: 0%

54   34
Prec: 50%

47   30
Prec: 0%

48   36
Prec: 10%

47   39
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Mostly cloudy with scattered rain 
showers mixing with snow in the morning. 
Highs only reach the upper 30s.

SUNDAY — Highs climb closer to normal in 
the mid 40s under mostly sunny skies.

MONDAY — Mostly sunny and breezy with 
highs climbing into the lower 50s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:44 a.m. 4:30 p.m. 3:02 a.m. 3:02 p.m.

SATURDAY 6:45 a.m. 4:30 p.m. 4:14 a.m. 3:35 p.m.

SUNDAY 6:46 a.m. 4:29 p.m. 5:26 a.m. 4:10 p.m.

MONDAY 6:47 a.m. 4:29 p.m. 6:37 a.m. 4:50 p.m.

TUESDAY 6:48 a.m. 4:28 p.m. 7:46 a.m. 5:35 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:49 a.m. 4:28 p.m. 8:50 a.m. 6:26 p.m.

THURSDAY 6:50 a.m. 4:28 p.m. 9:47 a.m. 7:21 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48°/31°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .74° in 1913
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9° in 1937

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.49”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.94”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .41.15”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38.48”

NORMAL:    High: 48   Low: 31     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU

Weather Wizard
@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
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Ruth Patchett, Ned Jenison, Rog-
er Stanley and Danny Briseno.
Sports: Jeremy  Patterson, Jeff 
Chambers, Dan Dundas, Tim 
Hendershot
Photographers: Gary Henry, 
Adonna Bennett, Tina Jones, 
Christian Colvin, Cindy Spencer 
and Danny Briseno
Bookkeeper: Kim Stewart/Patti 
Garver
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/Kim 
Stewart
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker, 

Nancy Zeman
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 

Wednesday prior to the 
Saturday publication.  Adver-
tising (display or classifieds 
ads) are due 1 p.m. Thursday 
prior to the Saturday publica-
tion. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie Bea-
con LLC and is delivered to 
residents in and around Edgar 
County, Clark County, Doug-
las County, Vermilion County 
and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

 Copyright 2019 by Prairie Beacon 
LLC. All rights reserved. Re-
production in whole or in part 
without written permission is 
prohibited. 
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Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

SENIOR BINGO
Marshall Rehab & Nursing is 
hosting free bingo for local senior 
citizens with games at 10:30 a.m. 
Nov. 26 at Paris Public Library 
and 2 p.m. Nov. 26 in the activity 
room of the Edgar County Hous-
ing Authority

WEDNESDAY

DASHING THROUGH THE 
LIGHTS
Bee Well of Edgar County is spon-
soring a fun run/walk 6-7 p.m. 
Nov. 27 during a lighting test for 
Holiday in the Park. Participants 
should gather at Laker Stadium 
for registration beginning at 5:30 
p.m. for the 6 p.m. start at the 
lighted tunnel. The event gives 
people a chance to run or walk 

the approximately mile-long park 
drive and see the holiday displays 
from a different perspective. 
Some park traffic is possible 
from those who live there. The 
event finishes where it started 
and participants will be treated to 
hot chocolate. 

CHRISTMAS MAKE AND TAKE 
AT LIBRARY
The Paris Public Library is offering 
a Christmas Make & Take session 
for children of all ages Nov. 27 
in the library’s meeting room. Chil-
dren who enjoy crafts may create 
their own Christmas decorations 
and ornaments from the library’s 
collection of supplies. Advance 
registration is not required, and 
those wanting to participate just 
need to show up at the library at 
the appropriate time. Questions 
may be directed to the library at 
217-463-3950.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 

Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meeting 
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at 
251-4722.

UPCOMING

BUILD A BEAR WORKSHOP
Friends of the Marshall Library 
are offering a Build-A-Bear 
workshop where children may 
create their very own stuffed 
animal. The event for children 
ages pre-school through fifth 
grade is 10:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Dec. 
7 with a workshop scheduled 
every 30 minutes during the day. 
In addition to making the stuffed 
toy, children will be treated to hot 
chocolate and a Christmas story. 
Space is limited and advance 
registration is required. The cost 
is $10 per child with a limit of 
one animal per child. Call the 
library at 217-826-2535 for more 
information. 

AMERICAN GIRL DRAWING 
Friends of the Marshall Public 
Library are doing a fundraiser 
with the prize of an American Girl 
Doll named Tenny. The drawing 
is 4:45 p.m. Dec. 7 at the library. 
More information is available at 
the library or by calling 217-826-
2535.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. the first and third Saturdays 
of every month for 2019.

MEMORIAL ELEMENTARY 
HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
The Memorial Elementary Holi-
day Bazaar is 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Dec. 7 
at the school. Featuring a variety 
of handmade gifts, jewelry, holi-
day crafts and more, the bazaar 
is a fundraiser for the parent 
teacher organization to provide 
an opportunity for students to 
select free gifts to give to parents 
and siblings.

KIDDIE DANCE CAMP
The Tri-County Titans dance team 
is doing a two-day Christmas 
dance camp for pre-kindergarten 
through fifth grade girls 6-7:30 
p.m. Dec. 16 and 18 at the Oak-
land gym. The girls will perform 
during halftime of the Dec. 20 
varsity boys basketball game. 
It is $25 per child, and a form 
must be filled out for each child 
participating. Questions may 
be directed to Megan Evans via 
email: tctdance@gmail.com or by 
phone at (217) 218-4321.

Financial Services for every step!

BANKING   |   INSURANCE   |   WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Learn more about us online at www.firstmid.com
or at any other First Mid location.

Financial Solutions 
for every step along the way.

PARIS
101 S. Central Avenue  |  217-465-6381

SAVING MONEY. 
THAT’S SMART. 
When you choose a dental plan from 
Delta Dental of Illinois, you protect your smile 
and your budget. See our a ordable plan 
options today by visiting deltadentalil.me 
or call 833-301-GRIN (4746).

SAVING MONEY
THAT’S SMART

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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HEALTH SAVINGS ACCOUNT
MEMBER FDIC

$2 monthly service charge if the average daily balance drops below $1,000. 
This service charge is waived for the first 12 months of the account.

$2 monthly paper statement fee will be charged if you do not elect to receive eStatements.

Free Online Banking & Debit Card
Tiered interest rates based on account balance

Tier One: $15,000 and up
Tier Two: $5,000 – $14,999.99
Tier Three: $0.01 – $4,999.99

BANKPROSPECT.COM

WE OFFER:

A HEALTHY WAY TO

SAVE
Chocolate Sale 

HOSTED BY PCH Volunteers 

Dec. 2   &   Dec. 3 
Monday Tuesday 

(Paris Clinic rotunda) 
9am to 4pm 

I often have people come into the office for 
an exam that have not had any eye care for 
many years.  Usually I hear something like 
“Well, I wasn’t having a problem.”  Generally 

I end up explaining why we recommend regular examina-
tions, I want to find a problem before it becomes a prob-
lem.  The American Optometric Association recommends 
eye exams at age 6 months, 3 years, 5 years and every 
year throughout school.  For young adults it’s every one to 
two years and every year for older adults.  Optometrists 
are often the first entry in the health care system because 
vision problems are less likely to be ignored.  Regular ex-
aminations of the eye are part of preventive care.  We can 
often detect early signs of problems before symptoms 
occur.  This includes high blood pressure, diabetes, high 
cholesterol, stroke, multiple sclerosis, cancer as well as 
problems specific to the eye like glaucoma, cataracts and 
macular degeneration.  Early detection and preventive 
care are key, there is more to an exam than glasses and 
contacts.

EYESEYES
On “Routine” Eye Exams

By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.

Chittick Family Vision Center
Committed to your total vision health

Aaron Rhoads, O.D., Optometrist
112 S. Main Street, Box 95  Paris, IL

(217) 465-6461

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Springfield, IL – A local 
non-profit leader will now have 
a major voice in improving 
how non-profit organizations 
work with state government. 
John Burns was appointed to 
the “Task Force on State Con-
tracting with Private Nonprofit 
Human Service Providers,” 
after being recommended 
by State Sen. Chapin Rose 
(R-Mahomet).

John Burns currently serves 

as the Executive Director of 
Human Resources Center of 
Edgar and Clark Counties. 
Burns has worked at the orga-
nization since 2008 in a variety 
of roles, and has been very suc-
cessful at growing and improv-
ing services while often dealing 
with shrinking resources.

“It’s important to have lo-
cal representation from here 
in Central Illinois to improve 
how our government works 
with local non-profits,” said 
Rose. “John is a quality lead-

ers that will do a great job of 
serving people in need. My 
hope is that he will help make 
the state a better supporting 
partner for the important mis-
sions of our nonprofits.”

According to statute, the 
task force is tasked with 
studying and improving the 
relationship and partnership 
between state government 
and the nonprofit providers so 
that they can work more effec-
tively to improve the well-be-
ing of Illinoisans.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Senator Chapin Rose 
(R-Mahomet) was pleased to 
deliver some good news from 
Springfield for a change.

Rose was in Paris Thursday, 
Nov. 21, to announce chang-
es in Motor Fuel Tax (MFT) 
payments and a new capital bill 
for roads and bridges that will 
be good for Edgar County and 
all of Downstate. He said the 
new capital bill has committed 
61 percent of the funding to 
Downstate, even though the 
area represents only 31 percent 
of the state’s population. 

“People need to know their 
dollars are staying local,” said 
Rose. “Money is coming from 
Chicago to Downstate. We are 
bringing back double what we 
pay in.”

The new capital bill has add-
ed more than $17 million to 

the existing five-year plan for 
road preservation and bridge-
work in Edgar County. Some of 

those projects 
will be man-
aged locally 
through the 
Edgar Coun-
ty Highway 
Department, 
but some are 
Illinois De-

partment of Transportation 
(IDOT) work for upgrading 
state Routes 16, 49 and 133.

“Getting 49 to Champaign 
improved has been a major 
project of mine,” said Rose. 
“Edgar County residents use 
49 to get to Interstate 74.”

Passing a new capital bill 
that includes new projects 
does not mean everything is 
a done deal nor can people 
expect to see a sudden jump 
in road and bridge improve-
ments next year or the next. 
Funding the capital bill for 
five years still requires the 
state selling bonds. 

It is also not possible to fix 

everything at one time. Im-
provements to 16, 49 and 133 
in Edgar County are parts of 
bigger projects for those high-
ways that also include work in 
the neighboring counties. 

“Our roads didn’t get into 
bad shape overnight, and you 
are not going to fix everything 
overnight,” said Rose. “The 
roads coming into and out of 
Paris are going to do pretty 
well.” 

Another big change is how 
MFT money is used. 

Rose credits that to the 
citizens of Illinois passing a 
constitutional amendment 
creating a lockbox on MFT so 
it can only be spent on roads 
and bridge related projects 
and maintenance. Prior to the 
amendment, a variety of state 
agencies were allowed to raid 
MFT for funding.

The Senator said based 
on a three-month average 
of the MFT Renewal Fund 
allotment, the yearly MFT 
amounts coming to Edgar 
County, the townships, villag-

es and cities should improve. 
“We’d rather have local peo-

ple deciding how to use that 
tax,” said Rose.

On the downside, local 
funding was severely damaged 
when the new state budget 
dropped an appropriation 
for the needy township road 
fund. Other funds that took 
hits earlier in the year were 
the consolidated fund and the 
state match fund.

“IDOT is in favor of re-
storing that (the needy town-
ship road fund),” said Rose. 
“I hoped to do it in the veto 
session but that turned into 
ethics reform. I am filing a 
resolution to restore the road 
fund. I can’t make any prom-
ises, but I will be fighting for 
that.”

Rose added some other 
good news related to fuel is 
the phasing out of the sales tax 
on fuel purchases. 

“Using a sales tax in the 
general fund is not a good 
structure for maintaining local 
roads,” said Rose.   

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

This is a case where one 
shopping trip makes another 
round of shopping possible.

The 15th Annual Memorial 
Elementary Holiday Bazaar 
is 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Dec. 7 at the 
school. Gifts purchased at this 
event finance the parent teach-
er organization’s Santa Shop 
for the school.

“The bazaar is a fundraiser 
for kids to shop for free the 
next week,” said teacher Emily 
Vaughn. “There are different 
programs where the kids have 
to bring in money to shop for 
the family. Not every kid can 
afford that.”

Vaughn said profits from the 
Dec. 7 bazaar are used when 
a group of volunteers hit the 
stores for the post-Christmas 
sales and stockpile items the 
children can buy at the Santa 
Shop next year. All of the items 
put out in the Santa Shop are 
free for the children to select.

Before it gets to that point, 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Memorial Elementary Holiday Bazaar Dec. 7 includes a raffle for a Yeti cooler and numerous 
other door prizes. The annual fundraiser supports the school’s program allowing students to 
shop for free gifts for family members. Kneeling, left to right, Hunter Ford and Nicholas Ford. 
Standing, left to right, Kenton Pruiett, Silas Dick, Brady Sanders and Ryder Burris. 

Memorial Holiday Bazaar benefits kids
the parent-teacher organiza-
tion needs adults to come to 
the Dec. 7 bazaar where a va-
riety of unique handmade gifts 
are available. In addition to the 
homemade items like soap, 
shoppers can find Christmas 
related crafts and decorations. 
Other categories at the ba-
zaar include jewelry, boutique 
items and clothing and food.

Vaughn said many baskets 
of donated items from the 
community will be given away 
as door prizes at the bazaar. 
Lunch is also served.

Admission tickets for the 
bazaar are $1, which includes 
a raffle ticket for a drawing to 
win a Yeti cooler.

“We will have a craft room 
to keep kids busy so people 
can shop at their leisure,” said 
Vaughn.

Leisure is something the or-
ganizers don’t have a lot of time 
for as the clock counts down to 
the bazaar.

“As we are taking down the 
bazaar, we are putting up the 

Santa Shop,” said Vaughn.
The items purchased last 

year during the clearance sale 
are brought out and the shop-
ping experience begins the 
following week with all of the 
prekindergarten students visit-
ing in one day, the kindergarten 
another day and so one until 
all 300 students between the 
prekindergarten and second 
grade have an opportunity to 
select gifts for their parents and 
siblings.

“The hardest to select a gift 
for are men, babies and teenage 
siblings,” Vaughn said.

One way of helping the pro-
cess is sending a form home 
for the parents to fill out listing 
how many people live in the 
house and hopefully provide 
some preferences. Still, the 
young children frequently have 
difficulty making a choice.

“There are parents there 
to help the kids shop and to 
gift wrap the presents,” said 
Vaughn, adding some parents 
of past Memorial students like 

to come and help at the Santa 
Shop. “It’s nice.”

According to Vaughn, the 
Santa Shop lets the young ones 
experience the joy of giving.

“Kids get so much at this 
age,” said Vaughn. “This gives 
them the opportunity to learn 
about giving and to under-
stand how giving is fulfilling.”

Parent Dandi Pruiett said 
part of the exciting thing for 
children picking a gift from the 
Santa Shop is that it is total se-
cret known only to them.

“I take my kids shopping 
for their dad’s gift, but I know 
what it is,” said Pruiett. “If 
somebody helps them wrap 
a gift for me, then that adult 
knows what it is. This way it is 
a real secret.”

“Some of the kids are so ex-
cited about it they want their 
parents to open the gift when 
they take it home instead of 
waiting for Christmas,” said 
Vaughn. “They love it.”

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. 
– With many schools on 
break and families traveling 
for the Thanksgiving holi-
day, the Terre Haute Chil-
dren’s Museum will have 
special hours and activities 
for the week starting today, 
Nov. 23, and ending Sun-
day, Dec. 1.

Hours of operation are:
Today, Nov. 23, the 

museum is open 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. and the ropes course 
is available 9:30 a.m.-3:30 
p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 24, the 

museum is open noon-5 
p.m. and the ropes course 
is available 12:30 p.m.-3:30 

Museum hours 
for Thanksgiving

p.m.
Monday, Nov. 25, closed.
Tuesday, Nov. 26, the 

museum is open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
and the ropes course is avail-
able 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 27, the 

museum is open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
and the ropes course is avail-
able 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 

28, museum closed.
Friday, Nov. 28, the muse-

um is open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and 
the ropes course is available 
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 29, the 

museum is open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
and the ropes course is avail-
able 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 1, the mu-

seum is open noon-5 p.m. and 
the ropes course is available 
12:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

The museum's education 
team will host programming 
events throughout the week.

Closings Monday 
and Thursday can 
be expected

New capital bill is boon for Downstate
More infrastructure 
projects on five-year 
plan in Edgar County

ROSE

Rose recommends Burns to task force
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Individuals appearing be-
fore the bench for the Nov. 14 
criminal and traffic call in Edgar 
County Circuit Court includ-
ed:

IN CUSTODY
nJohn A. Fasig, 49, Mar-

tinsville, appeared in custody, 
waived the preliminary hearing 
and pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
2 felony possession of stolen 
property charge. Bond was re-
duced to $5,000 from the orig-
inal bond of $10,000. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nAmea L. Morecraft, 38, 

Paris, appeared in custody for 
missing a previous court ap-
pearance. Her unresolved Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
revoked license charge was con-
tinued for a pretrial conference. 
She was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.

CHARGES
nDalton R. Deweese, 22, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
4 felony possession of a con-
trolled substance and a Class 
A misdemeanor possession 
of a hypodermic syringe. The 
public defender was appointed. 
The matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nWilliam F. Farrar, 39, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. He told the 
court he will hire an attorney. 
The matter was continued for 
a first appearance with counsel.
nZyiha S.T. Petty, 22, Dan-

ville, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. The public 
defender was appointed, and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS

nNicole J. Boyce, 34, Beech-
er City, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of alcohol 
charge. She was sentenced to 
one year of court supervision, 
a $750 fine, court costs and 
various state fees. She was or-
dered to obtain counseling per 
an evaluation, which the state 
acknowledged is completed. 
In exchange for the guilty plea, 
the state dismissed a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic battery 
and a Class A misdemeanor en-
dangerment of a child charges.
nDakota A. Camp, 22, Paris, 

pleaded guilty to a Class A mis-
demeanor criminal trespassing 
charge. He was sentenced to 
one year of conditional dis-
charge, a $400 fine, court costs 
and various state fees. He was 
ordered to have no contact with 
the apparent victim or the vic-
tim’s residence. 
nWade V. Gossett, 33, Paris, 

pleaded guilty to a Class C mis-
demeanor disorderly conduct 
charge. He was sentenced to 
three days in jail with credit for 
three days previously served, 
one year of conditional dis-
charge, a $200 fine, court costs, 
various state fees and an order 
to obtain counseling per an 
evaluation.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nJustin K. Erwin, 31, Paris, 

waived the preliminary hearing 
and pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 
4 felony possession of a con-
trolled substance charge. The 
matter was continued for a pre-
trial conference.
nTroy J. Jeffries, 40, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class C 
misdemeanor use of an intox-
icating compound charge. The 
matter was continued for a pre-
trial conference.
nCharles J. Richey, 40, Mar-

shall, waived the preliminary 
hearing and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 

Edgar County Circuit Court
Class 2 felony burglary and a 
Class 3 felony theft charges. 
A pretrial conference was 
scheduled.
nDrew A. D. Wishard, 

24, Mattoon, pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial de-
mand to a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a sus-
pended license charge. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.

OTHER MATTERS
nScott F. Block, 50, Paris, 

petitioned the court to serve 
his jail sentence for a Class 
2 felony theft conviction as 
work release. After testimo-
ny, the motion was denied. 
He was ordered to report to 
the jail for booking prior to 
4 p.m. Nov. 26. His 180-day 
jail sentence begins at 2 p.m. 
Dec. 1. 
nEthan R. Daniels, 40, 

Terre Haute, Ind., made a 
motion to withdraw his ad-
mission to a petition to re-
voke his probation sentence 
for a Class 2 felony aggravat-
ed driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol and a peti-
tion to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 4 felony 
possession of controlled 
substance conviction. The 
court reserved ruling pend-
ing review of the hearing 
transcripts. The matter was 
continued for a ruling.
nMatthew K. Savard, 35, 

Paris, appeared in court after 
his case was called and a fail-
ure to appear warrant with a 
bond of $6,000 was ordered. 
Bond was reduced to $3,000 
on the new warrant and his 
unresolved Class 2 felony 
delivery of methamphet-
amine and a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine charges were contin-
ued for a pretrial conference.
nColly W. Thomas, 38, 

Paris, failed to appear in 
court. In his absence the 
preliminary hearing was 
held and probable cause was 
determined to charge him 
with a Class 3 felony posses-
sion of methamphetamine, 
a Class 4 felony aggravated 
driving on a revoked license, 
a Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery and a Class 
A misdemeanor interfering 
with the reporting of domes-
tic violence charges. A war-
rant for his arrest was issued 
and bond was set at $4,000.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered 

prepared when the following 
individuals failed to answer 
the court call: Christopher 
Lee Kennedy, 29, Clinton, 
Ind.; and and Jimmy L. 
Woodyard, 57, Mattoon.

OBITUARIES

COURT

THOMAS TOMAW
BARNEVELD, Wis.  – 

Thomas Noel Tomaw, 76, of 
Barneveld, Wis., died Satur-

day, Nov. 16, 
2019, at UW 
Hospital in 
Madison fol-
lowing a cou-
rageous battle 
with anaplas-
tic thyroid 
cancer. 

A funeral service is 2 p.m. 
today, Nov. 23, at the Gaff-
ney Cattle Sales Facility, 4888 
County Road HH, Barneveld. 
Interment is Sunday, Nov. 24, 
at the White Church Ceme-
tery in Barneveld. Visitation is 
from 10 a.m. until the service 
time today at the sales facility. 
Parking is limited and the fam-
ily asks that as many people as 
possible use the shuttles locat-
ed at the Barneveld Lutheran 
Church parking lot, 505 Swiss 
Lane, Barneveld. Gunderson 
Camacho Funeral and Crema-
tion Care, Mount Horeb, Wis., 
is in charge of the arrange-
ments.

Mr. Tomaw was born Feb. 
10, 1943, at Paris, the son of the 
late Wayne and Lois Claypool 
Tomaw. He and his wife of 54 
years, Phyllis JoAnn (Price), 

TOMAW

BETTY MILBOURN
Betty Louise Milbourn, 78, 

of Paris, passed away at 5:35 
a.m. Friday, Nov. 15, 2019, at 

Paris Health 
Care Center. 
She was a 
homemaker.

A funeral 
service was 1 
p.m. Tuesday, 
Nov. 19, at 
Stewart and 

Carroll Funeral Home. Visi-
tation was from 11 a.m. until 
the service time Tuesday at 
the funeral home.  

Mrs. Milbourn was born 
Dec. 15, 1940, at Paris, the 
daughter of the late William 
J. and Ethel L. Griffin Cas-
sady. She married William L. 
Milbourn in 1961 at the Naz-

arene Church in Paris, and he 
survives.  

Other survivors include 
one daughter, Crystal ( J.K.) 
Vilk of Paris; one son, Kent 
(Kelly) Milbourn of Paris; 
six grandchildren; Adam ( Ja-
mie) Vilk of Paris, Ev (Row-
dy) Brown of Paris, Skyler 
Milbourn of Paris, Mattie 
(Ethan) Mason of Castle 
Rock, Colo., Chandler Mil-
bourn of Paris and Kloe Mil-
bourn of Indianapolis, Ind., 
five great grandchildren, 
Sloan Vilk, Kaelan Brown, 
Addilyn Brown, Kristian Mil-
bourn and Maxyn Milbourn; 
and one brother, Jeff Cassady 
of Paris. 

 She was preceded in death 
by one brother, John A. Cas-
sady; and one sister, Nancy E. 

Hutchison.
Mrs. Milbourn was a 1959 

graduate of Paris High School 
and was a member of First 
Christian Church, Disciples 
of Christ. She was a very 
happy person who loved life 
and loved people. She was 
so giving, always wanted 
to help people, and always 
had a smile on her face.  She 
loved her family, she loved 
her friends and she loved life. 
Her personality was one that 
shined, and she was the one 
that always made everyone 
laugh.

Memorial donations may 
be made to E.C.C.F., Inc. DO 
IT Fund.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

MILBOURN

PHIL CHURCH
Philip Hill Church, 76, of 

Tuscola, and formerly of Paris, 
passed away at 11:20 a.m. Sun-

day, Nov. 17, 
2019, at the 
Arthur Home 
in Arthur.  
Mr. Church 
was the for-
mer owner 
of Church 
I n s u r a n c e 
Agency.  

Following 
c r e m a t i o n , 
a memorial 

service is 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 30, at Stewart and Car-

roll Funeral Home. Interment 
at St. Mary’s Cemetery is ac-
companied by military honors 
provided by American Legion 
Post 211. Visitation is from 10 
a.m. until the service time Nov. 
30 at the funeral home.   

Mr. Church was born July 
16, 1943, at Paris, the son of 
the late Frank Axson and Ida 
Hill Church. He married Amy 
Stoneburner Aug. 27, 1988, at 
the Paris Presbyterian Church, 
and she survives. 

He is also survived by 
daughters, Hannah Church of 
Peoria, Sarah (Tony) Vitale of 
Tuscola and Amanda Lamb of 
Chicago; two grandchildren, 

Peppe and Mia Vitale; and one 
sister, Carol (Tom) Church 
Collier of Tuscola.  

He was preceded in death by 
his parents and one brother in 
infancy.

Mr. Church was a Unit-
ed States Navy veteran and a 
member of the Paris Presby-
terian Church, Kiwanis Club, 
Elks BPOE 812, American Le-
gion Post 211 and Paris Com-
munity Hospital Board.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Arthur 
Home.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

CHURCH

were married on July 24, 1965. 
She survives.

He is also survived by a son, 
Michael (Laura) Tomaw of 
Michigan: a daughter, Deborah 
(Michael) Igl of Antigo, Wis.; 
twin granddaughters, Alexan-
dria (Abbie Green) Tomaw of 
Alabama and Claire Tomaw 
of Missouri; a sister, Sheree 
(Donnie) Blanton; sisters and 
brothers-in-law, Lila Tomaw, 
Cheryl Tomaw, Elwyn Price, 
Ed (Liz) Price and Melissa 
(Chuck) Eldridge; and many 
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by two brothers, Charles and 
James; in-laws Elton and Jewel 
Price; a sister-in-law, Patricia 
Shew; a brother-in-law, Marvin 
Shew; and a nephew.

He graduated from Brocton 
High School in 1961. 

Mr. Tomaw was a devoted 
husband, father and grand-
father, as well as an active 
and respected member of his 
community and the livestock 
industry where he made and 
maintained multiple friend-
ships.

Growing up on the fami-
ly farm, Mr. Tomaw helped 
raise and exhibit Angus cattle, 
sparking a life-long love of the 
cattle industry. His passion 
flourished when the couple 
moved to Wisconsin in 1969 to 
manage a purebred Charolais 
operation for Alex and Marty 
Stauffer. During his tenure, 
he helped guide Silver Creek 
to great success, earning it a 
reputation as one of the most 
successful cattle businesses in 
North America. Over the next 
20 years, Mr. Tomaw and the 
Silver Creek team exhibited 
cattle across the continent. Sil-
ver Creek won multiple state, 
national and international 
competitions including being 
the only farm to win back-to-
back national champion bull 
honors.

Following the dispersal of 

Silver Creek in 1991, Mr. and 
Mrs. Tomaw started Tomaw 
Angus. Tomaw Angus was 
smaller scale than Silver Creek, 
but the quality of the cattle was 
still very important to him. His 
sales skills turned global when 
they sold a group of heifer 
calves to Australia. Tomaw An-
gus also allowed him to pursue 
other activities for which he 
had a passion.

Mr. Tomaw was also a re-
spected cattle judge, oversee-
ing a number of shows includ-
ing at the National Western 
Stock Show in Denver, Colo.

He was a former president 
of the Wisconsin Angus As-
sociation as well as a former 
president of the Iowa County 
Cattleman’s Association, being 
named the organization's Cat-
tleman of the Year in 2006. He 
was also a board member of the 
Wisconsin Beef Improvement 
Association and on the execu-
tive committee of the Wiscon-
sin Beef Expo.

 In addition to the cattle 
business, Mr. Tomaw was a for-
mer president of the Barneveld 
School Board and had served 
on the Barneveld-Brigham Fire 
Rescue Board.

He enjoyed spending time 
and visiting with friends and 
family and was fond of cele-
brating the holidays where he 
was known for making his oys-
ter dressing at Thanksgiving 
and divinity candy at Christ-
mas. His granddaughters were 
among his biggest joys.

The family gives special 
thanks to Scott and Val and the 
entire Gaffney family, as well as 
all of the nurses and staff who 
cared for Mr. Tomaw at UW 
Hospital.

In lieu of flowers, memorials 
will be distributed to Wiscon-
sin Junior Angus Association 
leadership activities and ana-
plastic thyroid cancer research. 

Online condolences at www.
gundersonfh.com.
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BARBARA WALKER
Barbara Ann Walker, 80, 

of Paris, passed away at 
3:50 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 

20, 2019, 
at Horizon 
Health Paris 
Community 
Hospital.  

 A service 
celebrating 
her life is 
1 p.m. to-

day, Nov. 23, at Templeton 
Funeral Home, with the 
Revs. Mark Parkinson and 
Michael Dixon officiating. 
Burial follows in Paris Me-
morial Gardens. Visitation 
is from 11 a.m. until the ser-
vice time today at the funer-
al home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to First Christian 
Church of Paris.

Additional information 
and online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

WALKER

VIRGINIA SULLIVAN
Virginia L. Sullivan, 90, of 

Paris, passed away at 12:55 
p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019, 

at her resi-
dence. She 
was a home-
maker and a 
mother.  

A Mass 
of Christian 
Burial will be 
celebrated at 

10 a.m. Monday, Nov. 25, at 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church. 
Burial follows in St. Mary’s 
Cemetery. Visitation is from 2 
until 5 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 24, 
at Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home. A recitation of the Ro-
sary is at 1:30 p.m. prior to the 
visitation at the funeral home. 

Mrs. Sullivan was born 
Nov. 13, 1929, at Saint Paul, 
Minn., the daughter of the 
late Virgil W. and Ruth Pear-
man Ferrel. She married Ed-
win L. Sullivan Jan. 13, 1951, 
at St. Mary’s Catholic Church 

in Paris, and he passed away 
Nov. 18, 2010.  

Survivors include seven 
children; David (Cindy) Sulli-
van of Paris, Michael (Debra) 
Sullivan of Charleston, Lori 
(Brian) Harmon of Kansas, 
Gregory (Mary Ann) Sulli-
van of Paris, Karen Overcash 
of Dixon, Mark (Robin) Sul-
livan of Paris and Andy (Su-
san) Sullivan of Rensselaer, 
Ind.; 15 grandchildren; 28 
great-grandchildren; and two 
great-great-grandchildren.  

She was preceded in death 
by a brother, William P. Fer-
rel; and one great-great grand-
child.

Mrs. Sullivan was a member 
of St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
and St. Mary’s Altar Society.

Memorial donations may 
be made to St. Mary’s Catho-
lic Church, E.C.C.F., Inc. DO 
IT Fund, or Operation Smile.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

SULLIVAN

ROSEMARY LINTON
WEST UNION – Rose-

mary Higginbotham Thomp-
son Linton, 77, of Marshall, 

passed away 
Nov. 19, 
2019, at Wil-
l o w b r o o k 
Care Facility 
in Marshall. 
She retired 
in 2001 from 
TRW after an 

18-year career.
A funeral service is 10:30 

a.m. today, Nov. 23, at West 
Union Christian Church. Buri-
al follows in the Ohio Ceme-
tery. Visitation was from 3 to 
7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 22, at the 
church. The Prust-Hosch Fu-
neral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements. 

Mrs. Linton was born March 
28, 1942, at Martinsville, the 
daughter of the late Ormal 
and Opal Alexander Higgin-
botham. She married Her-
man Thompson June 4, 1960, 
and they made their home in 
Marshall where they raised 
six children. He preceded her 
in death. She married Robert 
Linton of Paris, June 22, 2001, 
shortly after she retired, and he 
survives. 

She is also survived by her 
children, Jackie (Terry) Birch-
field of Marshall, Timothy (Sar-
ah) Thompson of Martinsville, 
Angela (Bradley) Thompson 
of Marshall, Curtis (Cathy) 
Thompson of West Union and 

Chad (Megan) Thompson 
of Columbus, Ind.; 12 grand-
children, Steven (Kendra) 
Birchfield, Dustin (Heather) 
Birchfield, Shelby (Lewis) 
Sanborn, Aaron Thompson, 
Chelsea (Jerome) Hoffman, 
Layne (Patrick) White, Tyler 
Thompson, Caden and Carter 
Thompson and Paxton, Hold-
en and Quinn Thompson; 10 
great-grandchildren, MacKen-
zie and Briana Sanders, Aiden 
and Peyton Birchfield, Kyson, 
Brayleigh and Braxtin Birch-
field, Zach and Karlie Hoffman 
and James Sanborn; stepchil-
dren, David Linton of Victo-
ry, Texas, Rebecca Knobel of 
the United Kingdom, Sherri 
Laughlin of Sandwich; and 
several step-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death 
by a son, Brent E. Thompson; 
sisters, Louise Veach and Ha-
zel Austin; brothers, Clifford 
and Chester Higginbotham; 
and great-grandson, Brendan 
Birchfield.

Mrs. Linton was a 1960 
graduate of Martinsville High 
School. She was an active 
member of West Union Chris-
tian Church for many years. 
She was known for her pies 
throughout her community 
and always had an open ta-
ble available to friends. Being 
both a farmer’s daughter and 
a farmer’s wife, it comes as no 
surprise that she was a tireless 
worker. Early in her married 
life, she was employed at H&H 

Grain Company in Snyder be-
fore going to work at TRW in 
1983.

After marrying Robert Lin-
ton, the couple enjoyed trav-
eling, having visited much of 
the United States, including 
Alaska, Hawaii and Niagara 
Falls. At home, she put her 
naturally green thumb to work 
in her garden and could grow 
just about anything she could 
get her hands on. She will be 
remembered as a selfless soul 
who cared deeply and loved 
whole-heartedly.

The twilight years of her life 
found her active in Lake Ridge 
Christian Church at Paris. No 
one could ever doubt the de-
votion Mrs. Linton had for her 
savior. She gave Jesus her heart 
and soul and lived to be a light 
in the darkness. We have assur-
ance that when she passed to 
her eternal reward, she was met 
with the words, "Well done, 
my good and faithful servant."

Memorial donations may be 
made to the West Union Chris-
tian Church, Lake Ridge Chris-
tian Church or to Pinehaven 
Christian Children's Ranch, 
a residential, year-round pro-
gram aimed at providing a 
stable, controlled, secure envi-
ronment in which young peo-
ple can reach the potential that 
God has placed within them. 
Envelopes will be available at 
the church. 

Online condolences at www.
goodwinefuneralhomes.com.

LINTON

SONDRA LARRANCE
Sondra Joan Larrance, 83, 

of Paris, passed away at 9:45 
a.m. Monday, Nov. 18, 2019, 

in the emer-
gency room 
of Horizon 
Health Paris 
C o m m u n i -
ty Hospital. 
She was a 
homemaker 
and devoted 

mother while her children 
were growing up and later 
worked at Paris Community 
Hospital

A service celebrating her 
life is 6 p.m. Monday, Nov. 
25, at Templeton Funeral 
Home. Private interment is 
at a later date. Visitation is 
from 4 p.m. until the service 

time Monday at the funeral 
home.  

Mrs. Larrance was born 
July 6, 1936, at Clinton, Ind., 
the daughter of the late James 
and Ardea Vescove Wallace.

Survivors include three 
children, Deborah Coleman 
of McAllen, Texas, Jim ( Jen-
nifer) Larrance Jr. of Paris, 
and Autumn (Nels) Kasey 
of Ashmore; a brother, Allen 
Wallace of Denver, Colo.; 
seven grandchildren, Ashley 
Guajardo and Cameron (Li-
ana) Coleman both of McAl-
len, Justin (Shelby) Larrance 
of Hilliard, Ohio, Landon 
and Garrett Larrance both 
of Paris, Kiersten ( John) Ed-
gar of Athens, Ill., and Zara 
(Faust) Munoz of Fenton, 
Mo.; eight great-grandchil-

dren; and her friend and for-
mer spouse, Jim Larrance Sr. 
of Paris. 

She was preceded in death 
by a brother, James Wallace.

Mrs. Larrance was a 1954 
graduate of Clinton High 
School. She was a member of 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
of Paris. She loved music and 
will be lovingly remembered 
for her sudden bursts into 
song, which always brought 
a smile to others’ faces. She 
was quite social and easily 
made friendships wherever 
she went.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Paris Healthcare 
Center.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

LARRANCE

PAUL HONNOLD
KANSAS – Jon Paul Hon-

nold, 70, of Kansas, passed 
away Wednesday, Nov. 20, 

2019, at his 
home. He was 
retired from 
farming.

 A funeral 
service hon-
oring his life 
is 11:30 a.m. 
today, Nov. 
23, 2019, at 
the Kansas 
C h r i s t i a n 
Church, with 
Bret Ham-

mond and Rich Carmichael 
officiating. Military rites will 
be performed by the Kansas 
American Legion, Westfield 
American Legion and the Il-
linois Army National Guard 
Military Funeral Honors Team. 
Visitation is from 9:30 a.m. 
until the service time today at 
the church. Harper-Swickard 
Funeral Home, Charleston, is 
in charge of the arrangements. 

Mr. Honnold was born Oct. 
18, 1949, at Terre Haute, Ind., 
the son of the late Chester P. 
and Josephine Boulware Hon-
nold. He married Joyce Ann 
Nociar at the Freewill Baptist 
Church in Ina, and she sur-
vives.  

Also surviving are their 
sons, Matt (Corrie) Honnold 
of Oreana and Mike (Katrina) 
Honnold of Hogansville, Ga.; 
five grandchildren, Natalie Jo, 
Emily and Meredith of Oreana 
and John Michael and James 
Patrick of Hogansville, Ga.; a 
niece, Paula Riley; and several 
great-nieces and great-neph-
ews.  

He was preceded in death 
by one brother, Isaac Boulware 
Honnold.

Mr. Honnold graduated 
from Kansas High School in 
1967 and from Eastern Illi-
nois University with a BS in 
Education in 1972, where he 
was a member of Epsilon Pi 
Tau Scholastic Fraternity. He 
served in the Illinois Army 
National Guard, 682nd Com-
bat Engineer Battalion for six 
years.

 Mr. Honnold and his wife 
farmed Honnold’s Twin Creek 
Farm from 1976 – 2005.  They 
were the fifth generation on the 
family farm established in Kan-
sas Township in 1857, by his 
great-great-grandfather James, 
originally from Ohio. He had 
seed dealerships with Asgrow, 
DeKalb and later Midwest 
Genetics. In the 1990s, the 
couple adopted two miles of 
state Route 49 along the farm 
and Harmony Cemetery for 
cleanup several times during 
the summer.  

After farming, they managed 
the family farms and the trust 
they established. He was very 
proud of the family farm, now 
in its seventh generation of 
ownership, and along with that 
newest generation, share a mu-
tual love of the land and family 
heritage.  It was comforting to 
him to know the farm would 
continue into the future.

Mr. Honnold was a 
fifth-generation member of 
the former Harmony United 
Methodist Church, where he 
served as organist, pianist and 
Sunday School teacher. He has 
also served as treasurer of the 
Harmony Cemetery Associ-

ation. After Harmony United 
Methodist Church closed, Mr. 
and Mrs. Honnold became 
members of the Kansas Chris-
tian Church, where he served 
as a former elder, missions 
chair, Sunday School teacher 
and Sunday School superin-
tendent.  

He was a member of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau, 
where he served as a former 
director, vice-president and 
president. He also served on 
numerous county, district 
and state committees. He par-
ticipated in three Leaders to 
Washington lobby trips.

Mr. Honnold was very active 
in his community and invested 
his time and efforts to improve 
by serving in numerous ca-
pacities. He was an Ag Leader 
of Tomorrow graduate, a Life 
Member of the Future Farmers 
of America and a Life Mem-
ber of the Kansas American 
Legion.  He was designated as 
an Outstanding Young Man of 
America, was a recipient of the 
Farm Bureau Loyalty Award, a 
past member of the Lake Land 
College Advisory Board, a past 
member of the Pleasant Mead-
ows Retirement Home Advi-
sory Board, had served as Kan-
sas Village President, a Kansas 
Township Library Trustee and 
was a multiple-gallon blood 
donor.

He and his wife loved to 
travel and visited all 50 states 
in addition to 23 foreign coun-
tries. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Kansas Christian 
Church Trustees, SBLHC 
Cancer Center or Lincolnland 
Hospice.   

HONNOLD

ANDERSON ANDERSON LAW OFFICESLAW OFFICES
E. Robert (“Rob”) Anderson

217-465-3535

alo@robandersonlaw.com
1204 N. Main St  • Paris, IL 61944

• Wills, Trusts, Estate Planning, POAs

• Probate, Estate Administration, 
Small Estates, Family Settlement Agreements

• Real Estate (Farm & Residential): Sales, 
Purchases, Deeds, Exchanges

34 years of experience
PAUL HAWKER

HAZEL DELL – Paul 
Richard Hawker, 61, of Ha-
zel Dell, passed away at 4:38 

a.m. Satur-
day, Nov.16, 
2019, at 
SSM Health 
DePaul Hos-
pital, Bridge-
ton, Mo.   

 A funeral 
service was 

10:30 a.m. Friday, Nov. 22, at 
Hazel Dell Church of Christ, 
with David Hickox officiat-
ing. Burial followed in Hazel 
Dell North Cemetery. Visi-
tation was from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 21, at Mark-
well Funeral Home in Casey.

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. m a r k w e l l f u n e r a l -
home.com.

HAWKER

HANNAH LEVERENZ
Hannah Jean Leverenz, 

93, of Paris, passed away at 
5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 19, 

2019, at Paris 
Health Care 
Center. She 
was formerly 
a Licensed 
P r a c t i c a l 
Nurse at 
L a k e v i e w 
Hospital in 

Danville.
A funeral service is 11 a.m. 

Tuesday, Nov. 26, at Stewart 
and Carroll Funeral Home, 
with the Rev. Joe Tomich of-
ficiating. A graveside service 
follows at 1 p.m. Tuesday in 
Sunset Memorial Park, Dan-
ville. Visitation is from 10 a.m. 
until the service time Tuesday 
at the funeral home.

Mrs. Leverenz was born 
March 24, 1926, in Vermil-
ion County, the daughter 

LEVERENZ

of the late James Max and 
Agnes Simpson Young Shu-
maker. She married Robert F. 
Leverenz, who passed away 
March 27, 1970.  

Survivors include two sons, 
Larry J. Leverenz of West La-
fayette, Ind., and Jeffrey L. Le-
verenz of Paris. 

She was preceded in death 
by one son, Jerry W. Leverenz; 
her daughter-in-law, Linda Le-

verenz; and her sister, Betty 
Kazan.

Mrs. Leverenz was a mem-
ber of First United Methodist 
Church in Paris and was also a 
member of PEO.

Memorial donations may 
be made to First United Meth-
odist Church. 

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.



As a dad it feels like it’s harder 
and harder to find examples 
of great character in popular 

culture.  Especial-
ly in the world 
of competitive 
sports where the 
headlines are 
mostly about 
kneeling during 
the National 
Anthem, siding 
with the Chinese 
government 
over Hong Kong 
for money, and 

hitting other players over the head 
with football helmets.   

Which is why I felt it important 
to call attention to two stand-out 
athletes who not only perform 
at a high level in their respective 
sports, but more importantly 
stand out as men of strong, moral 
character.  

Don’t misunderstand this as 
shirking my duties as a parent, ex-
pecting the outside world to teach 
and raise my kids for me.  I never 
believed in the ridiculous criti-
cisms hurled at President Trump 
when his political rivals exclaim, 
“Our children are watching.” 

Nope.  We’re supposed 
to watch what our children 
watch.  It’s up to us to impart 
our impressions, opinions, and 
lessons as we see fit.  We’re not 
supposed to leave child rearing 
to athletes, actors, singers and 
presidents.  

But when we see excellence we 
hope our kids might emulate, it’s 
important to show it off, point it 
out and celebrate it.  

Jacksonville Jaguars quarter-

back Nick Foles had an unfor-
tunate start to his new season 
this year.  Fresh from leading the 
Philadelphia Eagles to a Super 
Bowl victory as a back up to 
Carson Wentz in 2018, Foles was 
eventually destined for a prop-
er payday for a championship 
quarterback.  But it wasn’t to be 
in Philly.

It’s been reported Foles inked a 
four-year, $88-million deal to be-
come the face of the Jags.  In the 
first quarter of his debut game, he 
threw a gorgeous touchdown pass 
reminiscent of his Super Bowl 
magic.  But he was hit hard just af-
ter the throw.  It was ugly.  Ruled a 
broken clavicle.  He was sidelined 
for the game and the entire first 
half of this season.

Foles returned to play last 
weekend after eight weeks out, 
but not before his back-up had 
time to become a stand-out 
himself.  It was a frustrating and 
disappointing start.  It didn’t work 
out the way he’d hoped.  A mem-
ber of the media asked him about 
the violent swing in the fortunes 
of his career.  Foles’ response was 
so beautiful, I played it for my 
Bible study group last week.  

“Just like when I hoisted the 
Lombardi Trophy, the reason I’m 
smiling, my faith was in Christ. In 
that moment, I realized I didn’t 
need that trophy to define who 
I was because it was already in 
Christ...Same thing happens 
when I get injured...It’s not about 
us. If you make it about yourself, 
you’re probably going to go home 
at night and lay your head on your 
pillow and be very alone and very 
sad.”

That’s just some of Foles’ in-
credible two-minute answer.  The 
entire thing is worth reading. 

On the same day Foles made 
his return to the football field, in 
Buenos Aires a young PGA pro 
from Pennsylvania named Bran-
don Matthews was on the brink 
of his second career win, and a 
corresponding spot in the 2020 
British Open in a sudden death 
playoff in the Argentine Open.

Matthews had to sink an eight-
foot putt to continue on.  He was 
feeling very confident in his game 
and his ability to sink the putt, he 
shared with me in an interview 
this week.  But in the deafening 
silence, as he brought his putter 

SATURDAY,  
NOVEMBER 23, 2019 6A

EDITORIAL BOARD:
Nancy Roberts Zeman, publisher
Gary Henry, editor

Curbing
corruption 
in Illinois

Dashing Through the Lights is great way to begin the holiday celebration
We normally would not say this, 

but stay out of Twin Lakes Park – 
unless actively participating in Bee 
Well’s Dashing through the Lights, 
Wednesday, Nov. 27.

This first time event gives people a 
chance to walk the nearly mile loop 
of the park and see all of the Holiday 
in the Park lighted displays from a 
different perspective. Bee Well’s goal is 
to encourage Edgar County residents 
to become more active and follow a 
healthier life style and the fun run/
walk emphasizes anybody can do 
these kind of non-competitive events.

Dashing through the Lights is a 
brief occurrence lasting from 6-7 
p.m. while city workers are conduct-
ing a final lighting test of the displays 
before Holiday in the Park officially 
opens Thanksgiving night.

It might be tempting to drive 
through the park Wednesday night 
after seeing the lights turned on, but 
please don’t. People, including chil-
dren, will be running and walking on 
the dark loop road. We have heard of 
some young parents planning to par-
ticipate by either pushing toddlers in 
strollers or pulling them in coaster 

wagons. 
There is ample time for drivers to 

go through the park on other nights. 
Holiday in the Park is open from 
Thanksgiving until New Year’s. It is 
not necessary to drive through the 
park Wednesday night and unneces-
sarily put people at risk.

Also on the topic of safety, this 
is not a spectator friendly environ-
ment. Only paying Dashers should 
be in the park, and they will be in-
structed to stay on the road. Anyone 
thinking they would like to stand on 
the side to watch is only creating a 
hazard for themselves and others. 
The grassy area where the lighted 
displays are placed is a warren of 
electrical cables on the ground and 
protruding support pieces. This is all 
a tripping hazard in the dark.

Spectators should confine them-
selves to the starting/stopping line 
at the end of the lighted tunnel near 

Steidl Road.
We encourage everybody to park 

at Laker Stadium and pay the $5 or 
a maximum of $20 for a family to 
take a walk in the park under these 
unique conditions. The money is to 
help offset Bee Well’s cost of provid-
ing glow sticks or similar devices to 
all participants and other expenses 
of the event. People Dashing Though 
the Lights are also encouraged to 
come adorned in holiday regalia and 
their own lights if they can manage 
it.

Registration opens at 5:30 p.m., 
and hot chocolate and candy canes 
await at the finish line.

We want to stress Dashing 
Through the Lights is for everyone. 
If one can only do part of it, that is 
OK. If somebody else wants to run 
the loop multiple times in the hour, 
that is also acceptable. Some will 
find once around is sufficient.

The important things is to get 
out there, be active, do something 
different, have fun and maybe 
start a new Edgar County holiday 
tradition.
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Much will change at the 
Statehouse when Senate 
President John Cullerton 

retires in 
January, 
a year 
before 
his term 
expires.

Unlike 
his House 
coun-
terpart, 
Speaker 
Michael 
Madigan, 

Cullerton always wanted 
to find ways to get things 
done - and he got a lot 
done. 

He’s a kind, approach-
able man who prefers 
bipartisan statesmanship 
but relishes partisan battle 
whenever the times call for 
it. He’s smart and funny 
and has managed to keep 
a diverse caucus together 
without resorting to intim-
idation, like his predeces-
sor routinely did. 

And, frankly, he’s been 
very good to me over the 
years, always taking the 
time to talk. If he disagreed 
with something I wrote 
about him, he’d call me 
himself and make his case 
instead of ordering some 
underling to do it or give 
me a cold shoulder. The 
state will be lesser with 
Cullerton’s retirement, but 
a lot of us will miss him.  

OK, enough with the 
mushy stuff and on to the 
future. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Kimberly Lightford 
(D-Maywood) told me 
she’s running for Senate 
President. She will be 
formidable because she’s 
well-liked, she’s already in 
the second position and 
she’d be the first woman of 
color to lead that chamber 
in Illinois history. Not 
to mention that she has 
strong leadership skills. 

As a friend said, Light-
ford can either be the next 
Senate President or make 
the next one. If she can 
cobble together a coalition 
with one or more of the 
other people I’m about 
to mention, she may very 
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As readers might surmise from reading 
the news about Illinois, our state is arguably 
embedded in a political culture (patterns of 
behavior) of corruption (unearned personal 

gain at public expense). This 
doesn’t mean that everyone 
in the Prairie State is corrupt, 
but that there is a learned 
disposition among too many 
of us that if we have a chance 
to take advantage of govern-
ment, we might as well do so, 
as everyone else would do so 
in the same situation. 

I have some ideas that 
could transform our disposi-
tion, but as with any cultural 

change, it will take time. After all, ingrained 
habits are hard to break.

Political cultures vary. For example, un-
controllably nice Iowans would scrunch their 
noses in horror at the bribery and abuse of 
government power that we brush off as just 
the way too many Illinois politicians operate.

Corruption has been part of our culture 
since political candidates on the Illinois 
frontier treated neighbors to rum and vittles 
in return for their votes. Later, as recently 
arrived, hyphenated-Americans in Chicago 
were shunned from legitimate business by 
the WASPs who arrived earlier, many turned 
to politics for careers in which they could do 
well while doing good.

Things have indeed gotten better on the 
corruption front in Illinois. 

Some personal context: In the 1940s, 
my Uncle John Sanner was a house painter 
and GOP chair in tiny Stark County. The 
Republican governor offered him a state job, 
which sounded better than lugging heavy 
wood extension ladders from house to house. 
Uncle John started receiving paychecks, but 
he had no instructions as to where to report 
for work. Upon inquiry he was told: “Oh, you 
don’t have to report for work.” He had a ghost 
payroller job, which he decided to turn down. 
There is less of that today.

Another uncle of mine was a state rep and 
weekly newspaper publisher. He received 
$5,000 for public relations services from the 
janitorial account of state Auditor of Public 
Accounts Orville Hodge (1953-56), who was 
later convicted of embezzling $6 million from 
the state. There is less of that today as well.

Maybe worse, however, the following: 
When I was teaching politics at the Universi-
ty of Illinois in Urbana in the 2000s, I asked 
my senior-level students across a number 
of different classes, many of whom were 
headed for law school, if they would offer an 
indirect bribe to get an older sibling out of a 
job-squelching DUI. About two out of three 
in every class said yes, “As that’s what others 
would do,” and, “The brother is in a really 
tough bind.”

I asked a professor friend in Iowa to ask his 
students the same. Two out of three rejected 
the offer.

Whether it was political legend Paul Powell 
in deep southern Illinois, where many folks 
didn’t have two nickels to rub together, or 
political bigshots in Chicago’s working-class 
neighborhoods, residents have often looked 
up to these people for their ability to get 
things done — jobs, licenses without exam-
ination, road contracts, insider deals, what-
ever. And under-the-table money has often 

Editor, The Prairie Press:
Replying to the letter by Mrs. Anita Grif-

fith, in last Saturday’s paper, is difficult. The 
usual harsh criticism of Donald Trump, and 
those who voted for him, was included in this 
diatribe.

Yet specific examples are hard to find. “All 
can see clearly he’s either lying or hallucinat-
ing,” was asserted with no evidence to back 
this up. He has, “turned our democracy into a 
seedy criminal enterprise,” was another claim. 
Yet, where is the proof that Trump has done 
that to our (not democracy, but republic)?

May I remind Ms. Griffith that millions of 
people voted for him even though they knew 
he was a con man is a gross error. Many of 
those millions (63 or so million of her fellow 
Americans) voted for him not because they 
thought he was the incarnation of George 
Washington, but because the alternative was 
unthinkable. 

Again what proof was shown that Trump is 
a bigot? 

Childish tweeting? 
Most of his tweets come in response to 

attacks against him. These may not be well 
thought out, but the negativism shown 
Trump since his election would be hard to 
bear in silence. 

We have all heard of Trump Derangement 
Syndrome, and it seems that that malady is 
seen in every line written in that letter. Does 

Letter writer 
should include 
her evidence

See STIGILL, Page 7A

JUST LIKE WHEN I HOISTED THE  
LOMBARDI TROPHY, THE REASON  

I’M SMILING, MY FAITH WAS               
IN JESUS CHRIST.”

NICK FOLES
NFL QUARTERBACK

See LETTERS, Page 7A
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See NOWLAN, Page 7A
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well end up in the chamber’s 
top job. 

On fundraising alone, Sen. 
Heather Steans (D-Chica-
go) should be considered a 
serious contender. She has 
the connections and the 
ability to raise big cash and 
helped Cullerton raise all that 
money in the runup to his 
Senate President bid. She’s 
also an experienced budget 
negotiator and has serious 
policy chops.  

Sen. Tony Munoz (D-Chi-
cago) was perhaps the leading 
contender last year to replace 
Cullerton when he quietly 
told select members of his 
leadership team that they 
might want to start lining up 
support to replace him.  Mu-
noz appeared to be Culler-
ton’s favorite right up until 
Cullerton decided to rescind 
his announcement because it 
was dividing his caucus and 
damaging his ability to main-
tain power. Munoz is very 
popular within the caucus, 
has powerful allies, but he 
was close to Sen. Martin San-
doval (D-Chicago), whose 
Statehouse office was raided 
by the feds in September, so 
we’ll see how that plays out.   

Sen. Don Harmon (D-Oak 
Park) was the other leading 
contender for Senate Pres-

ident last year. Since then, 
he was moved out of the 
Senate Executive Committee 
chairmanship and given a 
paid leadership job. It seems 
certain that he will throw his 
hat into the ring. He has pol-
icy, campaign and commu-
nication skills and has some 
support within the caucus. 

Sen. Andy Manar (D-Bun-
ker Hill) is Cullerton’s former 
chief of staff, is perhaps the 
most media savvy member of 
his caucus and is super-close 
to Gov. J.B. Pritzker, who 
could turn out to be an 
important factor here. A 
Pritzker negotiated Light-

ford-Manar ticket might 
work. Manar’s biggest hurdle 
is that he represents a swingy, 
Republican-leaning district. 
His people love him there, 
but he will technically be on 
the political bubble every 
time he’s on the ballot. 

Sen. Melinda Bush 
(D-Grayslake) describes her-
self as a dark horse candidate 
mainly because of her relative 
newness to the chamber 
(elected in 2012) and her 
outspokenness on ethics. 
But she’s built a formidable 
political organization in Lake 
County, so she has campaign 
skills. 

Sen. Elgie Sims (D-Chi-
cago) also said he’s looking 
at the job. Sims worked his 
way up the Senate staff to run 
the appropriations team. He 
served in the House before 
moving to the Senate. 

I’m sure there will be 
others, but the field will 
eventually winnow as deals 
are cut. And whoever wins 
the job will have to run again 
in a year, after the current 
General Assembly adjourns. 
The new president won’t have 
long to prove that she or he is 
up to the job. 

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)
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back to take the final stroke 
– a loud yell came from the 
gallery.

Matthews missed the 
putt and the opportunity 
an up-and-coming golfer 
works their heart out to 
achieve – qualifying to play 
in a major tournament.

Obviously frustrated and 
disappointed, Matthews 
retreated to the clubhouse 
where tour officials later 
briefed him on the source 
of the sudden outburst.  It 
was a fan in the gallery 
with Down syndrome who 
they explained became so 
excited he wasn’t able to 
contain it. 

Matthews asked officials 
to take him back to the 

course and introduce him 
to the man.

“I wanted to make sure 
he didn’t feel badly about 
the situation,” he told Golf 
Digest,  “I grew up around 
people with special needs 
because of what my mom 
did when I was kid and 
have a soft spot in my heart 
[for people with special 
needs].”

Matthews hugged the 
man, signed his glove as a 
gift and assured him he was 
not upset. 

The story made inter-
national news. A beautiful 
moment of grace and 
kindness extended in a 
very difficult moment for a 
competitor.

We need more folks in 
the public eye like Nick 
Foles and Brandon Mat-

thews. Not to raise our 
kids. Not even as role 
models. We can use them to 
remind us all of the bigger, 
more important things in 
our lives.

Kindness, graciousness, 
quiet dignity, gratitude, 
compassion and humility 
– they’re in short supply 
it can sometimes seem. 
Last weekend, they made a 
return to the professional 
sports stage at a time we 
could really use them.

You can bet I told my 
kids about it.  

(Chris Stigall is a talk 
radio personality, cable news 
contributor, online columnist 
and host of The Chris Stigall 
podcast. He was the host of 
WPHT Morning Show in the 
Philadelphia market from 
2011 to March 2019.)

hatred of Trump come 
from personal experience 
with him? Most who 
detest Trump have never 
met him, have never been 
personally damaged by 
him or his words.

Instead of alienating 
swing voters, polls have 
shown that independent 
voters have been put off 
by the unrelenting attacks 
on Trump and many are 
going to vote for him in 
2020. 

What is really missing 
from the tirades Ms. Grif-
fith pens is any apprecia-
tion of what he has done 
in less than three years in 
the Oval Office. Tax cuts 
and job creation is hard to 
miss. A booming econ-
omy, shown in a stock 
market which has broken 
record after record and a 
small business community 
that has grown as regula-
tions have been removed 
that stifled innovation 
– these would have been 
good to acknowledge even 
as hatred of the man was 
voiced. Our foreign policy 
is now robust, confronting 
North Korea, the NATO 
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been the grease to get 
things done.

So, how do we become 
Iowans, at least when it 
comes to political culture 
and ethics?

Changing culture 
is difficult but can be 
done, over time. Look at 
our behavior on drink-
ing-and-driving as well as 
smoking. We’re doing a lot 
less of both. Laws played 
a part in this, as with 
lowered alcohol limits for 
drivers and higher taxes 
on smokes. Yet maybe 
even more important, 
neither is cool anymore. 
When I was in college, 
both were indeed cool 
among my social set, if 
you can believe it. They 
were the things to do. 

Two important, illumi-
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nating books point the way to 
culture change. In “Nudge,” 
by high-toned law professors 
Richard Thaler and Cass 
Sunnstein, the authors say so-
ciety can be cajoled, nudged 
into better behavior by tap-
ping our better instincts. 

I like their illustration of 
the Texas Department of 
Transportation marketing 
theme of a few years back: 
“Don’t Mess with Texas.” 
These billboards appealed to 
Texan pride, which is huge, 
and dramatically reduced 
unsightly roadside waste. 
Maybe: “Illinois corruption 
corrupts our democracy.”

The other book is “Behave,’ 
by Stanford neuroscientist 
Robert Sapolsky, who ex-
plores our human brain and 
why we do what we do, both 
good and bad. In his dense 
yet lively read, Sapolsky 
points out, among much else, 
that humans are wired to be-

have so as to achieve higher 
status among our group.

So, we need to convince folks 
the neighborhood political big 
shot is not to be looked up to. 
Instead, he is a dirtbag, because 
his actions might from time to 
time taint our beloved democ-
racy and constitution. Instead, 
the course to be admired is the 
ethical one.

Civics recently became a 
course required for grad-
uation from Illinois high 
schools. If we use it to paint 
corruption as behavior about 
as appealing as pond scum, 
youngsters might seek ways 
other than bribery to help a 
brother get out of trouble.

(For many years, Jim Nowl-
an was a senior fellow and 
political science professor at the 
University of Illinois in Urba-
na-Champaign. He has worked 
for three unindicted governors 
and published a weekly news-
paper in central Illinois.)

alliance, sanctions of Russia 
and Iran – all ignored in that 
letter.

My advice for the next 
letter she will write to The 
Prairie Press would be to 
include the evidence and 
proof for all the accusations 
she hurls at the president.

On another note, I do 
appreciate the letter by Mr. 
Ike Mitchell about the rec-
reational use of marijuana in 
Edgar County. Tax revenues 
are a poor excuse for legaliz-
ing pot.

Russ Witmer
Paris

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

WHOEVER 
WINS THE  
JOB WILL 

HAVE TO RUN 
AGAIN IN A 

YEAR, AFTER 
THE CURRENT 

GENERAL               
ASSEMBLY    

ADJOURNS.”



8A |  SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2019   |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netNEWS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

around the square, she said, 
and will be open through 8 
p.m.

At noon, First Mid Bank and 
Trust of Paris are providing 
free carriage rides until 5 p.m. 
Look for the First Mid tent on 
the lawn of the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Wilson said.

Santa arrives at 1 p.m. with 
Santa House hours from 
1:30-4:30 p.m. on East Wood 

Street.
Live reindeer are on the 

courthouse lawn from 3-5:30 
p.m. The ever-popular scaven-
ger hunt begins at 3:30 p.m. 
with a 3 p.m. registration at 
Lot 50.

Other events include Story 
Time with Mrs. Claus from 
4-5 p.m. at 120 Coffee Com-
pany and the lighting of the 
Christmas tree at 6 p.m.

The popular lighted pa-
rade features a new route this 
year due to the closing of 

Crawford between Main and 
Central for the Tiger Senior 
Apartments construction. 
The parade forms on Madison 
and proceeds north to Union 
Street then south on Central 
to Washington where it dis-
bands.

The day concludes with the 
annual 7:30 p.m. Dinner with 
Santa and Mrs. Claus at Joe’s 
Pizza.

For a complete list of activi-
ties, please check out page 12A 
of today’s Prairie Press.

CHRISTMAS
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year’s subscription will be 
$49.99, while a six-month 
subscription will be $32.50. 

For those in Clark, Doug-
las and Vermilion Counties 
who wish to subscribe, the 
cost will be $64.99. That in-
crease is a reflection of the 
higher postal rates for deliv-
ering the newspaper to those 
areas.

For those living outside 
of Illinois — including our 
snowbirds — the cost for 
a year will be $64.99, a de-
crease from the current price 
of $75. If you are one of these 
subscribers, we ask that you 
call our office so we make 
sure you are properly credit-
ed for your payment as well 
as determine when your sub-
scription will end.

Eventually we will offer a 
digital only subscription but 
we have not finalized those 

details.
We will kick off the sub-

scription drive with an open 
house from noon until 6 p.m. 
during Christmas in Paris on 
Saturday, Nov. 30, at our of-
fice at 101 N. Central Ave. We 
welcome everyone to stop 
by, sign up and pay for the 
newspaper. Those who sub-
scribe during the event will 
be eligible to register for two 
gift baskets filled with local 
goodies and other surprises. 
The drawing for the baskets 
will be held at 6 p.m.

By converting to a paid 
subscription, we are able to 
continue providing the com-
munity newspaper readers 
have come to love every week. 

We are proud to say we 
cover every school board and 
city council meeting in Ed-
gar County as well as Kansas 
and Brocton village boards, 
Edgar County Board, news 
from Edgar County Court as 
well as our popular C’est La 

Vie, History, Grace, Health, 
Agribusiness and Commerce 
sections of the paper.

We are also particularly 
proud of our sports coverage 
for Paris, Mayo, Crestwood, 
Tri-County, Shiloh, youth 
football and Paris Junior 
League basketball. None of 
this would be possible with-
out our sports correspon-
dents who diligently cover 
high school and junior high 
sports as well as feature out-
standing athletes of all ages 
in Edgar and surrounding 
counties.

As we move forward under 
this new business model, we 
want to take this opportunity 
to thank all of our subscribers 
— many of whom have urged 
us from the beginning — to 
charge for our paper. 

If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact me 
at The Prairie Press, by calling 
217-921-3216 or by email at 
nzeman@prairiepress.net.

NEWSPAPER
FROM PAGE 8A

requires a decision from the 
city council, he will bring it to 
their attention where it can be 
addressed by the entire body.

“I think because we’ve got 
multiple people working on 
the easements it is muddying 
the water,” said Keiser. “We 
don’t need people coming to 
individual board members try-
ing to work a deal. We need a 
consistent voice.”

The council agreed to leave 
easement negotiations with 
the engineering firms.

In a related matter, it was re-
ported the city has been sum-
moned to a meeting in Spring-
field with the attorney general’s 
office. Wolfe and Keiser will 
attend on behalf of Chrisman. 

“We took a hit on copper, 
nitrates and arsenic,” said 
Mayor Dan Owen, echoing a 
part of the EPA report Keiser 
filed stating Chrisman strug-
gles with contaminants in its 
groundwater supply and re-
ceived violations in the past 
when the contaminants ex-
ceeded set levels.

Keiser does not anticipate 
any sanctions resulting from 

CHRISMAN
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BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

HUME — The Shiloh 
school board heard the dis-
trict audit is not only clean 
— but the district’s cash on 
hand position continues to get 
stronger — during the board’s 
November meeting Monday, 
Nov. 18. 

Russell Leigh of Russell 
Leigh and Associates Certified 
Public Accountants of Hoope-
ston presented the good news 
to the board members, noting 
there were no issues account-
ing wise with the recently com-
pleted audit.

Leigh said simply looking 
at the numbers in the district’s 

major accounts, the education 
fund received $4.328 million 
in revenue with expenditures 
totaling only $3.443 million. 
The district was able to bank 
$884,000 bringing the cash on 
hand in the education fund to 
$4.098 million.

“You have a year’s worth of 
cash on hand in that fund,” he 
said, noting the district is in 
an enviable position as many 
smaller districts are struggling 
with declining enrollment and 
state support. 

The Shiloh district also re-
ceived a perfect 4.0 from the 
Illinois State Board of Edu-
cation (ISBE) on its financial 
recognition list. The cash re-

serves in all funds increased, 
Leigh said.

“You are in much better 
shape than other school dis-
tricts your size,” he noted. 
“Your fund balances are sol-
id and expenses remain level 
across the board.”

Leigh emphasized its pos-
sible teacher pensions will get 
kicked back to school districts 
in the future. Another possibil-
ity is school districts may have 
to start paying for the special 
education cooperatives.

“That’s a significant num-
ber,” he said. “There is definite-
ly a move to shift some expens-
es back to you.”

He suggested school dis-

tricts should lobby legislators 
to prevent the state from com-
bining IMRF, Teacher Retire-
ment System (TRS) and state 
university system pensions 
into one fund. 

“Keep up the good work,” 
Leigh concluded.

Interim District Superin-
tendent Allen Hall report-
ed on behalf of the board’s 
finance committee. He said 
when considering invest-
ments, he will be contacting 
three banks for rates. The dis-
trict’s investments are current-
ly with First Neighbor Bank 
but he will also be check-
ing with Prospect Bank and 
Longview Bank, both with 

locations within the Shiloh 
district.

Hall also reported the wind 
turbine farm near Newman 
will be included in the equal-
ized assessed valuation (EAV) 
beginning in 2021. The wind 
farm is expected to bring ad-
ditional funding to the Shi-
loh district, he reminded the 
board members.

There are several projects 
on the horizon, Hall said, in-
cluding additional roof work, 
upgrading the school’s two 
science rooms and bidding the 
air-conditioning for the gym 
and multi-purpose room in 
January. The Heritage district 
recently did a similar project 

and the cost was $200,000. 
“That’s not what I was ex-

pecting,” he said.
Other possible projects in-

clude upgraded scoreboards 
as well as an electronic sign in 
front of the school. There may 
be a matching maintenance 
grant available through the 
state that might be used for up-
grading the school parking lots. 

Hall said in considering 
the tentative levy for the dis-
trict, if the increase is below 5 
percent, no truth in taxation 
hearing is required. The dis-
trict currently has the lowest 
tax rate in the area, well below 
Chrisman ($4.27), Oakland 
($4.95) and Kansas ($4.47).

Shiloh gets glowing audit report

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

KANSAS – Like all other 
rural school districts, Kansas 
Community Unit School Dis-
trict #3 is playing the guessing 
game of what the Equalized 
Assessed Valuation (EAV) of 
farm ground is going to do as 
administrator look at budgets 
for next year and try to set real-
istic levy requests.

School districts are obligat-
ed to have budgets set and levy 
requests submitted by the end 
of December. The final EAV 
for ground in the district is of-
ten not determined until early 
in the new calendar year.

“I called each county as-
sessor and questioned them 
where they saw the assess-
ment,” said interim superinten-
dent John Hasten.

He told school board mem-
bers at the Wednesday, Nov. 
20, meeting, the best guess 
is the Kansas School District 
won’t see much change in EAV 
from 2018 to 2019. The dis-
trict’s actual assessed value was 
$36.604 million in 2018 for 
property in Edgar, Coles and 
Clark counties.

Hasten prepared the pre-
liminary budget and levy re-
quest assuming a total EAV of 
a little under $40 million. The 
increase in the levy is 3 percent, 
which is below the benchmark 
of 5 percent that automatical-
ly triggers a truth in taxation 

hearing. 
If Hasten’s numbers work 

out, the district will seek $1.47 
million from taxpayers, which 
is $40,000 more than the 2018 
request.

“The total tax rate should be 
$3.67 or $3.68, which I think is 
a pretty good rate,” said Hasten. 

Both Hasten and principal 
Cindy Spencer touched on the 
Veterans Day program at the 
school. Kansas schools were 
in session on Veterans Day and 
area veterans were invited to 
join the program for students 
led by the Kansas American 
Legion Post. 

The superintendent advised 
board members he has fielded 
questions about why school 
was in session and his opinion 
is it is better to have students in 
school.

“We can’t teach students if 
they aren’t here,” said Hasten. 
“If they are not in school, how 
many will go to a Veterans Day 
program? When they are here 
we can do something to help 
them understand the signifi-
cance of the day.”

Board member Matt Ehlers 
agreed. He said this issue was 
a point of board discussion 
several years ago and the deci-
sion at that time was students 
are better served by being in 
school with a program on Vet-
erans Day rather than having a 
day off from classes.

Hasten briefly discussed the 

Kansas schools looking 
at modest levy increase

recent Illinois State Board 
of Education’s school report 
card issued for every school 
district. All schools within 
the Kansas District were 
placed in the commendable 
category where the majori-
ty of Illinois school districts 
fell.

The next category up is 
the rarified exemplary sta-
tus, which Hasten said is 
usually only achieved by 
urban area magnet schools 
that attract the brightest 
and most highly motivated 
students.

“Everybody I talked to 
is happy with being in the 
commendable category,” 
said Hasten. “We’re in pret-
ty good company, and we 
are doing a pretty good job. 
There is always room for 
improvement and we try to 
do that every day. It’s a good 
report for us.”

Spencer discussed a proj-
ect by two teachers to cre-
ate a thrift shop within the 
school featuring personal 
hygiene items and some 
clothing and shoes to help 
students whose families 
may be financially strug-
gling. 

“If there are kids who 
need something, the teach-
ers will open the room for 
them,” said Spencer. “We 
are hoping to get some com-
munity donations to help.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

This artist’s rendering shows the remodeled interior for Tiger 
Senior Apartments with a seating area in a common space.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Paris Park Board members 
gave the final OK to Holiday 
in the Park during the board 
meeting Tuesday, Nov. 19.

“The tunnel is up and done, 
all of the lights are attached,” 
said Chris Redman, superin-
tendent of streets, alleys and 
parks for the city. 

The lighted tunnel was a 
new feature for the 2018 Hol-
iday in the Park that was pop-
ular with people as a site for 
social media photos. It’s pop-
ularity prompted park board 
members to nearly double the 
length of the attraction on the 
exit road from Twin Lake Park 
to Steidl Road. 

Redman’s crew of city work-
ers fabricated the arched light 
features to increase the size of 
the attraction rather than buy 
the units premade.

Another Instagram spot 
is in the works for this year. 
The park board previously 

approved the purchase of gi-
ant, ball-shaped holiday orna-
ments. Redman said he plans 
to place those items in the vi-
cinity of the Splash Park and 
the All-Abilities Playground 
with a bench so visitors can 
take pictures at the location. 

Redman said an Ameren 
engineer is trying to push 
through increasing electric 
service on the backside of the 
park so more lighted holiday 
items can be displayed there. 
The park board approved 
purchasing more lights if the 
electric upgrade is completed 
in time. 

Holiday in the Park opens 
to the public Thanksgiving 
evening and remains available 
for viewing until New Year’s. 
Hours are dark until 10 p.m. 
Sunday through Thursday, 
and dark to 11 p.m. Fridays 
and Saturdays.

A special feature this year 
is a Bee Well of Edgar Coun-
ty sponsored fun run/walk 

Final discussion to Holiday in the Park
through the park 6-7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 27. This 
event gives people an op-
portunity to see the lights 
from a perspective other 
than a moving car. 

Registration for the 
non-competitive Dashing 
Through the Lights starts 
at 5:30 p.m., and the walk 
starts and ends at the light-
ed tunnel. All parking is at 
Laker Stadium.

Only paid participants 
($5 per individual, $20 for 
a family) are permitted to 
walk the paved route. Side-
line spectators are not per-
mitted because the electric 
lines and support pieces in 
the grass pose a tripping 
hazard.

Park board members 
decided to be at Holiday 
in the Park the evening of 
Dec. 14 to give out candy 
canes and say thank-you to 
visitors for supporting the 
event and the city’s parks. 

the meeting because the proj-
ect to buy Paris water and the 
EPA getting involved with a 
loan shows Chrisman is tak-
ing serious steps to address 
the problems with the water 
supply.

“Getting water from Paris 
is a godsend,” said Owen. “It 
couldn’t have lined up any 
better for the people of Chris-
man. We could have built a 
water plant to take all of that 
out, but it would have gone 
to the sewage treatment plant 
where we have problems. This 
is solving the problem at a 
much lower cost.”

Thursday morning spoke to 
the working relationship be-
tween the city and the devel-
opment group. 

“This building of 100 years 
old will be among the greatest 
affordable housing units in Illi-
nois,” said Smith. 

That idea was echoed by 
Amy Bashiti, Community Re-
vitalization Planning Specialist 
with the Illinois Housing De-
velopment Authority. She said 
there is a need for affordable 
senior housing in Illinois and 
this project created much ex-
citement in her office.

“It is encouraging to see the 
city taking an active role in 
seeking diversity in housing,” 
Bashiti said.

A representative from Sena-
tor Dick Durbin’s office offered 
congratulations, and a con-
gratulatory letter from Senator 
Tammy Duckworth was read.

Senator Chapin Rose 
(R-Mahomet) expressed ad-
miration for how government 
agencies and the private sector 
worked together without parti-
sanship to reach a positive end.

“It’s amazing when you have 
a visionary mayor and city 
council to find a use for an old 
building instead of letting it be-
come a problem,” said Rose.

The demolition work for 
the rehabilitation started be-
fore Thursday’s ceremony. An 
initial examination early in 

the process caused Core Con-
struction to revise its original 
cost estimate.

“It’s a very solid structure,” 
said Caleb Wyss of Core Con-
struction. “The extra expense 
is for all of the remodeling 
done over the years. It is ceil-
ing above ceiling above ceil-
ing.”

All of the alterations done 
to the building over a century 
must be removed to get back 
to the original fabric. Wyss 
also noted the used of historic 
tax credits in the financing re-
quired redesigning the energy 
efficient windows to be com-
patible with the historical re-
quirements.

The popularity of the Maple 
Ridge I and II apartments was 
such those units were rented 
before construction was com-
plete and a waiting list contin-
ues of people wanting to move 
in when a vacancy occurs.

Kara Englum is the Maple 
Ridge site manager and she 
anticipates pent up demand 
for the Tiger Senior Apart-
ments. She said 20 people 
have already put their names 
on the list for moving into the 
space that will feature studio, 
one and two bedroom apart-
ments. Other amenities in-
clude a computer room, trash 
and recycling chutes, on-site 
management, a gym, auditori-
um, an elevator and upgraded 
electrical, plumbing and heat-
ing and cooling systems.

She anticipates demand for 
the apartments to increase as 
the construction progresses.

“The calls started three 
years ago after it was first an-
nounced,” said Englum. “I’ve 
seen some of the drawings of 
what is planned. It’s going to 
be amazing. There are parts 
of the building revealed that 
some people have never seen.”   

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Some Horizon Health fa-
cilities will be closed for the 
Thanksgiving holiday. 

The Paris, Chrisman and 
Oakland clinics along with the 
EZ Care facilities in Paris and 
Marshall and the NAL Health 
Clinic are closed Thanksgiving 
Day, Thursday, Nov. 28.

EZ Care at Paris and Mar-
shall are open from 9 a.m.-7 

Horizon Health holiday 
hours, closings announced

p.m. Friday, Nov. 29, but the 
Paris, Chrisman, Oakland 
and NAL clinics remain 
closed.

EZ Care in Paris and 
Marshall keep regular 
weekend hours, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. for Saturday, Nov. 30, 
and Sunday, Dec. 1.

For more information 
about Horizon Health’s 
services, visit MyHorizon-
Health.org.
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TCT 
girls take 
win at 
Tuscola
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

TUSCOLA — The 
Tri-County girls basketball 
team started its season out 
strong on Thursday night, 
Nov. 21, defeating Tuscola 
on the road 61-53. 

The win came without 
the assistance of Tayler 
Barry, Madison Barrow 
and Sammi Skinner and 
marked the first contest 
since the Lady Titans fin-
ished fourth in IHSA Class 
1A State Finals last Febru-
ary. 

Tri-County raced out of 
the gate en route to a 38-
17 halftime lead. The Lady 
Warriors managed to stage 
a strong comeback attempt 
but were held short as the 
Lady Titans won 61-53. 

Bella Dudley led all 
scorers with a game high 
25 points. Lillie Cox and 
Melia Eskew each added 
10 points. Kaylenn Hunt, 
back on the court for the 
first time in two years, fin-
ished with seven points. 
Cailynne Phillips — also 
back for the first time in 
two years — chipped in 
five points. Izzy Carroll had 
four points in the win.

The win marked the start 
of another highly anticipat-
ed season for Tri-County, 
who has been maintained 
a standard of excellence 
among Class 1A teams in 
East Central Illinois. 

The Lady Titans man-
aged to win the Little 
Okaw Valley Conference 
four consecutive years to 
pair with four consecutive 
regional titles. 

The 2018-19 season 
also marked the best in 
program history, finishing 
29-6 and placing fourth in 
the state finals. 

Coach Joe Morrisey re-
turns to guide this year’s 
Titans squad. Fifteen girls 
— including seven return-
ing from last season’s state 
team — will take to the 
court not only dreaming of 
another long run, but also 
having to adjust to a new 
league. The Lincoln Prairie 
Conference will bring new 
opponents and a longer 
league campaign. 

When it comes to fill-
ing in some big shoes, the 
Titans will have to fill four 
starting spots from last sea-
son’s team that averaged 
61.5 points a con-test and 
a defense that tallied 19.9 
steals a game against their 
oppo-nents using full court 
trapping defense. 

One returning player the 
Titans will be relying on is 
junior guard Tayler Barry, 
who returns as the team’s 
leading scorer averaging 
15.8 points a game. She 
was also the team’s leading 
returning defensive player 
aver-aging 4.5 steals a con-
test. Barry was a third-team 
All-State selection last sea-
son and will be a focus for 
the team offensively. 

Another key player the 
Titans will be looking to is 
sophomore Bella Dud-ley, 
who was the key sixth play-
er off the bench averaging 
eight points a game. 

Junior guard Melia 
Eskew will be alongside 
Barry in the backcourt, av-
er-aging five points and 3.9 

See TCT GIRLS, Page 10A

Champions of the Little Illini 
Conference and third 

consecutive appearance in the 
IHSA playoffs!
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Congratulations Congratulations 

Tigers open with Chrisman 
New coach and PHS alum Chase Brinkley hopes to turn around five years of losing 
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

For the first time this de-
cade, the Paris Tiger boys bas-
ketball team will have a new 
coach on the sidelines.

Chase Brinkley has re-
turned to his alma mater 
with the hopes of returning 
the Ti-gers to their winning 
ways. Brinkley, who succeeds 
Shawn Nugent who resigned 
in March, does inherit five se-
niors with whom he hopes to 
develop leadership.  Only one 
of those seniors saw any regu-
lar playing time at the varsity 
level last season.

In order to snap the five-
year losing streak, Brinkley 
knows he will need his players 
to go all in on his new style of 
basketball. 

The Tigers will open their 
season on Monday as they 

face the Chrisman Cardinals 
in the opening night of the 
North American Lighting 
Thanksgiving Tournament. 
Tip-off is set for 6:45 p.m. 
On Wednesday, they will 
square off with Champaign 
St. Thomas More at 7 p.m. All 
games will be played at the 
high school.

 “So far, the boys are buying 
in. It’s taking some adjusting 
on both ends,” Brinkley said. 
“The boys are getting used to 
how my staff and I coach, and 
we are getting to know them 
and their personalities more 
and more each day.“ 

Gaining a familiarity with 
a group of kids you have not 
had any contact with — or 
have watched play at any level 
— can be overwhelming, but 
Brinkley enjoys being around 
his team every day. 

“They truly are a fun group 
to be around each day. There 
have been some growing 
pains — and a bit of extra 
conditioning at times — but 
we are getting there.” Brin-
kley said. 

The Tigers have not had a 
winning season on the court 
since capturing a regional 
and sectional championship 
during the 2013-14 season. 

Returning to the roster 
following a departure from 
the team last year will be sen-
iors Nathan Zorn and Coy 
Landrum. Brinkley hopes 
their aggressive style and 
their physical play will rub off 
on the rest of the team. The 
new coach hopes these two 
will also provide leadership 
and a winning attitude for the 
squad.

Other players wearing the 

orange and black who played 
significant time last year will 
be juniors Mason Hutchings, 
Garrett King and Jude Sulli-
van. These three play-ers put 
in heavy minutes as sopho-
mores and Brinkley is hoping 
that they make a jump this 
winter.

The remaining seniors on 
the roster are Jared Bowers 
and Dustin Creech. These 
players stand 6’9” and 6’4” 
respectively and will rotate 
under the basket. 

One of the other giants 
missing this year is senior 
Matthew Brouwer, who 
earned All LIC honors last 
season. The 6’9” Brouwer will 
miss his final season due to a 
heart condition that will not 
allow him to play. 

Brinkley laments the fact 
he will be without his man in 

the middle — but is thank-ful 
that his condition was caught 
in time.

“He (Brouwer) was having 
an unbelievable summer and 
I was really looking for-ward 
to coaching him, Brinkley 
said. “I feel absolutely terrible 
for him and his fami-ly, but 
I’m glad they caught it before 
something happened.”

Brouwer will still be on the 
sidelines as a student manag-
er and has been working with 
the taller Tigers to prepare 
them for the upcoming sea-
son. 

With the final week of prac-
tice wrapping up, Brinkley 
is looking for his “everyday 
guys” who will perform under 
the lights. He further explains 
this by saying that “every spot 
is earned on a daily basis.” 

TCT 
tips off 
Monday

Lady Tigers dominating
BY DAN DUNDAS
& JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Paris Lady Tigers basketball 
team bullied their way into the title 
game of the NAL Tournament by 
capping pool play with a resounding 
55-30 win over the Danville Lady Vi-
kings Thursday, Nov. 21, at Paris High 
School.

Sarah Isaf had another strong night 
with a game high 24 points, but much 
of the credit for the lopsided victory 
goes to the Paris perimeter defenders 
who held the highly regarded Danville 
guard Erin Hoult to 9 points on the 
night. 

Paris Head Coach Dave Tingley was 
effusive in his praise for the guard — 
but for his de-fense as well. 

“She’s a tremendous player that has 
colleges looking at her. We had Maddy 
Rigdon on her with Jenna Gates and 
Kate Littleton as well, and they kind of 
wore her out,” Tingley said. 

“The one advantage for us is that 
they don’t have a ton of shooters that 
we have to chase around, so that lets us 
follow her and put more help on her,” 
the Tiger coach explained.

Isaf did most of her damage early in 
the game, putting up the Lady Tigers 
first seven points. 

Another basket and three-pointer to 
open the second quarter gave Paris a 
15-7 lead as the Paris defense stepped 
up, grabbing rebounds and getting to 
any loose ball they could. 

Even with a bigger team, Paris was 
able to work deeper into their bench 
with a 21-7 lead in the second quarter 
with freshmen Kendra Young, Trinity 
Tingley and Deming Hawkins getting 
some minutes off the bench. 

Danville’s offense picked up in the sec-
ond half, drawing almost even with the 
Lady Tigers. Paris kept up its defensive 
effort in a continuously physical game. 

An exciting sequence happened later 
in the third quarter when Jenna Gates 
brought down two offensive rebounds 
eventually leading to a Kelsie Cramp-
ton basket and foul opportuni-ty.

Danville was never able to trim its 
deficit to less than 15 through the 
fourth quarter. 

“Offensively, need to do a better job 
of not taking quick shots however, we 
need to value our offensive posses-
sions, and our open shots have to get 
knocked down,” Tingley said. 

As for Saturday, Tingley noted Cham-
paign Central “is reloaded and we are 
looking for-ward to seeing them as it 
would be great to get a tourney title.” 

PARIS 66, DECATUR EISENHOWER 17
The Lady Tigers easily won their 

second game of the NAL tournament 
against Decatur-Eisenhower Lady 
Panthers Tuesday, Nov. 19, at Eveland 
Gym, 66-17. 

Paris set the pace of the game from 
the start with the team quickness and 

speed up and down the court. 
“We used our speed throughout to-

night, whether it was on offense or de-
fense. It obviously led to plenty of fast 
breaks for us, but it starts with chasing 
the ball down, getting on the floor and 
getting possession first,” Tingley said.

Leading the charge in the fast break 
madness was Gates, who tallied up 
11 assists, many on a combination of 
court long heaves or lobs that culmi-
nated in a layup at the other end.

Krabel was the recipient of a few of 
those passes during the opening quar-
ter, leading to her 13 points on the 
night and helping to build Paris’ 17-2 
advantage after the first quarter. Par-is 
was helped by two three-pointers by 
Isaf as well. 

The game remained physical 
throughout, with seemingly more Par-
is players than Eisen-hower players 
hitting the floor. Eisenhower managed 

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Paris fans were elated to see the return of Lady Tiger senior Sarah Isaf, shown 
here moving down the floor Monday, Nov. 18, against Parke Heritage in the first 
round of the NAL Tourney. Isaf missed the majority of the 2018-2019 with a knee 
injury but returned to the hardwood as the leading Paris scorer in each of the pool 
games of the tourney.

See LADY TIGERS, Page 10A

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Senior Karrington Krabel takes the ball 
on a fast break during Monday’s win 
over Parke Heritage at PHS.

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

HUME — When it 
comes to the game of bas-
ketball, Cyrus Furgeson 
has it in his blood.

The Shiloh graduate has 
been a household name 
after making his rise as 
one of the top players in 
the area during his playing 
days for the Raider in his 
first three seasons on the 
hardwood. In his senior 
season as a member of the 
Tri-County Titans, was the 
lead point guard and the 
floor general keeping the 
team under control in key 
situations.

Furgeson then used that 
knowledge to dive into the 
coaching ranks, having 
been the assis-tant coach 
for the Titans program the 
past three seasons under 
Dave Smith. For 2019-
2020, Furgeson is now the 
guy taking the reins.

Furgeson takes over for 
Smith — who stepped 
down in March — look-
ing to build on the Titans 
17-16 season a year ago. 
Last year’s Titans won the 
LOVC Southeast Division 
tournament title. 

For the 2019-2020 sea-
son, 12 players will suit 
up for the Titans — four 
seniors, five jun-iors and 
three sophomores. Only 
three players have signif-
icant playing time from a 
year ago. Furgeson is look-
ing to fill some numbers 
for a team that averaged 
59.3 points a con-test last 
year. 

The Titans will rely on 
returning senior Mitch 
Pollock for production as 
the team’s leading return-
ing scorer averaging 11.6 
points a season ago. Pol-
lock was also the team’s 
leading rebounder, averag-
ing six per game. Pollock 
missed the last month of 
the season a year ago af-
ter suffering a broken left 
wrist. 

Pollock will have some 
help in the paint as senior 
Kenzal Lloyd returns as 
the team’s sec-ond leading 
rebounder at 4.7 a contest. 
He was the team’s sixth 
man off the bench a year 

See TCT, Page 10A

See TIGERS, Page 10A
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two baskets to open the sec-
ond quar-ter, but Paris took 
the momentum back with 
a three-point play on a fast 
break from Gates to Krabel. 
Both Krabel and Isaf helped 
build the lead to 34-10. 

Paris stretched the lead to 
45-12 at the half.

Isaf came out on fire in the 
opening portions of the third 
quarter. After Gates connect-
ed on more long passes for 
layups, Paris began rolling in 
some younger players buoyed 
by re-turning guards Kate Lit-
tleton and Madyson Rigdon. 
The younger group along 
with junior post player Emma 

Henderson stacked togeth-
er several possessions with 
smooth ball movement to 
lead 63-17 in the fourth quar-
ter, eventually winning 66-17. 

PARIS 66, PARKE HERITAGE 21
The Lady Tigers opened 

their season and the first 
round of pool play in the NAL 
tourna-ment with a 66-21 win 
over Parke Heritage Monday 
at Paris High School. 

At the end of the first pe-
riod Monday, the Tigers held 
a 26-8 lead. The Tigers were 
out-scored 8-7 in the second 
quarter taking a 33-16 lead at 
halftime. From there on, the 
Tiger defense held the Wolves 
to just five total points in the 
second half. 

After missing most of last 
season due to a knee injury, 
Isaf returned to action and 
led the Lady Tigers with 14 
points. Gates followed close-
ly behind with 13 points and 
Rigdon add-ed 12. Krabel 
had her usual well-rounded 
game as she snagged eight 
rebounds, handed out five 
assists and scored nine points 
in the contest. Littleton added 
four points. 

The remaining points were 
scored by freshmen as Ken-
dra Young who came off the 
bench, knocked down a pair 
of threes and finished with 
seven points in the game. 
Trinity Tingley added five 
points and Deming Hawkins 
scored two points. 

TCT GIRLS
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steals a game from a year 
ago.  

Senior Lillie Cox is the 
team’s returning center 
and will be relied on heav-
ily to fill in the void left by 
Kiersten Price-Wilson.

Price-Wilson  was the 
team’s second leading 
scorer netting 12.5 points 
a game for the Titans.

Cox will have some 
back-up as senior Cai-
lynne Phillips and junior 
Kaylenn Hunt. 

The back court will also 
have a third option in se-
nior Izzy Carroll. 

Carroll will bring depth 
at the guard position 
along with three newcom-
ers in freshman Thaylee 
Barry — the third Barry 
sister in the line of players 
to join the program — 
Grace Hopper and Kaylin 
Williams. 

Senior Gwen Morris 
will also step up in a guard 
role having three seasons 
of junior varsity experi-
ence under her belt along 
with the twin sister duo 
of Emily and Madison 
Barrow. 

The schedule has eight 
Lincoln Prairie Conf er-
ence games along with 
the team’s annual trek to 
Oakwood for the McDon-
ald’s Comet Classic this 
weekend. 

The Titans will also 
play in the highly-regard-
ed Charleston Holiday 
Tournament in Decem-
ber. 

TCT will also take on 
familiar non-conference 
foes in Tuscola, Paris and 
Salt Fork.

The Titans will also 
have a rematch of last 
year’s sectional final when 
they travel to Altamont to 
take on a tough team on 
Dec. 7. 

TCT will also once 
again face the two-time 
defending IHSA Class 
1A champions Danville 
Schlarman on Jan. 17. 
Schlarman has moved up 
to Class 2A this season.

The Titans will play 
their first two games in 
Pool A of the McDon-
ald’s Comet Classic today 
taking on the Hoope-
ston Area Cornjerkers at 
1p.m. The second game is 
against  the Westville Ti-
gers at 4:30 p.m. at Oak-
wood High School. 

TCT
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ago.
The only other returning 

player that had significant 
time is junior Cole McClain, 
who was the team’s other 
key player off the bench. He 
is back as the team’s second 
leading scorer averaging 6.8 
points a game and the team’s 
leading shooter percentage 
wise shooting 43 percent 
from the field from a season 
ago. 

The rest of the team con-
sists of players that had played 
significantly in the junior 
varsity ranks a year ago in ju-
niors CJ Eakle, Clayton Pardi 
and Jordan Pena along with 
sopho-mores Ashton Thomp-
son and Jack Armstrong. 

Seniors Drew Bevill and 

Josh Hunt also come 
from last season’s JV team 
along with junior Dame-
on Bolton, who provides 
an extra need of quickness 
and depth off the bench. 
Sophomore Payton Bell 
was a key sixth man for the 
JV squad a year ago with 
his defensive skills and 
toughness to fight for the 
ball giving the Titans one 
of its deepest and most 
talented rosters in recent 
memory.

The schedule has the Ti-
tans looking to defend last 
season’s title in their own 
Turkey Tour-nament next 
week in Hume along with 
hosting the Holiday Tour-
nament in December. The 
Titans will also start play 
in the new Lincoln Prairie 
Conference this season 
with nine league games 
after December along with 
their annual games against 
Tuscola and Chrisman in 
the first half of the season. 

The Titans begin play 
on Monday, Nov. 25 in day 
one of their own Turkey 
Tournament against Hut-
sonville-Palestine at Shi-
loh. Tip off is set for 7 p.m. 

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216

MATHEWS INKS TO PLAY AT BALL STATE

Special to The Prairie Press 

Paris senior Kaitlyn Mathews signed a national letter of intent last week to play softball for the 
Ball State University Cardinals in Muncie, Ind. Pictured at the signing are seated, from left, 
mother Darcie Mathews, Kaitlyn Mathews and father, Kile Mathews. Standing, from left, as PHS 
assisant coach Lonnie Sapp, PHS Softball Coach Jeremy Clodfelder and PHS assistant coach  
Randy Winkler.
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 “This final week will tell us 
a lot about who can take what 
we have practiced and apply 
it in games when people are 
in the stands. The guys who 
are mentally and physically 
tough, do things the right way 
on and off the court and give 
us the best shot to win will 
play,” the former Tiger player 
said.

Brinkley brought in two 
new assistant coaches to man 
the sidelines with him this 
winter. Nate Hansen joins 
the staff fresh off of a final 
four run at the University of 
Southern Indiana. Coinci-
dentally, Hansen played for 
Paris native Rodney Watson 
while attending that school. 
Brinkley has expressed his 
joy with what Hansen has 
brought to the table thus far. 

“We’re excited for him to 
bring some of the knowledge 
he has gained over the years 
to our program. He has been 

excellent when it comes to 
breaking down the funda-
mentals of the game and ex-
plaining how every action is 
related to game situ-ations,” 
Brinkley said. 

The other new member is 
one familiar to Brinkley from 
his coaching days — and one 
that he is happy he does not 
have to face. Steven Davis, 
a Terre Haute, Ind., native, 
joins the program after finish-
ing up his career at the Uni-
versity of Missouri-St. Louis. 
While there, Davis was the 
runner-up for the player of 
the year in the Great Rivers 
Athletic Conference while 
playing for Olney Central 
College. 

“Coach Davis is a great role 
model for the young men, 
and we’re excited to have him 
join the program. As one of 
the hardest players I person-
ally had to coach against and 
scheme against, we are excit-
ed for him to be a part of our 
team now,” Brinkley said. 

When Brinkley was assem-

bling his staff, he wanted to 
make sure that the guys he 
brought in had a certain ped-
igree. “Both of these young 
men played at a very high 
level and have played under 
some great coaches,” he ex-
plained.

While taking over a pro-
gram is tough enough, get-
ting players to learn a whole 
new system is overwhelming. 
Brinkley admits, “As far as 
my offensive and defensive 
schemes go, my staff and I 
are throwing a lot at the boys 
right now. They are a bit over-
loaded and we understand 
that. It’s not going to be per-
fect at the start of the season, 
but we ask that they play hard, 
have positive attitudes, and 
respect the game.” 

“We will get better as the 
season goes along. Whether 
we win or lose, my hope is 
that we have a community 
that is proud of their boys and 
the way they handle them-
selves each and every game,” 
Brinkley concluded.

Illini face Iowa on the road
IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP) 

— Illinois takes its stirring run 
in the Big Ten this season to 
another house of horrors on 
Saturday.

No 19 Iowa has dominated 
the Fighting Illini over the past 
decade and has not lost to Illi-
nois at home since 1999. Iowa 
also handed Illinois a 63-0 loss 
in Champaign a year ago, a de-
feat the Illini seem intent on 
answering for.

“It’s taken an awful lot to get 
us fired up, and we are anxious 
to play this game. We were em-
barrassed on our home turf 
last year,” Illinois coach Lovie 
Smith said. “It will be a good 
challenge for us to go on the 
road. But we accept that chal-
lenge.”

This has been a feel-good 
year for Illinois (6-4, 4-3 
Big Ten), which has won 
four consecutive conference 
games for the first time in 18 
years. It started with a stun-
ning win over then-No. 6 Wis-
consin and the most recent 
surprise, a 37-34 win on the 
road against Michigan State 
in a game Illinois trailed by 25 
points. Suddenly the hot seat 
for Smith has cooled and the 
two-year contract extension 
(through 2023) that he got a 
year ago doesn’t look quite so 
odd.

Still, Illinois has beaten 

Iowa just once since 2000 and 
the Hawkeyes (7-3, 4-3) just 
knocked off previously unbeat-
en Minnesota.

IOWA DEFENSE
The Illini scored 75 points 

in their last two games but 
will face a stern test Saturday. 
Iowa is fifth nationally in scor-
ing defense at 12.4 points per 
game, and no one has scored 
more than 24 points on the 
Hawkeyes all season. Illinois 
does run the ball — nearly 39 
times a game — but only gains 
3.87 yards per attempt (93rd 
nationally).

Still, Iowa coach Kirk Fer-
entz believes that what Illi-
nois has done over its last four 
games is no fluke.

“I’m not at all surprised by 
Illinois. I didn’t know when it 
was going to happen, but my 
sense was it was going to hap-
pen, and it is happening now,” 
Ferentz said.

ILLINOIS DEFENSE
The Illini have turned things 

around behind the nation’s 
most opportunistic defense, a 
nod to Smith’s strength dating 
to his days with the Chicago 
Bears and Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers. Illinois leads the nation 
in defensive touchdowns (six), 
turnovers forced (26), fumble 
recoveries (16) and turnover 

margin (plus-1.4). The Illini 
are also 3-1 on the road this 
season.

“Good football teams have 
to go on the road and win, and 
I feel we are equipped to do 
that. We run the football on the 
offensive side, we put an em-
phasis on ball security and tak-
ing the ball away on defense,” 
Smith said.

EXTRA POINTS
Iowa’s three losses came by 

just 14 points to Penn State, 
Michigan and Wisconsin — 
all ranked teams that are a 
combined 25-5. ... Illinois still 
has a shot at the West Division 
title, but it’s a long one. The Il-
lini need to win out and have 
Minnesota and Wisconsin 
lose on Saturday. If the Bad-
gers then beat the Gophers 
on Nov. 30, Illinois would be 
crowned division champion. 
... Illinois running back Reggie 
Corbin’s 6.6 yards per career 
carry ranks fourth among ac-
tive FBS players with at least 
2,000 yards.

HE SAID IT
“There’s something inherent-

ly sick about football in general. 
I can’t explain it. But people 
seem to be drawn to it. Certainly 
the players and coaches are.” — 
Ferentz on the magnetic draw of 
football for some.
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Tigers celebrate another LIC title season

Special to The Prairie Press

Earning honors as most valuable players on the junior varsity and varsity teams for the 2019 
season were honored during the annual banquet Sunday at Paris High School. Honored were, from 
left, Nick Mohler, JV defensive MVP; Eli Board, JV offensive MVP;  Coy Landrum, varsity offensive 
MVP; Nathan Zorn, varsity defensive MVP; and Sam Mays, team MVP.

Special to The Prairie Press

Earning honors as the most improved players for the Tiger varsi-
ty are, from left, Logan Bartley, Ethan Graham and Chase Hays.

Special to The Prairie Press

Top lineman honored at the annual Paris Tiger football award 
banquet are, from left, Jackson Boatman,defensive line MVP; 
Hudson Hollis and Ethan Branch, co-winners of the offensive 
line MVP; and JV lineman of the year, Mason Boatman.

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris Department Award 
or the 2019 football season 
was presented to PHS senior-
Sam Mays.

Special to The Prairie Press

Carter Hays was presented 
the Tiger Award by displaying 
all the attributes of a team 
player.

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Paris Tiger football 
team put a bow on their 
2019 campaign as they held 
their awards banquet last 
Sunday in The Den at the 
high school.

For the second straight 
year, Coach Jeremy Clod-
felder was able to recognize 
his team as the Little Illini 
Conference champions. The 
Tigers finished the regular 
season with an 8-1 record, 
while finishing 7-1 in the 
conference. Their lone blem-
ish was a week 3 loss at Law-
renceville. In all, the LIC 
produced five IHSA playoff 
teams this year.

Clodfelder took the podi-
um and gave a quick over-
view of each game on the 
schedule. He emphasized 
the fact that his senior class 
finished with a 17-1 mark 
over the last two seasons, 
qualified for the playoffs for 
a third-consecutive year, 
hosted home playoff games 
in succession for the first 
time in school history and 
gave perennial powerhouse 
Kankakee Bishop Mc-
Namara all that they wanted 
in the opening round of this 
year’s playoffs. 

This group of seniors were 
actually in the eighth grade 
when Clodfelder arrived 
four years ago. In that span, 
the Tigers finished with re-
cords of 2-7, 6-4, 10-1, and 
8-2. 

The first awards went the 
junior varsity squad who 
wrapped up another success-
ful season. 

The lineman-of-the-year 
award went to freshman Ma-
son Boatman. Earning the 
offensive MVP award was 
running back and linebacker 
Eli Board. 

On the defensive side of 
the ball, sophomore Nick 
Mohler took home the most 
valuable player plaque. All 
three players earned varsi-
ty playing time this season, 
with Mohler and Board con-
tributing on the special team 
unit.

Next up was the varsity 
awards presentation. 

Clodfelder’s coaching staff 
voted on all of these awards, 
but they were not able to 
come up with just one most 
improved player. 

Instead, that honor went to 
sophomore lineman Logan 
Bartley, senior wideout and 
cornerback Chase Hays and 
senior kicker Ethan Graham.

The Tiger coach praised 
the work of these three gen-
tlemen to not only improve 

themselves, but also their ac-
complishments to the team.

Graham did not kick in a 
varsity game this season un-
til he got the nod in week 
three. From there on out, 
Graham was a reliable scorer 
for the Tigers, including four 
straight extra points at Rob-
inson to provide the winning 
margin in a two-point victo-
ry — and a 35-yard field goal 
in the mud and rain at Olney 
to secure a 17-14 victory. 

Hays played as a freshman 
and sophomore, but sat out 
his junior season. He re-
turned to the gridiron this 
year and Clodfelder was elat-
ed that he did. Not only was 
Hays second on the team in 
interceptions, he was often 
called on to cover an oppo-
nent’s top receiver — and he 
did that extremely well. 

Prior to a season-ending 
leg injury in week three, 
Hays and his twin brother 
Carter provided corner cov-
erage for the Tigers. Their 
speed in pursuit was un-
matched by anyone wearing 
the orange and black.

Bartley improved his 
dominance on the defensive 
line so much that his effort 
in the weight room and on 
the practice field earned him 
a spot on the all-conference 
team.

The award for most valu-
able lineman was also a shared 
award, with senior Hud-
son Hollis and junior Ethan 
Branch earning the honors. 
On the defensive line, senior 
Jackson Boatman took home 
the plaque as the MVP.

Clodfelder was upset at the 
fact that the Tigers, despite 
winning the conference title, 
were not most represented 
on the all-conference teams. 
First team honors went to 
Hollis(lineman), Mays(re-
ceiver), Landrum(running 
back), and Zorn(lineback-

er). Earning second-team 
honors were Branch(line-
man), junior Mason Hutch-
ings(receiver), junior Gar-
rett King(defensive back), 
and Chase Hays(defensive 
back). Bartley was named 
to the honorable mention 
squad as a lineman. Hutch-
ings gained 151 yards on the 
ground, led the team with 28 
receptions for 416 yards, and 
completed five-of-6 passes 
for 94 yards. He accounted 
for five total touchdowns. 
King caught 13 passes for 
264 yards and a pair of 
scores, and led the team with 
six interceptions-including 
one for a touchdown.

The Tiger Award is pre-
sented annually to the play-
er who best exemplifies all 
of the characteristics of a 
team player. That award was 
earned by senior wide re-
ceiver and cornerback Car-
ter Hays. 

In the week following the 
loss to Lawrenceville, Hays 
broke his leg in practice 
during team drills. What 
happened the rest of the 
season is what earned the 
fourth-year player this pres-
tigious award. Hays never 
missed a game, or practice, 
or film session even though 
he knew that his career was 
over. 

During games you could 
catch him on the bench, with 
his crutches nearby, either 
giving words of encourage-
ment to his teammates or re-
pairing equipment that was 
damaged in the game. 

While it could have been 
easy for a player to just fade 
away from the team, Hays 
was a presence whenever the 
team assembled and contrib-
uted any way that was seen 
fit.

Finishing just 10 yards shy 
of the 1,000 yard rushing 
mark this season, senior tail-

back Coy Landrum earned 
the Offensive MVP award. 
Not only did Landrum rush 
for 990 yards on just 135 at-
tempts(a 7.3 yards-per-carry 
average), he scored 13 times 
and caught six passes. 

On the other side of the 
line of scrimmage, senior 
linebacker Nathan Zorn took 
home the Defensive MVP 
award. When fans would see 
opposing ball carriers or re-
ceivers knocked backwards 
on a play, you could almost 
be guaranteed that Zorn was 
the one delivering the pun-
ishment. His bone-jarring 
hits will stick in Tiger fans’ 
memories for quite some 
time. Not to mention, Zorn 
also gained 398 yards on 
the ground on offense and 
scored eight times-including 
three in the game at Law-
renceville.

The final award passed 
out was for the Team MVP. 
Clodfelder got a little emo-
tional when he mentioned 
the thought of number 4 not 
being around next season. 
Senior do-it-all player Sam 
Mays earned the honor for 
not only his work on Friday 
nights and Saturday after-
noons, but also his presence 
on the practice field, in the 
weight room, and in the film 
room. 

Mays carried the ball 10 
times, caught 18 passes 
for 236 yards and a pair of 
touchdowns, returned the 
opening kick against Flora 
for a touchdown, as well as 
handling all of the punting 
duties.

There were also three 
awards handed out by orga-
nizations outside the school. 
The Methodist Men’s Good 
Sportsmanship award was 
given to junior quarterback 
Danny Perry. This award is 
voted on by opposing coach-
es who they think displayed 

the best sportsmanship 
during their matchup. Perry 
earned this award in spite of 
the fact that he did not take 
over starting duties until the 
fourth week of the season.

Mark Brinkerhoff present-
ed the Paris Fire Department 
Award to Sam Mays. The fi-
nal award handed out was 
the Paris Sports Network 
Titanium Award. This award 
is granted to the player who 

plays the game 100 m.p.h., is 
not always the biggest dog in 
the fight, but who outworks 
their opponents in every as-
pect. The award was given to 
senior Nathan Zorn.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

Lady Eagles rolling on
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com

The Crestwood Lady Eagles 
seventh grade basketball team re-
mains undefeated for the season, 
heading into IESA regional action 
this weekend and next week.

Crestwood is hosting the 
IESA Class 7-2A regional fea-
turing the Lady Eagles, Arcola, 
Sidell Salt Fork, Villa Grove, 
Tuscola and Georgetown 
Mary Miller.

CRESTWOOD 7TH 45, CASEY 24
The Crestwood seventh 

grade Lady Eagles continued 
its strong season with a domi-
nant 45-24 win over Casey. A 
quick start and strong offensive 
rhythm allowed the Lady Ea-
gles to run past Casey. 

Graci Watson led the team 
with 17 points, two rebounds, 
six steals and one assist. Ma-
zie Mae Hawkins scored 14 
points, six rebounds and four 
steals. 

Taylor Clark scored two 
points, one rebound, two 
assists and two steals. Kilee 
Edwards had two points, two 
rebounds and one steal. Kylee 
Kleptz had two points and one 
rebound. Mirayah Smith had 
two points, one assist and one 
steal. Reese Lehman had four 
rebounds and one assist. Lot-
tie Volstorf had two points and 
one rebound. 

CRESTWOOD 8TH 33, CASEY 4 
The Crestwood eighth 

grade girl’s basketball team 
controlled every aspect of the 
game against Casey, winning 
33-4. 

Gracie Dyer paced the team 
with 12 points, six steals, two 
rebounds and one assist. Jami 

Wallace had six points and 
three rebounds. Taylor Clark 
scored six points, two steals 
and one assist. 

CRESTWOOD 7TH 33, CHARLES-
TON 21 

The Crestwood seventh 
team put together a complete 
performance against Charles-
ton, winning 33-21. 

Taylor Clark scored a team 
high 16 points to go along 
with three steals and one assist. 
Graci Watson had 11 points, 
four steals, three rebounds and 
three assists. 

Mazie Mae Hawkins scored 
four points to pair with six re-
bounds, three steals and one 
assist. Bella Moreschi had two 
points, three rebounds, two 
assists and one steal. Samantha 
Kindred had five rebounds and 
five steals. Hailey Yantis had 
one rebound. Sophie Hender-
son had one rebound. 

CRESTWOOD 8TH 27
CHARLESTON 19 

The Crestwood eighth grade 
girl’s basketball team held off a 
fervent Charleston rally, win-
ning 27-19. 

Vivian Moore scored 10 
points to go along with two 
rebounds, two assists and 
one steal. Gracie Dyer had 
11 points, three rebounds 
and one steal. Graci Wat-
son scored six points, four 
rebounds, three assists and 
two steals. Taylor Clark 
had two assists. Aubree 
Leader had two rebounds. 
Jami Wallace had three re-
bounds. Cate Kirby had two 
rebounds and one steal. Ma-
zie Mae Hawkins had two 
rebounds. 
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It’s been years since there was a 
children’s boutique in Paris — but the 
Twigg sisters are changing that today.

“Ellie and Olive 
Children’s Boutique” 
opened at 10 a.m. 
today on the west side 
of the Paris square 
— specifically 117 
N. Central — the 
brainchild of sisters 
Pia Krieger, Franceska 
and Teresa Twigg. 
And while the shop 
isn’t located in a stately 
home on East Court 
Street, walking through the door will 
certainly remind many Paris residents 
of the former Mary Sue Tot Shop, 
which was operated for many years by 
Mary Martha Hall.

The new boutique offers boys and 
girls clothes from newborn to size 10 
with some girls clothes up to size 14, 
Teresa noted. 

Josephine Vitale, the mother of the 
three sisters, said the inspiration for the 
boutique was the birth of Pia’s daugh-
ter, Ellie, now eight months old.

“We wanted to bring children’s store 
to our community and encourage our 
friends and neighbors to shop locally,” 
Teresa said.

Pia said she has always wanted to 
have a children’s boutique and when 
the space was available from Jared and 
Stephanie McKenna — who operated 
Bee Sweet Boutique next door — 
“things just fell together.”

The space has been empty for some 
time, Pia said but the McKenna’s did a 
floor to ceiling renovation.

A trip to market in either Atlanta or 
Dallas to purchase the latest styles for 
spring and summer is planned after the 
first of the year, Pia said. “Right now, 
we’re concentrating on getting the 
store open,” she said, noting all three 
sisters are excited about the holiday 
styles available for both boys and girls.

Among the popular children’s 
clothing lines featured in the shop are 
Rufflebutts and Ruggedbutts, Mud Pie, 
Gigi and Max, Elegant Baby and Bailey 
and Blossoms.

“We have something for every price 
range. That was important to us,” said 

Teresa, who is also the reigning Miss 
Edgar County Fair Queen. “We want-
ed to be able to offer affordable clothes 
for every child.”

One of the features of the shop 
are the Gigi and Max and other lines 
which specialize in handmade going 
home outfits for boys and girls. “We 
have everything for the newborn,” Pia 
explained, including teethers, bibs and 
blankets.

The sisters will also be setting up 
a baby shower registry so expectant 
mothers can provide gift ideas for 
those attending a gathering. “We will 
also be putting together gift baskets,” 
Teresa said. A customer only needs 
to drop by and give a budget and the 
sisters will take it from there, she said.

In addition, the complete clothing 
lines available in the store can be 
purchased on the store’s web site for 
shipping to friends and relatives away 
from Paris. “We’ll do all the work 
including shipping,” Pia said.

The sisters also have plans to even-
tually collaborate locally with other 
merchants on events. “We want to put 
our community’s best foot forward,” 
Pia said. “There’s no reason to drive to 
Terre Haute or Champaign.”

Besides the children’s clothes, 
the boutique offers baby gifts and 
children’s toys. They are particularly 
excited about the selection for Christ-
mas and holiday clothes available in 
the shop.

“We have a ton of holiday stuff,” Pia 
said, with everything to holiday dresses 
to pajamas to play clothes to elaborate 
bows. 

There will be a grand opening 
celebration at a later date, Pia said. “We 
wanted to be open to support Christ-
mas in Paris,” she said. 

Each sister emphasized how much 
encouragement they have received 
from not only local merchants but res-
idents as well. “We’ve learned business 
from the best,” Teresa said, noting the 
strong Vitale family connection. “With 
the changes at the mall, there was really 
nowhere to go to shop for children. We 
realized this when Ellie came along.”

Ellie and Olive Children’s Boutique 
will be open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
today and 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday. It will be closed on 
Sunday and Monday.

(Nancy Zeman is publisher and 
co-owner of The Prairie Press. Email her 
at nzeman@prairiepress.net.)

ELLIE AND OLIVE CHILDREN’S BOUTIQUE

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

It’s a sisters’ enterprise at Ellie and Olive Children’s Boutique which opens at 10 a.m. in downtown Paris. From left, Pia Krieg-
er, Franceska and Teresa Twigg wanted to provide local residents a place to shop for girls clothes from newborn to size 14 and 
boys apparel from newborn to size 10 in their hometown.

Boutique opening today

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Sisters, from left, Pia Krieger, Franceska and Teresa Twigg and the Ellie Krieger, who 
being held by her mother, are ready to greet customers at the new Ellie and Olive 
Children’s Boutique on the west side of square in downtown Paris.

Like most of my stories, 
this one needs a bit of 
background for a better 

under-
standing. 
Driving 
into Deca-
tur on U. 
S. Route 
36 from 
the east, 
one can’t 
help but 
notice a 
huge grain 
processing 

facility on the right. Also 
visible is the firm’s main 
office building, 15-stories 
tall, nicknamed the Castle 
of the Cornfields. 

 A turn north on state 
Route 121 places the driv-
er on an overpass that pro-
vides a splendid panoram-
ic view of railroad tracks, 
smokestacks, storage tanks 
and manufacturing plants. 
A strong odor of cooked 
grain invades the nostrils.  

Since 2005, this impres-
sive industrial plant has 
been owned and operated 
by Tate and Lyle, a British 
company, but from 1906 
to 2005 it was A. E. Staley 
Manufacturing Company. 
Most Decatur residents 
continue to refer to it as 
Staley’s.

A. E. (Augustus Eu-
gene) Staley was born in 
1867 on an ordinary fami-
ly farm in North Carolina. 
Chubby in childhood, he 
remained so in adulthood. 
His parents planned a 
ministerial career for him, 
but he entered business 
instead.  

In 1906, he bought an 
old cornstarch plant in De-
catur for $45,000. In 1922, 
he asked Decatur to fund 
construction of a lake with 
38 miles of shoreline to 
provide 10 million gallons 
of water daily for his plant.

“If you don’t, I’ll move 
to Peoria,” he said. The 
city voted to build Lake 
Decatur.  Gene, as he was 
known, died in 1940. His 
industry sold in 2005 for 
$1.42 billion.  

An interesting side 
note to Mr. Staley was 
his interest in football. In 
1919, his company fielded 
a football team, staffed by 
employees, called the De-
catur Staleys.  Three years 
later this team became the 
Chicago Bears, owned and 
coached by one of Staley’s 
employees named George 
Halas. Today the Bears 
have a mascot named Sta-
ley the Bear plus plenty of 
devoted fans from Paris.

A friend of mine who 
spent his career working 
at the Staley plant prior to 
retirement, told me this 
story.

Stealing 
from 
Staley

See CODGER, Page 2B

This is the first shotgun deer 
season of 2019 in Illinois with 
hunters waiting on that trophy 
buck. 

It’s been a rite of fall for 
120,000 years. Our Homo 
sapien, Neanderthal and 
Denisovan ancestors all par-
ticipated. A Neanderthal spear 
wound was found in a fossil 
skeleton in northern Germany. 
Early hunts were memorialized 
with cave wall paintings like 
the Lascaux Cave in France 
dating to 18,000 B.C. Just a 
year ago, Edgar County made 
international news with one of 
the largest whitetail bucks ever 
taken by arrow.

 Deer evolved from a dimin-
utive tusked animal 50 million 
years ago. Deer replaced the 
slender three-toed species 
of horses and the American 
rhinos in forest environments 
during the Miocene, becoming 
recognizable 15 million years 
ago.

 All species of deer are in 
the Cervidae family. White-
tail are the earliest species of 

true deer starting 4 million 
years ago and they have not 
changed. Evolution replaces 
traits only when they are better 
adapted and the whitetail is so 
well designed that it has not 
changed in 3 million years. 
It’s a species nature got right 
having a slender bone structure 
with well-placed muscles and 
tendons. They can run 30 mph, 
broad jump 30 feet across a 
ravine and sail over a nine-foot 
fence effortlessly.

Their daytime eyesight is 
not great, with 20/100 vision 
they only see detail at 20 feet 
we pick out at 100. Yet, the 
other senses compensate. They 
can’t see red and orange but 
do see green, yellow, blue and 
even UV light like a bee. Deers’ 
night vision is 50 times better 
than ours and long adjustable 
ears, acting like sonar, give 
them excellent location detec-
tion. The true superpower is 
the olfactory system. Humans 
have 5 million olfactory re-
ceptors, a dog has 220 million, 
but the whitetail contains 300 

million receptors and can smell 
a human half a mile away. 

The whitetails’ distinctive 
white flag 
tail is used 
the way 
Navy ships 
flash flags 
ship-to-ship 
for commu-
nication. It’s 
used to warn 
others of 
danger when 
fleeing, but 
they can flash 

multiple signs to communicate 
with other whitetail. Other 
members of the Cervidae in-
cluding red deer, elk, reindeer 
(caribou) and moose share 
these characteristics.

 Other mammal fami-
lies may have hard external 
protrusions but only the 
Cervidae have antlers. Tusked 
mammals include elephants, 
walruses and wild hogs. Tusks 
are elongated specialized 
teeth that never stop growing. 
The bovine family, including 

cows, bison, gazelles, sheep, 
goats and oxen, have horns. 
A horn is a single protrusion 
that is smooth and extends to a 
single point. It grows out like a 
fingernail from the base and is 
never shed.

Bovine are cloven-hoofed, 
ruminant mammals. A cloven 
hoof a split into two parts, or 
toes, unlike a horse’s single 
hoof. A ruminant has a four-
part stomach to eat grass, 
which is then broken down in 
stages with bacteria and cud 
chewing.

Deer share a common 
history with the bovine but 
split millions of years ago. Deer 
are also ruminants with four 
stomachs. They have a cloven 
hoof but their unique feature 
is a majestic rack of antlers. 
Deer antlers attach to the skull 
like horns but have a totally 
different morphology.

Antlers are bones growing 
outside of the body. Like birds 
molting or leaves changing 
color, day length controls the 
antler life cycle. In April as days 

grow longer, the pituitary and 
thyroid increase hormones and 
stimulate growth. Starting at 
the attachment point called the 
pedicle a nub begins and starts 
as cartilage but is replaced by 
calcium bone material. Cov-
ered in a sheath the antler is fed 
by a rich network of blood and 
nerve cells supplying oxygen 
and nutrients. This material is 
called the velvet. Antlers grow 
out from the tip and can grow 
over half an inch per day. It is 
the fastest growing of all mam-
mal bones reaching full size in 
three months. 

Growing a rack requires an 
enormous supply of nutrients 
and minerals. Deer look for 
salt/mineral licks but never 
have enough. A buck will 
cannibalize its own non-weight 
bearing bones, dissolving part 
of their own ribs and moving 
materials out. Antlers grow in 
a branched pattern with tines. 
Size depends on the age of the 
buck, his health and diet. As 
day length peaks in mid-sum-
mer the antlers stop growing. 

The velvet dies back and they 
begin rubbing to scrape the 
dead tissue off. 

Antlers are for mating pur-
poses. They live in competitive 
societies and males need some-
thing to prove their differences 
and attract the ladies. They’re 
used for fighting and to display 
their health and genetics.

When days grow shorter 
ovulation is stimulated in 
females and does enter estrus 
or the rut. Bucks compete to 
father the next generation but 
the short days also stop the 
nutrient supply to the antlers. 
Short days begin decreasing 
testosterone, minerals are 
reabsorbed from the antlers 
and the attachment point 
dissolves like a baby-tooth root 
until they become loose and 
are shed onto the forest floor. 
From early winter until spring 
they have bare heads but the 
cycle begins anew as days grow 
longer, sap flows up the trees 
and leaves bud out.

Like Natty Bumppo we’ve 

ALLEN 
ENGLEBRIGHT

OLD 
CODGER

120,000 years of deer hunting has led to this season

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

NANCY
ZEMAN
LIVING IN 
EDGAR COUNTY

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Stephen A. Douglas 
Chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution an-
nounces this year’s selection 
of Good Citizens.  

Each year since 1937 the 
chapter has recognized the 
outstanding high school se-
nior of each of our counties’ 
schools who most close-
ly represents the qualities 
of dependability, service, 
leadership and patriotism. 
The DAR Good Citizen 
Program reflects two of the 
missions of the National So-
ciety, which are education 
and patriotism.  

Selected for the DAR 
Good Citizen Award is Ro-
cio Gomez, Arcola High 
School; Kaylee Yeakel, Ar-
thur Lovington Atwood 
Hammond High School; Is-
abella Carroll, Shiloh High 
School; Kelsey Slaughter, 
Tuscola High School; and 
Grace Hutchison, Villa 
Grove High School.

The Piankeshaw Chapter 
of the Sons of the American 
Revolution recognizes the 
SAR Good Citizen Award. 
Selected this year is Aus-
tin Hopkins, Arcola High 
School; Audrianna Kauff-
man, Arthur Lovington, 
Atwood Hammond High 
School; Mitch Pollock, Shi-
loh High School; Emma 
Zimmer, Tuscola High 
School; and Samuel Reno, 
from Villa Grove High 
School.

The DAR/SAR Good 
Citizens, families and 
friends will be honored Feb. 
8, 2020, at a luncheon at the 
Arthur Methodist Church.

DAR/
SAR good 
citizens 
announced

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHRISMAN – All kin-
dergarten through fifth 
grade students at Chrisman 
Elementary School are pre-
paring for the school’s an-
nual Christmas program, 
titled “The Christmas That 
Almost Wasn’t.”

The free program is Dec. 
18 in the high school gym 
with a practice/perfor-
mance at 1 p.m. and an eve-
ning performance at 6:30 
p.m.  

Things aren’t going well 
at the North Pole because 
Santa is suffering from am-
nesia and does not remem-
ber who he is or that Christ-
mas Eve is a big deal. If the 
students can jog his memo-
ry with traditional and new 
Christmas songs, maybe 
Christmas can be saved.

Chrisman 
Elementary 
Christmas 
program

See SULLIVAN, Page 2B
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40%off
WINDOWS AND 

PATIO DOORS

BUY ONE, GET ONE

NO Money Down

NO Interest

NO Monthly Payments
for 1 year

Plus

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4
MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 – INTEREST ACCRUES 

FROM THE PURCHASE DATE BUT IS WAIVED IF 
PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS

1
1

4040
WINDOWS AND 

PATIO DOORS

BUY ONE, GET ONE

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

Offer ends 
Dec 31

to schedule your FREE in-home consultation
CALL BY DECEMBER 31

855-815-3373
Also visit your local showroom.

Installation 
always 

included

15th Annual Memorial Elementary

Holiday Bazaar

Saturday, December 7, 2019
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. CST
Memorial Elementary School

509 East Newton, Paris, IL

$1.00 admission
includes raffle ticket with additional 

tickets on sale for 1:30 drawing

Yeti Cooler Raffle
Door Prizes

Boutique Items
Handmade Gifts

  Jewelry
Food

Holiday Crafts

Children are admitted FREE to enjoy 
the craft room and visit with Santa!

HolidayCRAFT FAIR
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM

Sat. November 23, 2019
St. Mary’s Parish Hall

528 N. Main St. – Paris, IL

 Tetrazzini  or Chicken Salad Lunch 
will be served 11:00am – 2:00pm
Thanksgiving Pies for Sale!

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours

Wed - Sat  11-2

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

We will be closed the 

entire week of

Thanksgivin
g

Have a
HAPPY HOLIDAY!

 
Gatling Guns * Military 

Winchester 21's * Lever Auctions
SAA's * Pythons * Sporting

Collecting * More!
 

Ruger * Remington * Savage
Henry * Browning * Colt * More!

 
Sunday, December 1st 9am

2601 Lakeland Blvd 
Mattoon, IL

 
 

1 0 0 0 +  F I R E A R M S  T O  B E  S O L D  A T  A U C T I O N

Bauer Auction Service, LLC
(217) 273-5056

www.bauerauction.com

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The November meeting 
of the Walter Burdick Chap-
ter National Society of the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) was 11 
a.m. Nov. 12 at Whitling’s 
Whimsy Café, Casey.

Lynn Geffs was the fea-
tured speaker, and she dis-
cussed the Lincoln school, 
a one-room schoolhouse at 
Martinsville. The school is 
under repair and a board of 

directors overseeing the work 
is accepting donations at this 
time.

A high point of the meet-
ing was the awarding of a 75-
year membership certificate 
to Orva Pratt Sinclair from 
Martinsville. The certificate 
was received from the na-
tional office of the DAR in 
Washington D.C., after her 
anniversary date of Nov. 19 
was achieved. 

Sinclair has three daugh-
ters and a granddaughter that 

Special to The Prairie Press

The Walter Burdick Chapter of the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion recently honored Orva Sinclair on her 75th anniversary as a member of the DAR. Front row, 
left to right, Vona Sinclair, Carolyn Stephens and honoree Orva Sinclair. Back row, left to right, 
Carla Geno, Barbara Gambrel, Kay Snedeker, Susann Shanks, Beth Macke, Lynn Geffs, Diane 
Bolin and Vicki Zink.

DAR celebrates 75-year member

are also members of the 
Walter Burdick Chapter. 
Their Revolutionary War 
Patriots are Stephen Pratt, 
who served in Massachu-
setts, and Samuel Safford, 
who served in Vermont. 

The chapter members 
were happy to celebrate 
this achievement with Sin-
clair and guests came from 
three states despite 18 de-
gree temperatures and sev-
eral inches of fresh snow 
on the ground.

TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-
day, Nov. 14, with 21 mem-
bers weighing in and 20 mem-
bers staying for the meeting. 

Club members honored 
were: Jean Daniels, TOPS 
weekly best loser; Saunny 
Preston, KOPS best loser; 
Jill Hoffman, best walker and 
winner of the walking draw-
ing.

The group posted a collec-
tive eight miles of walking for 
the prior week.   

Coralie Smittkamp’s pro-
gram was quotes regarding 
healthy eating.  

TOPS #IL 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room, 
with weigh-ins beginning at 
8 a.m. and the meeting start-
ing at 9 a.m. Visitors and new 
members are always welcome 
and more information is avail-
able by calling 251-5190.

TOPS #IL 2318 met Tues-
day, Nov. 19, with 11 mem-
bers weighing in and 11 mem-
bers attending the meeting.

Club members recognized 
were: Judy Ferris, TOPS 
weekly loser; and Carmen 
Minge, KOPS weekly loser 
and KOPS drawing winner.

Sharon Phillips gave a pro-
gram about mammograms.

TOPS #IL 2318 meets ev-
ery Tuesday in the basement 
of the Presbyterian Church. 
Weigh-in is 5:45-6:50 p.m. 
The meeting starts at 7 p.m. 
More information is available 
by calling 217-808-0078 or 
217-822-6300.

Local TOPS 
groups meet

FELLOWSHIP MEETS WITH STUDENTS

Special to The Prairie Press

International Fellowship representatives met recently in Chicago to select students for the 
upcoming Thanksgiving weekend. Barbara Dick and Nancy Hansel, seated, represented Paris 
at the meeting, and the other host communities in attendance were Prophetstown, Rock River 
Valley, Geneseo and Morrison. International students participating in the event arrive in Paris 
Wednesday, enjoy Thanksgiving with their host families, partake in a variety of community 
events, including Christmas in Paris, and depart Sunday for Chicago. 

learned from Native Ameri-
cans and from our European 
ancestors. Some traditions 
date back to the Neanderthal 
but each group in their deer 
camp this weekend has rituals 
and traditions all their own. 
They are all joined as a broth-
erhood in their search for that 
perfect buck.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connections” 
on PBS. He is the technology and 
curriculum director for the Shi-
loh School District. Email him at 
sullivant@shiloh1.us)

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

SENIOR BINGO NIGHT

Special to The Prairie Press

Marshall Rehab & Nursing is providing free bingo for local senior 
citizens in November. The handmade wreath shown in the photo 
is the coverall prize for the games 2 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 26, in 
the activity room of the Edgar County Housing Authority. Left 
to right are Marshall Rehab & Nursing employees Niki Sanders, 
Erica Kremitzki, Debbie Rogers and Rhonda Parker.

“I worked with a team 
of guys in a building that 
produced corn oil. Most of us 
were church-going Christians 
who valued honesty and 
wouldn’t steal a dime, but lots 
of stuff was stolen at the Sta-

ley Plant. Thieves considered 
it a fringe benefit.  

“One of these sticky-fin-
gered characters was named 
Royal. We called him Prince. 
He considered any tools 
or supplies at the plant as 
freebies to carry home. Of 
course, the idea was not to be 
detected. Foremen at Staley’s 

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

viewed ownership of com-
pany materials in a different 
light.

“We knew Prince had 
smuggled things like a cres-
cent wrench here, a flashlight 
there, and so on, but we had 
no idea that his eyes lit up 
when our shop was issued 
a spanking new log chain to 
replace an old rusty broken 
one.

“One cold wintry day 
Prince wore a longer than av-
erage overcoat. He worked in 
warm coveralls, but donned 
the overcoat for travel home. 
That evening he walked stiff-
legged and slowly to the time 
clock where he experienced 
difficulty poking his time 
card into the checkout slot. 
So much was the difficulty 
that he fell awkwardly and 
landed on the concrete floor 
with a loud whack. Prince 
didn’t seem to be injured. Yet, 
he couldn’t rise to his feet.

“The foreman came 
running, suspecting a heart 

attack or some such disaster. 
Prince felt exceedingly heavy 
with limbs stiffer than a white 
oak tree. Further exploration 
revealed that he’d wrapped 
the new log chain around 
his coveralls a few times. 
Obviously, he planned the 
concealment to steal the 
chain.

“Prince was required to 
leave the chain where it be-
longed. Furthermore, charges 
were filed for attempted theft. 
Worst of all, that day was his 
last as an employee at Staley 
Manufacturing.”

I asked if Prince was 
blonde-headed.

“As a matter of fact, he 
was,” my friend said. “Prince’s 
family was from Swedish 
descent. His mother’s name 
was Johansen, or something 
like that.”

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?
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Free Kids Vitamins
for a head start 

on 

Nutrition
Come see us for details!

Free Kids Vitamins

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

The first Thanksgiving is 
often associated with the Pil-
grims. Over two centuries later, 
President Lincoln was the first 
to make it official.

The official designation of 
1863 is the most lasting of the 
nine proclamations for a day 
of thanks issued by Lincoln 
during his presidency. 

The idea of a thanksgiving 
was nothing new. On Oct. 3, 
1789, George Washington had 
issued a proclamation for a day 
of thanksgiving, scheduled 
for November 26 of that year. 
It was celebrated on various 
days throughout the nation, as 
many states had their own des-
ignations. 

“Thanksgiving had much of 

its actual origins in religious 
proclamations by bishops,” 
said James Cornelius, the for-
mer Curator of the Lincoln 
Collection at the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library 
and Museum in Springfield. 
“Forms of thanksgiving had 
been celebrated throughout 
much of New England, and 
continued through colonial 
times.” 

The impetus for an official 
national day of Thanksgiving 
came from Sarah Josepha Hale, 
the 74-year-old editor of God-
ey’s Lady’s Book, a popular 
women’s magazine.  

Hale wrote to several previ-
ous presidents asking for such 
a holiday, to no avail.

On Sept. 28, 1863, she wrote 
Lincoln, urging him to declare, 

“a day of our annual Thanksgiv-
ing made a National and fixed 
Union festival.” Noting, “an in-
creasing interest felt in our land 
to have Thanksgiving held on 
the same day, in all the states...
it now needs national recogni-
tion and authoritative fixation, 
only, to become permanently 
an American custom and insti-
tution.”

Lincoln actually made sever-
al Thanksgiving proclamations 
during his administration. On 
Nov. 28, 1861, he ordered all 
government departments to 
shut down for a local day of 
thanksgiving, and he requested 
national days of, “humiliation, 
prayer, and fasting,” on multi-
ple occasions. 

Lincoln also proclaimed 
thanksgiving for signal victo-

ries in the Union war effort 
in April 1862 and another re-
membrance Aug. 6, 1863. 

On Oct. 3, 1863, Lincoln 
heeded Hale’s call. 

He issued his own proclama-
tion, declaring the last Thurs-
day in November, “as a day of 
Thanksgiving and Praise.”  In 
1863, that date was also Nov. 
26.

“It was not only the anniver-
sary of Washington’s proclama-
tion, but it also fell on the same 
day of the week,” said Corne-
lius. “There’s a sense of history 
in Lincoln’s effort.”

The words were actually 
penned by Secretary of State 
William Seward, and the orig-
inal draft was later sold to ben-
efit Union soldiers. To be sure, 
the proclamation was certainly 

heavy with military reference. 
Passages such as, “in the midst 
of a civil war of unequaled 
magnitude and severity,” and, 
“the advancing armies and 
navies of the Union,” called to 
light the national tragedy of the 
war.

Still, 1863 was productive 
for the North, with key victo-
ries at Gettysburg, Vicksburg, 
and elsewhere. 

“There was reason to cele-
brate the progress of the war,” 
said Cornelius. “Those were 
important victories, and Lin-
coln wanted to remember 
them.”

Scholars have long debated 
the extent of Lincoln’s Christi-
anity, but the 1863 proclama-
tion makes repeated religious 

Thanksgiving proclamation
A president and a women’s magazine editor made Thanksgiving holiday official in 1863

See LINCOLN, Page 4B

ONCE UBIQUITOUS BOTTLES ARE COLLECTIBLES

Local dairies left artifacts
BY DANNY BRISENO
dnl.briseno@gmail.com

Long gone are the days of the milk-
man making door-to-door rounds 
dropping off the freshest milk possible 
to patrons. Large cities had milk deliv-
ery but many will remember the small 
town milkman, also. 

Edgar County was full of dairies that 
delivered milk to whomever placed an 
order. Many times the milk was on the 
doorstep by six in the morning. Milk 
delivery got its start long before Edgar 
County had dairies 

Door-to-door milk delivery started 
in 1785 in rural Vermont, but the mod-
ern glass bottle that many remember 
being delivered to their doors was not 
patented until 1874. The milk delivery 
game changed yet again in the 1920s 
when advertising got involved. A form 
of sandblasting was used to etch the 
advertisements on the daily delivered 
bottles.

Edgar County’s list of dairies was 
once a vast directory from which one 
could select delivery. One of the earli-
est dairies in Edgar County dates back 
to 1898 and was called Irene Creamery. 
It was located at Irene and operated by 
Wilson Grover. 

Since Irene Creamery, many dairies 
have come and gone in Edgar Coun-
ty. There was Cal Swain, Calvert, Sax-
ton, Whitesell, Boyer, Equity, Mead-
ow Gold, Graceland, Harland A. See,  
Chas. A Means, Huffman and the one 
most remember, Heischmidt.

Out of all these dairies only the 
Heischmidt Dairy facility is still stand-
ing. Although the dairy itself is long 
gone, the house and barn are still visi-
ble today on north Main Street. Many 
people worked for the Heischmidt 
Dairy. Many also remember Pete 
Heischmidt leaving the dairy through 

the alley to do his daily deliveries. 
Other Paris residents, like Frank 

Givens, delivered milk for many years. 
Givens, however, was different as he 
started delivering milk at the age of 11. 
Eventually, the Heischmidt Dairy was 
bought out by the Heath Dairy of Rob-
inson.

Milk was delivered in bottles ranging 
in size from a pint to a gallon. Through-
out the years bottles have changed a 
lot. Generally, the older bottles were 
embossed with the name of the dairy, 
the proprietor and location. Some in-
cluded words such as homogenized or 
pasteurized on the bottles as well. 

As time rolled on, the bottles went 
from being embossed to a pyro glazed 
version.

 As the pyro bottles became popu-
lar, so did advertising on them. Some 
dairies advertised other products they 
made, such as cottage cheese, as well as 
war bonds. 

Over time, as the dairies in our 
county faded away, the popularity of 
collecting the bottles and cardboard 
caps has exploded in a gigantic way. 
Collectors are on the hunt everywhere 
for dairy bottles and not just ones from 
big name distributors. Many collectors 
actually look for the small town bottles 
because one, they are harder to find 
and two, they command a higher price. 

There are also those guys who col-
lect their home county items. Local 
citizens Don Wiseman, Doyle Entri-
can, Greg McHenry and Daniel Brise-
no are just a few locals looking for the 
local dairy bottles. 

Collectors search high and low for 
bottles. They look everywhere from 
the local thrift stores to doing their 
own digs. Digs could include old 
dumps to the backyard of a local house. 
They don’t always turn up an amazing 

find, but more often than not they find 
a really nice piece. One never knows if 
the search will turn up the ever so hard 
to find Chas A. Means or the Huffman 
Dairy. However, one thing is for sure 
and that is the thrill of the hunt keeps 
the collectors outside. 

Dairies have played a major role in 
the day-to-day life of local residents 
and people across the United States 
for many years. Unfortunately, the 
world’s mass producers shut down the 

See DAIRIES, Page 4B

I like a lot of the things 
associated with Christmas, 
but I am not wishing to 
be all in 
a rush to 
be ready 
for it. 

Christ-
mas is al-
ways Dec. 
25 in our 
country, 
according 
to our 
historical 
celebra-
tions. It seems to me that 
many stores were starting 
to advertise Black Friday 
the day after Halloween. I 
don’t mind that a few days 
before Thanksgiving, but 
it is going too far when 
haven’t even bought our 
turkey yet. 

Christmas doesn’t come 
before Thanksgiving and 
according to my notion, I 
would like to give proper 
thanks for surviving anoth-
er great year before Rosie 
and I start Christmas 
shopping. There have been 
Christmas decorations 
up for the last week or 
so, even before I have re-
moved the leaves from our 
yard and besides there are 
some leaves on the trees as 
I write this story.

I think everyone got 
into the Christmas spirit 
so early this year because 
Mother Nature got in 
gear and cooked up a 
snowstorm and bitter cold 
temperatures. That kind of 
makes sense if people who 
want to do all the stuff they 
normally do a couple of 
weeks before Christmas 
were prompted when the 
weather got in the act. 

I was glad that I got 
to go to a Veterans Day 
program inside of a gym-
nasium instead of freezing 
out in the cold and wet 
weather. Why in the world 
do people want to start 
celebrating the Christmas 
season before we have 
honored our veterans, it 
just ain’t right. We have 
only ourselves to blame 
because we got the cart 
before the horse this year. 

Remembering the birth-
day of Christ, our savior, 
is very important, and 
that is the main reason we 

Not quite 
time for 
Christmas

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

Each year just before 
Thanksgiving, the presi-
dent ceremoniously par-
dons a turkey, a light-heart-
ed moment in his 
otherwise grueling sched-
ule. The tradition is traced 
to Abraham Lincoln, who 
wrote a pardon at the be-
hest of his youngest son, 
Tad, in 1863. 

Though the origin is de-
bated, many researchers 
believe Lincoln was the 
first to bestow a presiden-
tial pardon on a turkey, 
thus saving it from the 
dinner table.  The reprieve, 
though, was actually issued 
at Christmas.

In late 1863, the Lin-
colns received a turkey as 
a gift, and though the bird 
was intended for Christ-
mas dinner, nine-year-old 
Tad, an animal lover, had 
other ideas. He made a 
pet of the bird, which he 
named Jack, and taught the 
bird to follow him around 
the White House grounds.

On Christmas Eve, the 
president tried to tell his 
son the bird wasv to be-
come the family dinner. 
Upset, Tad reportedly 
cried, “I can’t help it. He’s 
a good turkey, and I don’t 
want him killed.”  Lincoln 
gave in and wrote out a 
pardon on a card, which 
he handed to his son to ap-
pease him. 

 “Tad was begging for the 
turkey’s life,” said Wayne 
Temple, an accomplished 
Lincoln scholar who re-
cently retired as Deputy 
Director of the Illinois 
State Archives in Spring-
field. “Lincoln was always 
looking for something to 
amuse the children, so he 
pardoned the turkey.”

The president’s playful-
ness reflected other epi-
sodes with his children. 
In 1861, he wrote a par-
don for a soldier doll, also 
named Jack, that Tad and 
older brother Willie (who 
died the next February) 
had sentenced to death. 

In 1997, Bill Clinton 
referenced Lincoln’s story 
in ceremonies to pardon a 
60-pounder named Willis.  
George W. Bush also made 
reference to Lincoln’s par-
don in 2001. 

 “Lincoln is probably 
the only president with the 
sense of humor to pardon 
a turkey,” laughed Temple. 
“Other presidents have 
been more serious-mind-
ed, but that’s how Lincoln 
could be.”

Some of Lincoln’s suc-
cessors have shown less 
inclination.  After Presi-
dent Obama’s first turkey 
pardon in 2009, one com-
mentator found the chief 
executive did not seem all 
that thrilled with his role. 
Seven years before, when a 
female turkey – a 30-pound 
gobbler named Katie – was 
pardoned for the first time, 
G. W. Bush absentmind-
edly twice called the bird 
“he.”

Why the 
president 
pardons a 
turkey
Like the holiday’s 
recognition itself, 
this custom began 
with Abe Lincoln

See PARDON, Page 4B See STANLEY, Page 4B

Danny Briseno/The Prairie Press

The pyro glazed Heischmidt quart bottles are one of the more common milk bottles around; yet, are still highly collectable for 
their local connection.

Danny Briseno/The Prairie Press

Saxton Dairy was one of two dairies at 
Kansas and an early adopter of telecom-
munications. The dairy’s phone number 
was 1 on the Kansas exchange.
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NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING,
OR YOUR MONEY BACK – GUARANTEED

SENIOR OR MILITARY DISCOUNT!
We off er Senior & Military discounts

ON TOP of the 15% off  & 0% fi nancing!

 CALL US TODAY
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Promo Number: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Join the 
FUN 

Edgar County Shrine Club will be your 
evening servicer and raising money for 

Children’s Hospital.
Come show your support and then  

sing the night away with

Quick Silver Karaoke!

at the Paris VFW

December 29
6-8 p.m.

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Instant
Savings
SAVE $8

ON 2 Bosch 
ICON™ ClearMax 
365 Wiper Blades

Premium Beam

ON TRICO® Rear 
Beam Wiper Blades 
WHEN YOU BUY 2 
Front Windshield 

Wiper Blades

SAVE $4

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

references. Phrases as the, 
“watchful providence of Al-
mighty God,” “the gracious 
gifts of the Most High God,” 
“our beneficent Father,” and 
“the Almighty Hand,” are 
sprinkled throughout the doc-
ument.

“Lincoln saw the day as an 
appropriate time to give na-
tional gratitude for God’s plan 
and goodness,” said Cullom 
Davis, a nationally recognized 
Lincoln scholar from Spring-
field. “It was yet another rea-
son to be thankful.”

“To top it off, the year of 
1863 brought a pretty good 
harvest,” remarked Cornelius. 
“Lincoln saw plenty of reasons 
to celebrate, and they are all 
summarized in the Thanksgiv-
ing proclamation. References 
to historical tribute, the mili-
tary, religion and agriculture 
are all found in the document.”

The first official Thanksgiv-
ing Day in 1863 brought even 
more reason for the North to 
celebrate. On Nov. 25, the day 
before, Union troops earned 
an important victory at Chatta-
nooga. The holiday was exactly 
a week after Lincoln delivered 
his Gettysburg Address.

Many also credit Lincoln as 
the first president to ceremoni-
ously pardon a turkey, now an 
annual White House tradition. 

Lincoln pardoned the bird at 
the behest of his young son, 
Tad, in 1864.  

In 1941, Congress autho-
rized a resolution that switched 
Thanksgiving from the last 
Thursday in November to the 
fourth Thursday of the month. 

As in most wars, the men of 
the Civil War found it excru-
ciatingly difficult to be away 
from loved ones at holiday 
time. Thanksgiving was no ex-
ception.

Due to their harsh sur-
roundings, many Civil War 
men in the field enjoyed only 
the most spartan of celebra-
tions. Kewanee, Illinois, teen-
age sisters Tirzah and Sarah 
Vaill received a letter from 
their older brother, an Illinois 
infantryman, after Thanksgiv-
ing 1861 that described his 
holiday meal as hard bread 
and salt pork.  He added, 
“during the day I thought of 
you at home having your nice 
dinners” and “wishing maybe 
that you might present a plate 
to some of us soldiers filled 
with your own goodies.”

From his camp in Virginia 
that same year, Private Zebina 
Bickford of the 6th Vermont 
Infantry made the best of 
his day. In a letter home, he 
mused that, “you may think 
we are homesick today but it 
is not so,” mainly because of a 
care package sent from loved 
ones back in Vermont. The 
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celebrate that wonderful day. 
I just hope I don’t get coal 

in my stocking and have to eat 
the turkey gizzard for being 
such a Grinch. The idea of 
getting the shopping done for 
our loved ones usually doesn’t 
affect me before we go shop-
ping for a Christmas tree, and 
we don’t usually like to have 
one for more than three weeks 
or so because it dries out too 
much. 

Maybe the people with 
artificial trees can put them up 
earlier without the worry. We 
like to leave ours up until the 
New Year’s celebration is over, 
so what’s the big hurry. When 
I think about clambering up 
the narrow stairs to the attic to 

get our decorations it makes 
my knees tremble and my back 
ache. 

I suppose it’s worth it be-
cause it then makes the season 
merry, and I guess we need to 
have the stuff out long enough 
we can recover from putting 
the decorations out. We don’t 
do outside decorations any 
more so there is no worry 
about getting the decorations 
out when it’s warm weather.

Now, I have to admit there 
are some good things about 
having a longer shopping 
season because people will 
not have so many crowds to 
fight on so tight a schedule. I 
wonder if more people have 
more cash on hand or feel like 
they do and they can buy more 
presents and go more places 
to visit because the financial 

burden is not so great. 
The weather will surely 

be better the next few weeks 
which makes it a lot easier and 
safer to get around. Snow and 
cold are more prevalent by 
the middle of December even 
though the snow seems more 
welcome when we think about 
Christmas in Illinois. With 
the season spread out more, 
Christmas type of outings 
don’t have to be crammed 
into just a small time period. 
School programs, Christmas 
on the Square and wonderful 
musicals and performances 
can be attended and enjoyed. 

So I guess I just need to stop 
complaining and enjoy the 
season as long as I don’t forget 
what Christmas is all about. It 
is not so much about busi-
nesses being successful and 

eating all the good stuff I am 
tempted with and seeing all 
the performances, it is about 
realizing I am still able to get 
around enough to visit with 
family and friends. 

I also think it is important to 
give thanks before Christmas, 
give thanks for the significance 
of Christmas on Dec. 25 and 
look thankfully forward to a 
new and better next year. 

It still seems there was 
something good about the joy 
of Christmas when we didn’t 
have much to spend on gifts, 
but we gave and received the 
best gift of all, which is the 
heartfelt feeling of love for 
other people.

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong res-
ident of Edgar County, an author 
and retired farmer. Email him at  
rogerstanley769@yahoo.com) 
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While many researchers 
credit Lincoln as the first pres-
ident to issue a turkey pardon, 
others cite Harry S. Truman, 
who was the first to receive 
a gift bird from the National 
Turkey Federation in 1947. 
However, officials at the Tru-
man Presidential Library in 
Missouri have found no evi-
dence of any pardons given by 
Truman to a turkey.

His successor, Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, ate each of the 
birds given to him during his 
eight years in office.

Four days before his as-
sassination in 1963, John F. 
Kennedy offhandedly said of 
a 55-pound gift turkey, “We’ll 
let this one grow.”

The first president on re-
cord to deliver a pardon was 
Ronald Reagan in 1987, al-
legedly to draw attention from 
reporters’ questions on the 
Iran-Contra affair. 

No turkeys were spared the 
following year, but in 1989, 
Reagan’s successor, George 
H.W. Bush, instituted the par-

PARDON
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FOOTNOTES

DEC. 1  HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
The Vermilion County Museum 
Society at Danville, is hosting a 
Holiday Open House 1:30-4 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 1. Both the museum 
center and Fithian Home are open 

free of charge for the family-fun 
event where Santa Claus will 
greet visitors of all ages on the 
1930s era street scene in the 
museum center. Children can 
participate in make and take 
crafts and all guests can enjoy 
punch and cookies. Historical 
costumed interpreters greet vis-
itors to the Fithian Home where 
carolers from the Danville Light 
Opera will sing in the parlor. Call 
442-2922 for more information.

don as an annual rite. 
Two turkeys are normal-

ly chosen for the ceremony, 
one serving as an alternate, to 
stand in if the first bird can-
not fulfill the duties.  In 2008, 
Bush pardoned the backup, 
Pumpkin, after the top tur-
key, Pecan, came down sick 
the night before the ceremo-
ny.  

In recent years, reprieved 
turkeys have been sent to 
various locations in Virginia, 
including George Washing-
ton’s estate at Mount Vernon 
and a place in Fairfax County 
called Frying Pan Park. 

From 2005-09, the tur-
keys were flown first-class to 
Disneyland to serve as grand 
marshals of Disney’s Thanks-
giving Day Parade. 

Today, the annual cere-
mony to pardon the turkey 
usually lasts a few minutes 
and provides a prime photo 
opportunity for the pres-
ident and members of his 
family.

The White House fre-
quently invites children to 
join the ceremony, adding to 
the holiday festivities. 

goodies consisted of, “a box of 
clothing and a few nicknacks 
consisting of eatables,” that 
made, “a very good thanksgiv-
ing for us.” 

With tongue in cheek, he 
wrote, “you can’t imagine 
what a lot of fine things we 
had for supper…a piece of 
sour bread and salt pork.” 
However, he gleefully noted, 
“some of mother’s cookies 
and doughnuts that came in 
our box,” made the evening 
memorable. It was Bickford’s 
last Thanksgiving, as he died 
the following April 30. 

The following year, Asa 
Bean, a doctor in the 114th 
Ohio, enjoyed greater tidings. 
On Nov. 27, 1862, he wrote, 
“there has been a surprise par-
ty here today for the benefit 
of soldiers and nurses.” The 
feast included, “roast turkey, 
chicken, pigeon and oysters 
stewed,” along with, “baked 
chicken, boiled potatoes, tur-
nip, apple butter and cheese 
butter.” Bean, though, lament-
ed that he, “cannot eat much 
without being sick.”  He, too, 
died months later. 

Elsewhere that year, federal 
soldiers stationed at Fort Pu-
laski, Ga., held their own fete 
and festival. The day’s events 
included target practice and a 
rowing match, foot race and 
hurdle sack race. Competi-
tions involving a greased pole 
and a greased pig were also on 

the agenda, as was a burlesque 
dress parade. 

In some cases, Thanksgiv-
ing was a time of spiritual re-
flection. On the first official 
installment of the holiday in 
1863, Sewell Van Alstine, a 
soldier in the 95th Illinois, 
wrote in his diary he went to 
town and, “heard an excellent 
discourse by an army chaplain 
at the Presbyterian Church.”  
He also wrote there was, “no 
drill today,” a welcome respite. 

In 1864, the Union League 
Club of New York City pleaded 
for donations of, “cooked poul-
try and other proper meats,” 
as well as, “mince pies, sausag-
es, and fruits,” for men in the 
field. The call brought in some 
$57,000 in cash donations, as 
well as nearly 225,000 pounds 
of poultry and large quantities 
of cakes, gingerbread, pickles, 
apples, vegetables and cheese.  
One appreciative soldier saw 
the deeper meaning, writing, 
“it isn’t the turkey, but the idea 
that we care for.” 

Others received far less. 
That year, Lewis Crater of 

the 50th Pennsylvania record-
ed in his diary the Sanitary 
Commission, “issued three 
fine apples to every man.” De-
spite the middling fare, Crater 
and others likely gave thanks 
they had survived to see an-
other Thanksgiving during the 
four bloodiest years in Ameri-
can history.

Special to The Prairie Press

The Equity Dairy on East Court Street, Paris, was photographed 
in 1949. It was located between the current Human Resources 
Center of Edgar and Clark Counties and the Carquest Auto-
parts buildings. After the dairy closed, the building was used 
as a Moose Lodge for a period of time before it was eventually 
demolished. 

local hometown dairies for 
good many years ago. Many 
residents considered it a sad 
day when door-to-door de-

livery stopped, but the mem-
ories live on through the col-
lectors who are always on the 
lookout for that one elusive 
bottle or cardboard lid to add 
to their ever growing collec-
tions.

REUSE
the news
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The Oberammergau Pas-
sion Play, performed decen-
nially in Germany’s Bavaria 
since 1634, was, until relative-
ly recently, believed to be irre-
deemably anti-Semitic. Jews 
were portrayed in words, 
costumes and mannerisms 
as greedy, bloodthirsty, dev-
ilish and legalistic. Jesus was 
Christian and the Jews killed 
the Messiah, the Son of God.

Adolf Hitler saw the play 
in 1930 and in 1934 — the 
play’s 300th anniversary — 
and cynically understood it as 
an irresistible tool in his path 
toward demonization, depor-
tation and destruction of the 
Jewish people. In praising the 
play, he proclaimed, “Never 
has the menace of Jewry been 
so convincingly portrayed.”

The Holocaust and subse-
quent Christian institutional 
self-reflection should have 

been enough to change the 
negative tide in Oberammer-
gau. 

In 1965, Nostra Aetate, 
a declaration of the Catho-
lic Church’s Second Vatican 
Council, rejected collective 
Jewish guilt in the death of 
Jesus. It taught that, “Jews 
should not be presented as re-
jected or accursed by God, as 
if this followed from the Holy 
Scriptures.”

But change came slowly to 
Oberammergau. The Amer-
ican Jewish Committee, and 
other Jewish organizations 
demanded change in the past 
decades, but Oberammer-
gau’s leadership was resistant. 
As late as 1980, Rabbi Marc 
Tanenbaum, then the AJC’s 
interreligious affairs director, 
called Oberammergau’s Pas-
sion, “one of the most anti-Se-
mitic presentations anywhere 
in the world.”

Progress began in 1987, 

two generations after the Ho-
locaust and one generation 
after Nostra Aetate, when 
Christian Stückl, a native of 
Oberammergau and founder 
of a local theater company, 
was elected to direct Oberam-
mergau’s main event. Still in 
his mid-20s, he began trans-
forming the play and using its 
path toward rehabilitation as 
a vehicle for addressing Ger-
many’s ant-Semitic past.

By 2010, Stückl eliminated 
the most heinous anti-Jewish 
excesses from the play and 
introduced a Jewish Jesus, 
who holds aloft a Torah fac-
simile and leads hundreds of 
Oberammergau residents in 
Hebrew singing an original 
composition of the Jewish 
prayer Shema Yisrael.

The portrayal of Jesus as 
unequivocally Jewish does 
make a difference. The Chris-
tian embrace of Jesus’ Jewish-
ness has contributed mightily 

to the diminution of anti-Ju-
daism and anti-Semitism. As 
Pope Francis has said many 
times in different ways, an-
ti-Semitism is a sin and irra-
tionally un-Christian, given 
Christianity’s Jewish roots 
and Jesus’ Jewishness.

Why does the Oberam-
mergau Passion Play matter? 
For one thing, it is seen by 
half a million people during 
its 100-performance season. 
As the largest and longest 
running of all Passion plays, 
too, it influences a worldwide 
genre that spawned anti-Jew-
ish attitudes and violence 
over centuries.

Moreover, the Bavarian 
venue, where the Nazi Par-
ty flourished, magnifies the 
play’s significance as Germa-
ny continues to grapple with 
its darker past, working to 
prevent anti-Semitism from 
re-emerging. 

The 2010 play was not 

perfect in eliminating all an-
ti-Jewish tropes. 

Stückl is a receptive partner 
who welcomes input, both 
affirming and challenging, 
aimed at assuring histori-
cally accurate portrayals of 
first-century Roman and Jew-
ish leadership and power.

With the full cooperation 
of the Oberammergau lead-
ership, AJC has convened an 
academic advisory group that 
is consulting with Stückl and 
his team as they continue to 
address lingering anti-Jewish 
tropes in the play.

Earlier this year, the advi-
sory group met in the U.S. 
with the Oberammergau 
play’s visiting leadership, and 
in mid-November the group 
traveled to Oberammergau 
for a three-day site visit to 
view the 2020 costumes and 
sets and to comment on the 
2020 script evolution. Timed 
to coincide with the visit, AJC 

launched a website dedicated 
to understanding Oberam-
mergau in the context of 
Christian-Jewish relations.

Further progress in revising 
the play will make clear that 
the Jews did not kill Jesus. It 
will counteract the implausi-
ble assertion that Caiaphas, 
the high priest, could have de-
manded and dictated the dis-
proportionately more power-
ful Roman governor, Pontius 
Pilate, crucify Jesus.

When the Roman Catho-
lic archbishop of New York, 
Timothy Dolan, now a cardi-
nal, saw the play with AJC in 
2010, he said that Oberam-
mergau, “is a paradigm for the 
friendship of Jews and Catho-
lics; it has shown low points 
in their relations in the past, 
but now it has also become a 
sign of great progress.”

That is an aspiration both 
Christians and Jews can em-
brace.

Infamous passion play evolves
Focus on Jesus’ Jewish roots brings change to historically anti-Semetic Oberammergau Passion Play
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New Testament scholar N.T. Wright 
has spent most of his life teaching peo-
ple how to study the New Testament.

And the most important thing, he 
says, is getting the context right.

Without that context, it’s fatally easy 
for people to distort bits of Christiani-
ty, Wright said.

“If we ignore the context, we can 
make the New Testament stand on its 
hind legs and dance around the room 
and play to our tunes — and that has 
always been the case, no doubt,” he 
told Religion News Service in a re-
cent interview. “But the correction is 
always to go back to, ‘What was the 
context?’” 

Wright, a retired Anglican bishop 
and now chair of New Testament and 
early Christianity at the University 
of St. Andrews in Scotland, is author 
more than 80 popular and academic 
books about Christianity and the Bi-
ble. The latest — co-authored with fel-
low scholar Michael F. Bird — is “The 
New Testament in Its World: An Intro-
duction to the History, Literature and 
Theology of the First Christians.”

The book is meant not just for stu-
dents getting an introduction to the 
New Testament, but for any Christian 
feeling stuck reading Scripture, said 
Wright. As if the book’s nearly 1,000 
pages aren’t enough, there’s also a 
workbook and a series of lectures — 
available online or on DVD — filmed 
in such locations as Jerusalem and 
Rome. 

Wright hopes to help readers to 
avoid “the false antithesis of funda-
mentalism and liberalism, of left and 
right and all the rest of it,” he told a 
packed sanctuary at an event promot-
ing the book Tuesday, Nov.19, at Cov-
enant Presbyterian Church of Chicago.

As an example, he pointed audience 
members to what he calls the abso-
lutely vital but usually misunderstood 
theme of the kingdom of God in Jesus’ 
teachings.

Many Christians look to the king-
dom of God as an escape in the next 
life and are hesitant to upset the status 
quo in the here and now, leaving that to 

politicians and social workers, he said. 
Others believe Jesus and his followers 
expected the kingdom of God to be the 
literal end of the world, and since they 
were wrong about that, they must be 
wrong about other things, reconstruct-
ing those things for themselves in ways 
that have, in his words, “often led to 
quite radical theology.”

“So you can see those misunder-
standings playing out, particularly in 
America, in a sort of culture wars bat-
tle of some people becoming more 
and more conservative and thinking 
that that’s their Christian obligation 
and other people becoming more and 
more radical and thinking that actual-
ly that’s the only thing that’s left to do 
with Christianity,” he explained.

Both progressive and conservative 
Christians misunderstand what Jesus 
meant when he said the kingdom of 
God is at hand, he said.

“Actually, the kingdom of God at 
hand means God’s kingdom coming in 
unexpected ways on Earth as in heaven 
— not away somewhere else and not 
destroying Earth but transforming it.”

Wright’s comments resonated with 
Robbie Nagle, 27, a children’s pastor 
who traveled from Brantford, Ontario, 
to hear the scholar speak in Chicago.

Nagle said he recently preached 

a sermon at his nondenominational 
church that was inspired by Wright’s 
interpretation of the kingdom of God.

He said he told the congregation 
that, “we need to be about social justice 
because Jesus is king, and his kingdom 
is a kingdom of justice.”

Nagle had read one of Wright’s ear-
lier books, “Surprised by Hope: Re-
thinking Heaven, the Resurrection, 
and the Mission of the Church,” about 
a year ago. He wanted to better under-
stand the New Testament to teach it to 
children, he said.

The book ended up transforming 
the way he looks at Scripture, he said.

“Because his heart is so pastoral, 
even the most academic stuff he writes 
is very ‘how does knowing this change 
the way you live?’ — which makes it 
easier to access as far as academic work 
goes,” Nagle said.

Candace Kyles, 35, of Chicago, first 
encountered Wright’s work in a course 
about the Gospel of Mark at Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School outside 
Chicago. She’s now a doctoral student 
at Loyola University Chicago. But she 
said that readers don’t need to be aca-
demics to understand Wright’s work.

“He’s not super lofty. I think he’s re-
ally accessible to even a layperson,” she 
said.

SCHOLAR EXPLORES WORLD OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

Special to The Prairie Press

Scholar and author N.T. Wright spoke at Covenant Presbyterian Church of Chicago, Tuesday, Nov. 19. Wright discussed his new 
book, “The New Testament in Its World: An Introduction to the History, Literature, and Theology of the First Christians.” The 
book is meant not just for students getting an introduction to the New Testament, but for any Christian feeling stuck reading 
Scripture.

Wright releases new book

Special to the Prairie Press

Scholar and author N.T. Wright, right, speaks with Covenant Presbyterian Church of 
Chicago pastor Aaron Baker on Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019. 

We seem to be making 
some progress against some 
of the many examples of in-

justice in 
our world, 
both per-
sonal and 
systemic. 
An ex-
ample of 
personal 
injustice is 
a person 
of one 
race being 
treated 

as inferior based solely on 
their race, while systemic 
might be represented by 
the tendency of low income 
people to be found guilty of 
more serious charges and 
receive longer sentences 
than wealthier people who 
have done the same acts 
because they can afford 
more expensive legal repre-
sentation. 

We often hear or read 
of a group or an individual 
pointing out and calling for 
the correction of such abus-
es. We have made progress, 
but still have a long way 
to go on both fronts. It is 
also true that while it is a 
great virtue to stand against 
injustice, it is also possible 
to appear to nobly oppose 
injustice when one is really 
simply looking for a way 
to avoid responsibility for 
one’s own choices, or to 
avoid the consequences of 
events over which no one 
has significant control. 

All that said, and affirm-
ing that in our culture we 
have the right and duty 
to point out and oppose 
injustice, the fact remains 
that we may on occasion 
find ourselves victims of 
injustice, either with no 
recourse, with inadequate 
means available to us. What 
then?  Peter, one of Jesus 
closest followers, pointed 
out in one of his letters that 
we have a model in Jesus 
himself, who did no wrong 
and yet suffered for it – for 
the sake of his followers. 

Peter was not suggesting 
that we go looking for ways 
to suffer, only that suffering 
for our evil deeds is to be 
expected, but that suffer-
ing having done nothing 
wrong, has an element of 
grace about it that looks a 

Faith 
brings 
insight 
to an 
unjust 
world

JOHN
YOUNGBLOOD
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR, Page 6B
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LOS ANGELES — 
Soon after a 16-year-old 
shot and killed two of his 
classmates and wound-
ed three others at Saugus 
High School on Thursday, 
Nov. 14, Grace Baptist 
Church Senior Pastor Da-
vid Hegg and members of 
his church opened their 
doors to the community.

Faculty and students 
came to the church — 
just a few miles from the 
school — where grief 
counselors were on hand. 
Police officers questioned 
witnesses at the church 
about what they saw 
during the shooting.

Mourners also gathered 
at Grace Baptist for a night 
of prayer just hours after 
the shooting struck the 
Santa Clarita community.

“Everything happened 
really fast. We wanted to 
do something,” Hegg told 
Religion News Service.

The shooting left 
15-year-old Gracie Anne 
Muehlberger and 14-year-
old Dominic Blackwell 
dead, as well as 16-year-
old Nathaniel Tennosuke 
Berhow, the shooter, who 
died from a self-inflicted 
gunshot.

All were students at 
Saugus High School in 
Santa Clarita — a suburb 
about 30 miles north of 
Los Angeles. The school 
is about three miles from 
Grace Baptist. Classes at 
Saugus High will resume 
after Thanksgiving. 

Authorities don’t know 
what led to the deadly 
shooting. They said Ber-
how had not displayed 
signs of violence. He 
didn’t appear to be linked 
to any ideology or terrorist 
group.

Hegg said he feels for all 
the victims, including Ber-
how’s mother. The teen’s 
father died in 2017 of a 
heart attack.

Grace Baptist members 
collected money for the 
victims during services 
over the weekend. The 
money will be distributed 
to the families of those vic-
tims, including Berhow’s 
mother. Thousands of 
dollars have already been 
raised for Blackwell and 
Muehlberger through Go-
FundMe. A GoFundMe 
page has also been set up 
for Berhow’s mother.

According to the post 
on the GoFundMe page 
for Berhow’s mother, 
“The family of Nathaniel 

Church 
reaches 
out after 
school 
shooting

See SHOOTING, Page 6B
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Crown Maple Syrup  |  47 McCourt Road  |  Dover Plains New York 12522

ONLY

$2246*

SPECIAL OFFER!

Reg. $29.95

ONLY

$2696*

SPECIAL OFFER!

Reg. $35.95

ONLY

$3746*

SPECIAL OFFER!

Reg. $49.95

Pancake Breakfast Gift Set 
 in Royal Treatment Box 

Featuring Dark Color organic 
maple syrup and Signature Maple  

Sugar Pancake Mix
SC-DA-Gift_Ea

Bourbon Barrel Aged  
Organic Maple Syrup 750ml
The Wall Street Journal described 

this product as “soul-stirring”.
FB-75-Gift_ Ea

Infused Organic Maple Syrup 
250ml Trio in Royal Treatment Box 
Featuring Cinnamon Infused, Madagascar 

Vanilla Infused and Bourbon Barrel  
Aged organic maple syrups

SC-21-Gift_Ea

Three Special Offers, SAVE 25%
Exceptionally Crafted. Artisan Quality. 

Direct from the Crown Maple Estate in NY’s Hudson Valley

Order Now and SAVE 25%
Select your preferred gift or order all three, plus $5.00 shipping & handling per item. 

Call 1-855-602-0223 to order items featured
or visit CrownMapleSpecial.com

Use Promo Code CrownGift343 
Code is case sensitive.

Order by Dec. 12, 2019 for Christmas delivery.  Offer ends December 31, 2019 or while supplies last.

Retail Retail MeatMeat  

CustomCustom

Butchering
Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Start your morning
off Right!

Bacon...$4.29/lb
Sausage Patties...$3.99/lb

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension
Councils Cooperating | University of Illinois Extension provides equal
opportunities in programs and employment. If you need a reasonable
accommodation to attend, call 217-465-8585. Early requests are encouraged
to allow sufficient time for meeting your access needs.

Live Webinar

GARDENING
FOR BIRDS

210 W. Washington Street, Paris

December 3

1:30 p.m.
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Ryan Walton
Sales Representative

217-251-1010
ryan@jacksoncars.com

It’s     
 Worth 
 The 
Drive

CALL
Ryan 

today about 
our $100 

REFERRAL 
PROGRAM!

111 Elm Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-2411 • www.jacksoncars.com

Come see us today!

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

      November Hours
Closed Monday & Tuesday

Wednesday & Thursday   11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Friday & Saturday             11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday Brunch Buffet   10 a.m. - 2 p. m.
November 28 - Thanksgiving Buffet

10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
$24.95 per person, Reservations Required
We will be closed Nov. 29 an re-open on Nov. 30

lot like Jesus. This is written 
in Peter’s first letter: 1 Peter 
2:18-25

While reading that passage a 
while back, I came upon verse 
24. I was stuck by the simplic-
ity and open-ended depth of, 
“He himself bore our sins in 
his body on the tree” [that is, 
the cross]. 

Scholars and theologians 
have written thousands of 
pages exploring proposing and 
defending various theories 
of atonement (how his death 
on the cross covers the sin of 
humans) and it is no doubt 
good that we do our best to 
understand it. But in the end, 
we may never fully understand 
the reality of how it works and 
be forced to simply marvel at 
the righteousness, justice, grace 
and love of the triune God. 

We need only look to 
current events to observe that 
humanity is desperately out of 

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 5B

Berhow had no idea that 
dropping him off at school 
on his birthday would lead to 
such horrific events. This was 
a seemingly normal child, 
and this whole event remains 
a tragic mystery. Why and 
how could a 16-year-old do 
this? That’s what everyone 
is wondering, including Na-
thaniel’s mother and sister.” 

To Hegg, Berhow’s moth-
er also needs help as some in 
the community may not rally 
around her in the same way. 

It’s the job of the church to 
be there for her, he said. Addi-
tionally, Berhow participated 
in a summer Bible school pro-
gram at Grace Baptist when 
he was an elementary school 
student, the pastor said.

“That’s why we exist as a 
church — to bring the love 
of Christ to people who are 
hurting and we don’t want 
to leave the mom out,” Hegg 
added.

After the shooting, clergy 
across the region also re-
sponded with public state-
ments and acts of kindness. 

Los Angeles Archbishop 
José H. Gomez in a state-
ment called on local Cath-
olics to pray for the victims, 
families and first responders. 
Real Life Church in Valencia 
on Saturday invited students 
for pizza and offered their 

open space to play or pray. 
The Episcopal Diocese of Los 
Angeles directed the faithful 
to liturgical resources urging 
cities and states to pass legis-
lation that could reduce the 
number of people killed and 
wounded by gunfire.

To Hegg, advocating for 
gun control soon after a dead-
ly shooting is too simplistic.

He said he’s not a gun ad-
vocate but feels it politicizes 
the tragedy. 

And yet, he’s had to re-
spond to a mass shooting in 
the region more than once 
as a pastor. Before the most 
recent attack, there was the 
Borderline shooting in Thou-
sand Oaks that left 12 people 
dead and the San Bernardino 
shooting that killed 14 peo-
ple.

Hegg fears people no lon-
ger value the notion of love 
your neighbor because they 
may be too immersed with 
their own selves. He won-
dered if Berhow thought of 
how his actions would affect 
his mother, his classmates 
and the rest of the commu-
nity.

Grace Baptist is expect-
ing a large turnout for its 
Wednesday youth ministry 
after crowds of students at-
tended the night of prayer 
after the shooting.

“Some of those students 
we think will come back,” 
Hegg said.

SHOOTING
FROM PAGE 5B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARSHALL – Local au-
thor John Cooper will visit 
Marshall Public Library 10 
a.m.-noon Nov. 29 for a book 
signing featuring his new re-
lease: “Let God In: One Igna-
tian Journey.” 

The book takes readers 
through a four-week journey 
of an Ignatian Spirituality Re-
treat and promotes awareness 
of God’s presence in one’s life 
through thought provoking 
discussions. Copies of Coo-
per’s book will be available for 
purchase in both hard cover 
and paperback versions at the 
book signing. 

Cooper was born in Paris 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

BROCTON – The Christ-
mas Season in Brocton starts 
Dec. 6, with a live Nativ-
ity scene at the Christian 
Church.

Luminaries light the way 
to the manger where church 
members, along with sheep 

and donkeys, portray the Na-
tivity scene from 6-7 p.m.

Other celebratory features 
of the event include live mu-
sic by the Hometown Band in 
the church foyer, and string 
band music in the church 
basement. While listening or 
singing with the music, visi-
tors can enjoy refreshments.

Book signing at 
Marshall library

and raised Roman Catho-
lic while growing up on his 
father’s and uncles’ farms. 
After graduating from Mar-
shall High School, he at-
tended Samford University 
at Birmingham, Ala. He left 
college and became a cab-
inetmaker, having his own 
business for almost 45 years.  

About three years ago, 
Cooper returned to the 
Catholic Church of his 
youth. He recently sold his 
business to a younger per-
son, and attended Spring 
Hill College in Mobile, 
Ala., where he obtained a 
Certified Spiritual Director 
(CSD) degree in the sum-
mer of 2019.

Live Nativity at Brocton 
Christian Church Dec. 6

tune with itself – a symp-
tom of being out of tune 
with who we are meant 
by God to be, and history 
shows that while progress 
against things like injustice 
is very real, that progress is 
totally inadequate for the 
depth of our need. 

The only adequate re-
sponse is offered here: “He 
himself bore our sins…” 
and that is the first bit of the 
good news of the coming 
of the Kingdom of God, 
which Jesus announced.  To 
hear more, begin reading 
one of the first four books 
of the New Testament, or 
ask a friend who belongs to 
one of the many Christian 
churches in Paris.

(John Youngblood is pastor 
of New Beginnings Church at 
Paris. Email him at yblood-
john@gmail.com or leave a 
message at (217) 463-3964. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provid-
ed weekly by members of the 
Paris Ministerial Fellowship.)

GRACE NOTES

DEC. 6 CHRISTMAS 
CONCERT
Grace Fellowship Church is 
hosting a Christmas concert 7 
p.m. Dec. 6 featuring country 
music artists Morris Mott and 
Faith Country Band.

DEC. 15  PRAISE CONCERT
Elevate Praise in Martinsville 
is hosting the band Cloverton 
6 p.m. Dec. 15 at Martinsville 
High School as part of A 
Cloverton Christmas Tour. The 
opening act is vocalist Leanna 
Crawford. The concert is free, 
but seating is limited so tickets 
are required for admission. 
Tickets are available by email-
ing mville62442@gmail.com.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

French officials are defend-
ing a Catholic nun who was re-
portedly informed she couldn’t 
live in a publicly funded retire-
ment home unless she gave up 
her religious habit and veil.

French laws prohibiting 
people from wearing religious 
attire in certain public spaces 
— which have lately had the 
greatest impact on Muslim 
women — don’t apply in this 
case, according to local offi-
cials. 

Alain Chrétien, the mayor 

French officials defend nun who was told 
her religious attire violated secularism law

of the eastern town of Vesoul, 
where the home is located, 
apologized for the situation on 
Tuesday and pledged to help 
the nun find a spot in a public 
retirement home. Chrétien 
said the retirement home had 
incorrectly interpreted France’s 
secularism laws.

“This error of judgment is 
very regrettable,” Chrétien 
said, according to The New 
York Times.

The nun’s story has become 
a part of France’s ongoing de-
bate over the place of religious 
attire in a society that treasures 
laïcité, or state secularism.

The nun is over 70 years old 
and has not been publicly iden-
tified, according to The New 
York Times. After spending 
her entire adult life in a con-
vent, she applied to retire to 
a government-funded home 
in Vesoul. But the retirement 
home’s managers told her that 
to honor the country’s laws 
around secularism, she could 
not display any signs of being 
part of a religious community. 

“Religion is a private matter 
and must remain so,” the re-
tirement home’s letter to the 
nun read, according to Agence 
France-Presse.

The nun refused to eschew 
her religious clothing back in 
July. Her story recently came to 
light when a Vesoul priest, the 
Rev. Florent Belin, wrote about 
her situation in his November 
parish newsletter. Belin said 
the local diocese has found an-
other apartment for the nun, 
but that she is living alone and 
making her own meals. The 
priest accused the Vesoul re-
tirement home of anti-Chris-
tian sentiment.

“What is secularism? Surely 
it’s allowing everyone to live 
their faith without disturbing 
anyone else. I don’t think a 
nun’s veil is disturbing because 
it’s not a sign of submission but 
of devotion,” Belin wrote in 
his newsletter, according to a 
translation in the Guardian.

France’s ideas about secu-
larism first emerged during 
the French Revolution, which 
was partly fueled by the lower 
classes’ anger over the corrup-
tion and immense wealth of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 
The concept of laïcité devel-
oped against the backdrop of 
citizens’ desire for religious 
freedom from the moral au-
thority of the church. Today, a 
strict separation of church and 

state is one of the republic’s 
core values. 

At the same time, Cathol-
icism has retained a place of 
privilege in France. Although 
only a small minority of 
French citizens regularly at-
tend Mass, most of the country 
still identifies as Catholic. The 
government helps to finance 
private religious schools, most 
of them Catholic. The French 
government is also largely re-
sponsible for the maintenance 
of religious buildings built 
before 1905 which means it is 
assisting with the restoration of 
the Notre Dame Cathedral, a 
Catholic place of worship, after 
a fire earlier this year. 

A representative for the Ob-
servatory of Secularism, a gov-
ernment agency that helps en-
force laïcité, said that France’s 
rules about the concept apply 
only to public servants and not 
to the general public. As a re-
sult, the retirement home’s de-
mand that the nun remove her 
religious garb was, “the very 
demonstration,” of a, “wrong 
interpretation of laïcité,” Nico-
las Cadène told The New York 
Times.

The concept of laïcité has 
been tested in recent years, 
with the growing visibility of 
France’s Muslim population. In 
2004, France banned students 
from wearing any signs of reli-
gious affiliation at state schools 
including Muslim headscarves, 
Jewish skullcaps, and large 
Christian crosses. In 2011, the 
country started enforcing a 
ban on wearing full-face veils in 
public places.

Over the past few years, pol-
iticians and media commenta-
tors have argued about French 
Muslim women’s rights to wear 
headscarves on college cam-
puses, burkinis at the beach, 
and sports hijabs on the field.  

Critics have said that pro-
hibitions on religious attire 
impede individuals’ rights, 
stigmatize Muslim women and 
are used to suppress Islam in 
France.

In October, a member of 
France’s far-right National Ral-
ly party sparked a nationwide 
debate by asking a mother 
wearing a hijab on a school trip 
to uncover herself. 

In response to that contro-
versy, Cadène said that France’s 
law separating church and 
state is not meant to protect a, 
“mythical identity, white and of 
Catholic culture.”
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NEWMAN – This is a year 
farmers want to put behind 
them, but the problem is it isn’t 
over yet.

From an unusually wet and 
cold spring that both delayed 
planting or forced replanting 
after fields flooded, to less 
than ideal harvest conditions, 
corn growers are dealing with 
problems that will linger into 
the next planting season, if not 
longer.

Roger Sy, chairman of the 
Illinois Corn Marketing Board, 
described harvest progress and 
yields as all over the place. He 
said harvest is all but done in 
Southern Illinois, some work 
remains in Central Illinois 
where about 80 to 90 percent 
of the beans are harvested 
and 70-80 percent of the corn 

picked. Northern Illinois is 
another story where between 
60 to 70 percent of the corn 
remains in the field.

An associate that lives in the 
Dakotas is not sure when he 
will harvest. His corn had not 
finished maturing when winter 
arrived and now many of the 
fields are covered in up to three 
feet of snow.

It is unusual for farmers in 
Edgar and Douglas counties 
to still be harvesting this late 
in November. Sy said harvest is 
usually completed by the end 
of October and any fieldwork 
in November usually involves 
chisel plowing or applying an-
hydrous ammonia fertilizer for 
next year’s corn crop. 

“What people are com-
plaining about is they got it in 
(planted) so late, it is not dry-
ing down,” said Sy.

Corn with a moisture con-
tent of 17 percent or more 
is apt to spoil in the bin. The 
grain needs to be at 15 percent 
moisture for long-term storage 
if the goal is to sell it in the fu-
ture. Corn planted late did not 
have enough time to dry nat-
urally in the field to a suitable 
moisture content, and that is 
leading to more delays in the 
harvest.

“The problem is the eleva-
tors can only handle so much 
wet corn,” said Sy. “Monday 
(Nov. 18) the Hume and New-
man elevators closed at 3:30.”

When the elevators close 
farmers have to stop harvest 
unless they have drying bins 
and on-farm storage capacity. 
That option is growing more 
uncertain because of a pro-
pane shortage created by the 
demand for the fuel to dry all 

of the wet grain coming out of 
the field. 

“Iowa is seeing it already,” 
said Sy. “Some places in Iowa 
can’t get propane to dry corn. 
The priority is going to resi-
dential heating.”

Yield is adding insult to in-
jury. 

“I’ve heard as low as 80 
(bushels to the acre),” said Sy. 
“Another guy in one field had 
between 130 and 200. It de-
pended on when it got planted, 
or replanted, and the variety.”

He said yields in this area 
of the state are about 20 per-
cent less than normal years 
and local farmers tell him the 
yield is decent and better than 
expected. The drop is more 
dramatic in Western Illinois 
where yields are running about 
30 percent below normal and 
many farmers are experiencing 

a 60-bushel per acre drop from 
last year.

In supply and demand eco-
nomics, when the supply of a 
desired product declines that 
scarcity is supposed to cause 
a rise in prices but that isn’t 
happening and the reaction of 
traders on the Chicago Board 
of Trade puzzles Sy.

He explained the traders are 
well aware of the acres that did 
not get planted this year and 
the lower yields from what did 
get planted. All of this means 
less corn in the pipeline for 
the coming year. There is also 
a possibility fewer acres will be 
devoted to corn in 2020.

“We are hearing there are a 
lot of acres that won’t be plant-
ed next year while producers 
repair flood damaged fields,” 
he said. “There is also a possi-
bility some of those fields can’t 

be repaired and will go into a 
permanent crop reserve pro-
gram.”

One thing that is dampen-
ing corn prices is the carryover 
from the 2018 harvest that re-
mained unsold when harvest 
started.

According to Sy, that surplus 
may make the traders comfort-
able in keeping prices down 
but he is seeing a demand for 
corn that means 2019 corn 
coming to market has buyers, 
including China despite the 
tariffs.

Sy said swine flu is devas-
tating China’s hog herds and 
the nation is buying hogs and 
grains from the Unites States, 
and other countries, for the 
moment. The need to feed the 
Chinese population is such the 
government is buying from 

Corn Belt reels with uncertainty
Wet and cold year is not over, and unharvested crops may have longer-term effects on market, acreage

See CORN BELT, Page 8B

SNOW DAMAGES CROPS IN NORTHERN STATES

Special to the Prairie Press

Snow and flood has kept farmers out of the fields and frozen crops across the northern and western Corn Belt states.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

With a drier week for some of the 
Corn Belt states, farmers were able to 
enjoy more favorable conditions for har-
vest. 

Nationally, corn harvest is 76 percent 
complete, significantly behind the five-
year average at 92 percent. 

Soybean harvest progress is also 
slightly behind sitting at 91 percent har-
vested with the five-year average at 95 
percent at this time. Northern Corn Belt 
states were hammered by early winter 
weather in late October, pushing farmers 
further behind on soybean harvest. 

Iowa soybean harvest is 95 percent, 
just slightly behind the five-year average 
at 98 percent at this week. However, last 
year at this time, 97 percent of Iowa soy-
bean crops were out. 

Corn harvest is more dramatically be-
hind at 77 percent, up from 64 percent at 
this time last week. However, significant-
ly behind last year’s pace at 90 percent 
and the five-year average at 93 percent. 

Farmers in the center area of the state 
were hit with 2 inches of rain last week, 
keeping them out of the fields a majority 
of the week. In other areas, precipitation 
totaled a half inch or less, causing short 
delays in harvest progress across the 
state. 

Much like Iowa, Illinois finished last 

week at 92 percent of soybeans harvest-
ed, behind the five-year average of 98 
percent. At this time in 2018, 96 percent 
of Illinois soybeans were cut. 

At no surprise, corn harvested is also 
lagging behind at 80 percent. At this 
time last year, 99 percent of Illinois corn 
was harvested, above the five-year aver-
age at 97 percent. 

Southern Illinois farmers experienced 
a little over an inch of rainfall through-
out last week. Other areas of the state 
experienced up to 0.5 inches and up to 
0.6 inches in the northeastern counties 

of the state. 
Soybean harvest in Nebraska has a 

more positive note, sitting right at the 
five-year average at 99 percent. At this 
time last year, only 97 percent of the 
crop was harvested. Farmers throughout 
the state will be finishing up with soy-
beans this week, allowing more focus on 
the corn crop. 

Corn harvest continues to lag behind 
in Nebraska at 85 percent this week, 
behind the five-year average at 91 per-
cent. 

Illinois soy is almost done
Mapping out the near 
completion of soybean 
harvest as corn continues

Special to the Prairie Press

The Illinois corn harvest is only 80 percent complete, a dramatic drop from the 
five-year average of 97 percent.

See HARVEST, Page 8B

The first obvious sign of 
the season-long flood is a 
perfectly level, three-foot 

high ring 
of dried 
mud 
on the 
machine 
shed’s 
siding. Na-
ture put it 
there and, 
in time, 
will likely 
wash it 
away.

Across the road, 100 
feet behind a noticeably 
tilting mailbox, stands the 
empty, sagging farmhouse 
of my youth. It sports no 
mud ring because it sits 
on a small, sandy rise that 
isn’t evident unless you’re 
on a bicycle or roller 
skates.

The house, however, 
has bigger problems than 
mud. Water filled its orig-
inal cellar and basement 
for the first time since the 
tall, imposing levees were 
built to protect it and the 
surrounding farm from the 
Mississippi River in the 
early 1950s. But the levees 
also made the now-pro-
tected river bottoms into 
a bathtub that, once filled 
with record rainfall, has 
nowhere to drain.

The floodwater, made 
stale by summer heat, now 
grows mold in every shady 
spot on the house’s exte-
rior. It especially prospers 
on the screened-in porch 
where my Great-Uncle 
Honey napped after our 
daily noon dinners. Now 
the walls appear to nap as 
each sags noticeably to-
ward the torn screen door 
my father walked through 
a million times on his way 
to and from the fields and 
milking parlor.

I don’t go inside — it’s 
not my family’s house 
anymore — but the 
interior might be worse 
than the exterior because 
several windows are open, 
presumably, to air out the 

Walking 
in the 
shadow 
of hope

ALAN
GUEBERT
FARM AND   
FOOD FILE

See GUEBERT, Page 8B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

SPRINGFIELD — The 
Directors of the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture 
and Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
announced this week the 
release of the state’s second 
Nutrient Loss Reduction 
Strategy (NLRS) Biennial 
Report. This document de-
scribes the continued prog-
ress being made in Illinois 
to reduce nutrient losses 
from multiple sources to 
improve water quality not 
only in Illinois waterways, 
but also in the Mississippi 
River and Gulf of Mexico.

“The report illustrates all 
facets of agriculture coming 
together to promote best 
management practices,” 
said John Sullivan, Depart-
ment of Agriculture Direc-
tor. “The next step is transi-
tioning more farmers from 
awareness of nutrient loss 
practices to application.”

“The 2019 Biennial Re-
port describes some the 
dramatic reductions in to-
tal phosphorus discharges 
from some of the largest 
wastewater treatment fa-
cilities in the state,” said 
Illinois EPA Director John 
Kim. “We’ve already nearly 
met one of our 2025 goals 
of 25 percent reduction of 
phosphorus from the point 
source sector, and we look 
forward to continued nutri-
ent reductions.” 

These reductions are be-
ing realized as a direct result 
of investments by wastewa-
ter treatment facilities to 
meet more stringent nutri-
ent permit limits. Illinois 
officials expect to see con-
tinued progress in meeting 
the long-term goal of 45 
percent reduction in nutri-
ents as additional planned 
wastewater treatment facil-
ity upgrades occur. 

The Illinois NLRS was 
first released in 2015. The 
Strategy’s goal is to reduce 
the amount of nitrogen 
and phosphorus in Illinois 
waterways by 45 percent. 

Making 
progress 
against 
nutrient 
loss in soil

See NUTRIENTS, Page 8B
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Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!
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60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!
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Highly Productive Soils • Lease Open for 2020
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If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

Farmers in Logan and the 
western half of Custer coun-
ties were hit with 1.5 inches 
last week, slowing harvest in 
their area. Northern parts of 
Nebraska received up to 0.5 
inches while other areas saw 
little rainfall. 

Minnesota farmers are 
slightly behind soybean har-
vest sitting at 97 percent with 
the five-year average right at 99 
percent. 

Corn harvest is on track with 
other Midwestern states as 
they sit at 77 percent, up from 
63 percent last week. The state 
also is considerably behind the 
five-year average of 94 percent 
at this time. In 2018, Minneso-
ta had 92 percent of the corn 
crop harvested. 

The entire state experienced 
under an inch of precipitation 
last week, allowing for more 
harvesting days. Chisago, Isan-
ti, Anoka, Wilkin and Otter 
Trail Counties had the most 
precipitation throughout the 
week with totals reaching 0.7 
inches. 

Soybean harvest continues 
slightly behind at 91 percent 
with the five-year average at 95 
percent. Last year at this time, 

soybean harvest reached 93 
percent. 

Indiana corn farmers are 
on pace with nationwide corn 
progress. The state finished 
last week at 80 percent, well 
behind the five-year average of 
91 percent and last year’s pace 
at 91 percent. 

Areas of Indiana saw up to an 
inch of precipitation across the 
state over the week. Delaware, 
Henry, Randolph and parts of 
surrounding counties were hit 
the hardest with up to three 
inches of precipitation, halting 
harvest progress for farmers in 
the area. 

Soybean farmers in North 
Dakota lag behind on harvest 
progress at 84 percent last 
week, continuing behind the 
five-year average of 98 percent 
at this time. Last year at this 
time farmers were at 93 per-
cent harvested. 

Farmers in North Dako-
ta are the furthest behind on 
corn harvest progress with just 
23 percent of the crop cut, up 
from just 15 percent last week. 
The five-year average for the 
state is much higher at 85 per-
cent. Much of the delay was 
caused by early winter weath-
er in mid-October, covering 
crops in North Dakota and 
South Dakota in feet of snow. 

Last week’s precipitation lev-
els allowed for some progress 
throughout the week. Majority 
of rain/snowfall was in the cen-
tral part of the state with over 
0.5 inches. Other areas of the 
state experienced from 0.1 to 
0.4 inches of precipitation. 

South Dakota soybean har-
vest is at 95 percent closing out 

last week, just slightly behind 
the five-year average at 99 per-
cent. 

However, South Dakota 
corn harvest is on track with 
majority of Midwestern states 
lagging behind at 53 percent, 
up from 39 percent the week 
prior. The five-year average is 
91 percent and in 2018 at this 
time, corn harvest was at 80 
percent. South Dakota did see 
some of North Dakota’s snow-
fall during the early harvest 
window in October, slowing 
corn harvest progress. 

Western parts of South Da-
kota saw the most precipita-
tion last week with totals up to 
0.6 inches. Moving farther east, 
precipitation amounts lesson 
up to 0.05 inches in the most 
eastern half of the state for fa-
vorable fieldwork throughout 
the week. 

Soybean harvest in Kansas is 
sitting right at the five-year av-
erage of 92 percent up from last 
year at this time of 80 percent. 

Soybean harvest progress 
is the furthest behind for Wis-
consin farmers with 77 percent 
of the crop harvested, steadily 
behind the five-year average 
pace at 95 percent. Last year at 
this time, 90 percent of the soy-
bean crop was cut. 

Similarly, Wisconsin corn 
farmers are also substantially 
behind the five-year average 
pace of 77 percent at just 44 
percent harvested at the end of 
last week. Last year at this time, 
the state was up from the five-
year average pace at 78 percent 
harvested. 

Southern Wisconsin saw 
the majority of precipitation 

last week with totals over 2.25 
inches. Moving north up the 
state, less rainfall amounts 
were recorded between 0.03 
to 0.25 inches of precipitation 
last week. 

Missouri soybean farmers 
also continue behind at 83 per-
cent harvested, with the five-
year average up at 89 percent. 
However, last year at this time 
just 76 percent of the soybean 
crop was harvested. 

Corn farmers throughout 
the state are also behind the 
five-year average of 96 percent 
when they finished last week 
at 85 percent. Last week at this 
time, 95 percent of Missouri 
corn was harvested. 

Last week, the southern and 
central portions of Missouri 
saw the majority of precipi-
tation between 0.20 to 0.76 
inches. The northern half of 
the state saw less at 0.04 to 0.19 
inches of precipitation. 

Soybean farmers in Ohio 
reached 90 percent harvested 
last week, still slightly behind 
the five-year average of 95 per-
cent. However, in 2018 at this 
time, 88 percent of the soybean 
crop was harvested. 

Ohio corn farmers reached 
75 percent corn harvested last 
week, still significantly behind 
the five-year average of 87 per-
cent and last year’s pace of 81 
percent. 

Northern parts of Ohio saw 
the most precipitation last 
week at amounts totaling 1.86 
to 0.92 inches. Moving south 
down the state, Ohio saw less 
precipitation amounts with 
areas totaling less than an inch 
of rainfall. 

HARVEST
FROM PAGE 7B

Interim goals include reducing 
the amount of phosphorus by 
25 percent and nitrogen by 15 
percent by 2025. Implementa-
tion efforts are led by Strategy 
partners in the Policy Working 
Group and other sector com-
mittees, guided by the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture and 
Illinois EPA, with assistance 
provided by the University of 
Illinois Extension. The Illinois 
NLRS is part of a broader ef-
fort being implemented by 
states in the Mississippi River 
Basin to reduce the amount of 
nutrients entering the Gulf of 
Mexico, which causes a dead 
zone of oxygen-depleted water.

During the reporting period 
of 2017-2018, the agriculture 
sector invested more than $59 
million in nutrient loss reduc-
tion for research, outreach, 
implementation and monitor-
ing. These contributions have 
come from Agriculture Water 
Quality Partnership Forum 
members and other agriculture 
related organizations that are 
working toward reaching the 
goals set forth in the Illinois 
NLRS. 

During that same period, 
over 84,000 people attend-
ed field days, conferences or 
workshops to learn about prac-
tices that can be implemented 

to reduce nutrient loss from 
farm fields. 

The Illinois Department of 
Agriculture administers the 
state-funded Partners for Con-
servation program in coopera-
tion with the states’ 97 Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts.  
The program provides tech-
nical and financial incentives 
to Illinois landowners for the 
construction or adoption of 
conservation practices that re-
duce soil erosion and nutrient 
loading from non-point agri-
cultural sources and improve 
water quality.  Popular practic-
es include conservation tillage, 
cover crops, grass waterways, 
field buffers, streambank stabi-
lization structures and various 
other similar practices.

Illinois EPA issues National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimina-
tion System (NPDES) permits 
to wastewater treatment facili-
ties (point sources) to regulate 
the amount of pollutants that 
can enter Illinois waterways. 
By the end of 2018, Illinois 
EPA had issued 65 NPDES 
permits to wastewater treat-
ment facilities limiting the total 
phosphorus concentrations to 
1.0 mg/L. The Agency expects 
the number of permits with a 
total phosphorus limit to grow 
substantially in the coming 
years.  Data also shows some 
facilities without permit lim-
its are reducing their nutrient 

loads by optimizing existing 
equipment. During the report-
ing period of 2017-2018, the 
point source sector invested 
over $224 million dollars in 
nutrient removal technologies 
and related activities.

The Illinois EPA, through 
its State Revolving Fund 
program, provides low in-
terest loans to point source 
projects addressing water 
quality issues, including nu-
trient pollution. This program 
provided $668,408,486 in 
loans from 2017-2018, with 
$176,191,342 specifically 
spent on nutrient removal 
technologies. In addition, Illi-
nois EPA’s Section 319 grant 
program provides funding 
for nonpoint source projects 
designed to achieve nutrient 
reduction and provides $3.5 
million annually to projects 
mitigating agriculture and ur-
ban stormwater runoff.

The Full Biennial Report is 
available at:  https://www2.
illinois.gov/epa/topics/wa-
ter-quality/watershed-man-
agement/excess-nutrients/
Pages/nutrient-loss-reduc-
tion-strategy.aspx. This Bien-
nial Report will be updated 
again in 2021. The agencies 
and organizations leading this 
effort will continue to collab-
orate and invest in programs 
that meet the goals of the Illi-
nois NLRS.

NUTRIENTS
FROM PAGE 7B

GUEBERT
FROM PAGE 7B

the U.S. despite the tariffs, but 
Sy is not sure how long that will 
continue.  

He noted the South Amer-
ican farming season is under-
way and a good crop there can 
shift China’s buying patterns in 
a few weeks.

Something that may help a 
farm’s bottom line are the fed-
eral payments easing some of 
the loss created by the trade 
war and crop insurance pay-

CORN BELT
FROM PAGE 7B

rooms my brothers, sister 
and I sweated and froze in 50 
years ago. Curtains flutter in 
the October breeze.

Other, more terminal signs 
— broken storm windows, 
patches of missing siding, a 
disconnected gas meter, rem-
nants of a tattered American 
flag — point to the farm-
house’s begging-for-the-bull-
dozer appearance. It has been 
on a downward path since my 
parents sold the farm 20 years 
ago and it now looks like it 
will soon hit bottom.

In truth, the bottom was 
never that far off when we 
lived there. Until I was five 
or six, the house’s furnace 
was a woodstove in the 
kitchen. There was no proper 
basement to flood until my 
father had one dug in the 
mid-1960s. Air conditioning 
finally arrived the year I left 

for college.
Moreover, the house stood 

out for what it didn’t have 
— a dining room, a second 
bathroom, built-in closets, 
level floors, a heated upstairs 
— than what it did have: one 
electrical outlet per room, 
salamanders and turtles in 
the basement, and a front 
door that no one but traveling 
salesmen ever knocked on.

And yet it somehow still 
stands, barely, now at the con-
founding intersection of prac-
ticality and sentimentality. By 
almost every farm measure it 
should be knocked down to 
raise more corn and soybeans, 
not left to raise more farm 
children and memories.

Instead, it has been left to 
wither and age, much like 
our farm programs, disgrace-
fully and unforgivably so. In 
their best days, both were 
simple, unadorned structures 
designed and built to serve 
hardworking people. Now, 

without foolishly large infu-
sions of cash, both fail quickly 
and completely.

Ironically, the most en-
during feature on the tired, 
wreck of a house is its green, 
steel roof. I can’t remember 
who put it on, Dad or the new 
owner, but it was a supremely 
hopeful act to put a 100-
year roof on a 100-year-old 
farmhouse less than a mile 
from one of the fiercest, flood 
prone rivers in the world.

I like that roof. I like its 
hope, forlorn or misplaced 
as it may now be, and I hope 
the owners allow it to stand 
as testament to the hopeful, 
hardworking people who 
once found their futures 
under it.

(Alan Guebert is an 
award-winning agricultural 
journalist and expert who 
was raised on an 720-acre, 
100-cow southern Illinois dairy 
farm. Email him at agcomm@
farmandfoodfile.com.)

ments.
The American Farm Bureau 

Federation issued a report at 
the end of October anticipat-
ing 40 percent of farm income 
for 2019 will be related to fed-
eral payments tied to trade as-
sistance, disaster assistance and 
crop insurance. 

The same report revealed 
farm bankruptcies rose by 24 
percent in 2019, and it was 
the highest year of filings since 
2011. More than 40 percent of 
those bankruptcies occurred 
in the 13-state Midwest region 

consisting of Ohio, Kentucky, 
Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Missouri, Iowa, 
Minnesota, Kansas, Nebraska, 
North Dakota and South Da-
kota.

John Newton, the Farm Bu-
reau’s chief economist, pointed 
to a prolonged downturn in 
the farm economy exacerbated 
by the trade war and two years 
of bad weather contributing to 
the economic woes of the ag 
community.

“I’m not hearing that from 
farmers in this area,” Sy said 

regarding the bankruptcy re-
port, adding those filings may 
be coming from areas with 
marginal and less productive 
ground. 

He said many of the farm-
ers he knows are working with 
their banks regarding debt and 
they are also delaying equip-
ment purchases and adjusted 
inputs to lower expenses.

“2020 is going to be the year 
to watch what they do with 
inputs and if they continue to 
defer replacing equipment,” Sy 
said. 
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Puzzles

Across
 1. Storage device
 4. Disagree with
10. Political organization
11. Playoff appearances
12. Collection of cops
14. Balkan mountain peak
15. Island north of Guam
16. Seizure of someone’s 
property
18. Repeat
22. Beautiful youth
23. Bullfighters
24. Charges a fare
26. Not off
27. Where skaters ply their trade
28. Meson
30. Guru
31. Cycles/second
34. Alternating turns
36. Soviet Socialist Republic
37. Mound
39. Boxer Amir
40. Away from wind
41. Exist
42. Working man
48. British soldier
50. Scrounge
51. Upset
52. The act of escaping
53. Poet Pound
54. Confederate general
55. Midway between south and 
east
56. Becomes hot from the sun
58. Fictitious poet Mailey
59. Not yet purchased
60. Intersperse

Down
 1. Bathing suit
 2. Poignantly different from 
what was expected
 3. A person with the same 
name as another
 4. West Siberian river
 5. Of the membrane lining the 
abdominal cavity
 6. Has a positive electric 
charge
 7. Fish-eating mammal of the 
weasel family
 8. Offerers

 9. Spanish be
12. Chilean province 
Capitan __
13. Father
17. Pestilence
19. Songs
20. Grilling tools
21. Long, winding ridge of 
sand and gravel
25. Court game
29. __kosh, near Lake 
Winnebago
31. Variety of beet
32. Caps

CROSSWORD

33. Rides in the snow
35. Took without
 permission
38. Tall stand to hold
 books
41. Spanish neighborhood
43. Spanish dance
44. Countries of Asia
45. Make fun of
46. Elk Grove High School
47. Network of nerves
49. Greek apertifs
56. Unit of volume
57. South Dakota

CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Paris Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 3601 is expanding 
its community outreach by 
supporting local organiza-
tions.

Community Outreach 
Chairman Bob Bridwell 
said Post Commander Steve 
Spencer and Vice Command-
er Jim Parrish identified two 
organizations that support 
Paris and Edgar County mak-
ing it a better place to live and 

VFW helps local groups

Special to The Prairie Press

Veterans of Foreign Wars Commander Steve Spencer, left, presents a $1,000 donation to Police 
Chief Eric Brown and police administrative assistant Melissa Garner for Shop with a Cop.

raise a family.
The post donated $3,000 to 

United Way of Edgar County 
and that money will be split 
between the Compassionate 
Food Pantry, the Compas-
sionate Clothing Closet and 
Edgar County Homeless Or-
ganization (ECHO). All three 
organizations help families in 
stress.

Another gift of $1,000 was 
given to Shop with a Cop. 
This program helps children 
all over Edgar County obtain 

winter clothing like, coats, 
hats, gloves and shoes just in 
time for Christmas.

Bridwell noted the VFW 
has a scholarship program, 
and the Post serves a public 
breakfast the fourth Saturday 
of the month to raise money 
for the scholarship fund. 

Paris VFW Post 3601 
meets the second Wednesday 
of the month with a free din-
ner for member veterans at 6 
p.m. and the meeting starts at 
7 p.m.

Special to The Prairie Press

VFW Post commander Steve Spencer, left,  presents Bob Brid-
well, right, a check for the United Way of Edgar County to bene-
fit the Compassionate Food Pantry, the Compassionate Clothing 
Pantry and the Edgar County Homeless Organization.

ROTARY CLUB DONATES

Special to The Prairie Press

Marshall Rotary Club President Darren Lycan presents a $500 
check to Marshall Public Library Director Alyson Thompson. The 
gift helps support the library’s literacy curriculum featuring 
Little Book Beginners, a free monthly program for preschools 
and STREAM, a program highlighting science, technology, read-
ing, engineering, art and mathematics for children grades third 
through sixth. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
 
SPRINGFIELD – The 

Thanksgiving holiday week-
end is generally one of the 
busiest travel holiday periods 
of the year. As millions of trav-
elers take to Illinois roadways 
to celebrate Thanksgiving, the 
Illinois State Police (ISP) re-
minds motorists to drive safely.  

ISP Troopers will be highly 
visible on the Interstates and 
heavily traveled state routes 
during the holiday period and 
will aggressively enforce the 
Fatal Four violations of Speed-
ing, DUI, Distracted Driving 
and Seat Belts. 

 Drivers can do their part to 

State troopers prepare 
for hectic holiday travel
Motorists can expect 
strict enforcement of 
all traffic laws

ensure they, and their passen-
gers, experience safe travels 
by keeping eyes on the road, 
obeying all speed limits, buck-
ling seatbelts and not driving 
after consuming alcoholic bev-
erages. These four actions can 
reduce the chances of being 
involved in a traffic crash. 

 Troopers are committed 
to keeping everyone safe by 
removing intoxicated drivers 
from our roadways. Motorists 
are reminded that buzzed driv-
ing is drunk driving. Troopers 
will also be on the watch for 
drivers exceeding speed limits 
and those who choose to drive 
distracted.

“Whether riding in the front 
seat or back, buckle up every 
trip, every time,” said Captain 
Cory Ristvedt.  “Take effort to 
eliminate distractions, before 
the driving begins, in order to 
reduce unnecessary multitask-
ing behind the wheel.”

 The ISP is joining the Il-
linois Department of Trans-
portation, and other law en-
forcement agencies, to remind 
motorists to Click It or Ticket. 
The Click It or Ticket cam-
paign starts Nov. 22 and ends 
Dec. 2.  

The goal of this high-visi-
bility effort is to reduce motor 
vehicle crashes resulting in 
injuries and fatalities. Stepped-
up patrols and seat belt en-
forcement zones will be seen 
throughout the state during 
the holiday period.

EXPECT
MORE,

GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216
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Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, Free 
estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, Downtown 
Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electron-
ics, baby furniture, antiques. 
One item to a complete 
household. Call Robin today.
Open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 9 am-5 
pm. 
We pay cash!

Giant Estate/Tag Sale
Old Brown Shoe Factory
10 Division St  Charleston, IL
Entire bottom floor full of 
antiques and other stuff
Wednesday - Saturday 9am - 
4pm open Thanksgiving Day

Help Wanted
Full Time CNA’s, Nurses and 
Dietary
Must be Licensed and able to 
pass drug screen. Competitive 
Wages and Benefits.
Apply at Marshall Nursing and 
Rehab, 410 N. 2nd St  Marshall   
Monday - Friday

Sewage Treatment Plant 
Operator

City of Paris, IL

Ability to work shifts, including 
weekends & holidays, basic 
math, computer & mechanical 
skills, ability to lift 50-100 lbs., 
high school diploma or equiv-
alent, self motivated, ability to 
work in a team environment, 
obtain B CDL in 6 mos., Class 
4 Wastewater license within 2 
years, Wastewater process exp. 
helpful. Send resume to City of 
Paris, Attn: Bridget Anderson, 
206 S. Central Avenue, Paris, IL 
61944
EOE/Drug Free Workplace

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

1000+ FIREARMS AUCTION 
December 1st 9am 
2601 Lakeland Blvd, Mattoon, 
IL Gatling Guns, Military, 
Winchester 21’s, Lever 
Auctions, SAA’s, Pythons, 
Sporting, Collecting, More! 
(217) 273-5056 
www.bauerauction.com

Nice 2 BR, 1 Bathroom, with 
garage, no pets, references 

required, $625 + deposit
Call 217-264-1379, leave 
message

2 BR, New Carpet, No Pets
18 Center St.  Hume, IL
$400 month + deposit
217-260-1413

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath home 
for sale Approx. 1700 square 
feet with working wood 
fireplace2 car attached garage 
and deck on the back.
Asking $145,000 Call (217) 
826-3100 to view this home    
22298 N Hwy 1  Marshall, IL

Affordable Senior Housing in 
Paris, IL. Rent based on 
income. One bedroom with 
washer/dryer, pet friendly. One 
month free rent. (309) 
673-2252

Large 1 BR apt, newly renovat-
ed, pool for summertime and 
good neighbors in Clinton, IN. 
Need good references and NO 
drugs. Call 765-592-1981 for 
more information.

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 1 bedroom, water, heat, 
and trash included. No Pets. 
$420 dep. $420 mo.
Call 217-466-8280

Persimmon Tree
It’s that time again!
2 cup bags pulp $6.00
Make your favorite recipes or 
use persimmons instead of 
pumpkin; great for breads, 
cookies, pies, endless ideas!
Call (217) 822-8227 leave 
message

Golf Cart- 2011 E-Z Go Txt 48, 
Street Legal, Rear Seat, Charger, 
Cover. Batteries are Two Years 
Old. $2500.00
Call Lindley 217-465-5401 LV 
MSG

Public notice is hereby given 
that on November 20, 2019, at 
9:30 AM the commissioners of 
Drainage District No. 7 of the 
Town of Embarrass, County of 
Edgar will hold an annual meet-
ing of the District for the pur-
pose of discussing the items 
listed on the Agenda below, and 
such other matters which may 
come before the Commissioners. 
The meeting shall be held at the 
following location:

Richard James Law Office
328 N Central
Paris, IL 61944

AGENDA

1.     Public Comments
2. Approval of Prior Meeting 
Minutes
3.    Review and Approval of 

Annual Financial Report
4.  Consider and Take Action on 
Annual Levy
5.    New Business
6.    Adjournment

Prepared by:
Richard L James, Attorney at 
Law
328 N. Central
Paris, IL 61944
(217) 465-2529

Public notice is hereby given 
that on November 20, 2019, at 
10:00AM  the commissioners 
of Drainage District No. 11 
of the Town of Embarrass, 
County of Edgar will hold an 
annual meeting of the District 
for the purpose of discussing 
the items listed on the Agenda 
below, and such other matters 
which may come before the 
Commissioners. The meeting 
shall be held at the following 
location:

Richard James Law Office
328 N Central
Paris, IL 61944

AGENDA

1.    Public Comments
2. Approval of Prior Meeting 
Minutes
3.    Review and Approval of 
Annual Financial Report
4.  Consider and Take Action on 
Annual Levy
5.    New Business
6.    Adjournment

Prepared by:
Richard L James, Attorney at 
Law
328 N. Central
Paris, IL 61944
(217) 465-2529

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 

THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF

BRIAN E. CASTLE, DECEASED.
NO. 2019-P-53

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
- CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death 
of BRIAN E. CASTLE, of 
Monroe, Fairfield County, 
Connecticut, who died on July 
28, 2018. Letters of Office as 
Administrator was issued on 
November 1, 2019, to JANICE 
L. CASTLE, 48 Hawley Avenue, 
Milford, Connecticut 06460, 
whose attorney is E. Robert 
Anderson of Anderson Law 
Offices, 1204 North Main Street, 
P.O. Box 10, Paris, Illinois 61944.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Court at Paris, Edgar 
County, Illinois, or with the 
Administrator, or both, on or 
before May 11, 2020, and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the Executor and to 
the attorney within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Janice L. Castle, Administrator

By:   E. Robert Anderson

Anderson Law Offices
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010
alo@robandersonlaw.com
(217) 465-3535

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS, IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of 
FRANCIS WILLIAM CHITTICK, 
a/k/a  
FRANCIS WILLIAM CHITTICK, 
JR., deceased 
2019-P-54

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
FRANCIS WILLIAM CHITTICK, 
a/k/a FRANCIS WILLIAM 

CHITTICK, JR., of Paris, Edgar 
County, Illinois. Letters of Office 
were issued on November 5, 
2019 to LINDA CHITTICK, 15767 
Sulphur Springs Rd., Paris, 
Illinois 61944, and WILLIAM 
JOHN CHITTICK, 13139 E. 1100 
th Rd., Paris, Illinois 61944, as 
Independent Co-Executors, 
whose attorney is Drew P. Griffin, 
of Jones & Griffin Law Offices, 
P.C., 110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 
8, Paris, Illinois 61944.

     Claims against the Estate 
may be filed in the office of the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court at 
the Edgar County Courthouse, 
Paris, Illinois 61944, or with the 
representatives, or both, on or 
before May 11, 2020, and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representatives 
and to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been filed.

DATED this 9th day of November, 
2019.

LINDA CHITTICK and WILLIAM
JOHN CHITTICK, Independent
Co-Executors of the Estate of
FRANCIS WILLIAM CHITTICK,
a/k/a FRANCIS WILLIAM
CHITTICK, JR., deceased

Drew P. Griffin
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, 
P.C.
110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele: (217) 465-7525
Fax: (217) 466-2230

IN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS

GREG MORGAN and ERIC 
MORGAN,
d/b/a QUALITY FIRST
CONSTRUCTION
Plaintiffs,
v
PATRICIA A. LAWSON, CHERRY 
CREEK
MORTGAGE CO., UNKNOWN 
OWNERS
AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
Defendants,

 Case No. 2019-CH-36

PUBLICATION NOTICE

     The requisite affidavit for 
publication having been filed, 
notice is hereby given you,
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, 
Defendants in the above-enti-
tled suit, that the said suit has 
been commenced in the Circuit 
Court of Edgar County, Illinois, 
by Plaintiff against you and 
other defendants, praying for 
the foreclosure of a Mechanic’s 
Lien recorded on the premises 
described as follows, to-wit:

PART OF OUT LOT NO. 268 TO 
THE CITY OF PARIS, DESCRIBED 
AS BEGINNING 14 FEET WEST 
AND 360 FEET SOUTH OF 
THE NORTHWEST CORNER 
OF LOT NO. 1 OF JOHN C. 
JONES’ FIRST ADDITION TO 
SAID CITY OF PARIS, THENCE 
WEST 135 FEET TO THE EAST 
LINE OF TEN BROECK STREET, 
THENCE SOUTH ALONG THE 
EAST LINE OF SAID STREET 
60 FEET; THENCE EAST 135 
FEET TO THE WEST LINE OF 
THE ALLEY, THENCE NORTH 
ALONG THE WEST LINE OF 
THE ALLEY 60 FEET TO THE 
PLACE OF BEGINNING; BEING 
FURTHER DESCRIBED AS THE 
SOUTH 14 FEET 1 1/3 INCHES 
OF EVEN WIDTH OF LOT NO. 12 
AND THE NORTH 45 FEET 10 
2/3 INCHES OF EVEN WIDTH 
OF LOT NO. 11 IN JOHN C. 
JONES’ FIRST ADDITION TO 
THE CITY OF PARIS, AND BEING 
FURTHER DESCRIBED AS LOT 
NO. 7 OF THE COUNTY CLERK’S 
SUBDIVISION OF SAID OUT LOT 
NO. 268 TO THE CITY OF PARIS

PREIN: 09-18-01-384-008

Commonly known as 810 Ten 
Broeck St, Paris, IL 61944

and which Mechanic’s Lien 
was recorded on property with 
the Edgar County Recorder of 
Deeds, on October 18,2017.

And for such other relief prayed, 
that the summons was duly 
issued out of the Circuit Court 
of Edgar County against you as 
provided by law, and that said 
suit is now pending.

NOW THEREFORE, UNLESS 

YOU, the above Defendants, file 
your answer to the Complaint 
in this suit or otherwise make 
your appearance therein, at the 
Office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court of Edgar County located in 
the Edgar County Courthouse, 
115 West Court, Paris, IL 61944, 
on or before the 9th day of 
December, 2019, default may be 
entered against you at any time 
after that day and a judgment 
entered in accordance with 
the prayer contained in the 
Complaint.

DATED: November 4, 2019, at 
Paris, Illinois.

Angela R Barrett
Clerk of the Court

Richard L. James
328 N. Central P 0 Box 820
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: (217) 465-2529
Fax: (217) 463-1982
rlj@ljameslaw.com

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given 
that on November 12, 2019 a 
certificate was filed in the Office 
of the County Clerk of Edgar 
County, Illinois, setting forth the 
names and post office address 
of all the persons owning, 
conducting and transacting the 
business known as:

Howard & Son Heating, Cooling 
& Refrigeration

Located at 410 West St, Metcalf, 
IL 61940

Owner(s)  Howard Wayne 
Bloxom Jr.

Dated:  November 12, 2019

August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

Project Number 2019-12-0001

Storage Express will hold public 
auctions ending on DECEMBER 
5, 2019, to satisfy liens held on 
delinquent accounts located 
at the below properties and 
ending at the assigned times. 
The auction is an online auction 
conducted at www.storagetrea-
sures.com.
610 E Jasper St, Paris, IL @ 
12:00 PM CST: Chad Blundell 
(309-009).

RESOLUTION

This Resolution authorizes the 
sale of surplus property.

WHEREAS, the Illinois Municipal 
Code allows corporate 

authorities to authorize sale of 
surplus public real estate (65 
ILCS 5/11-76-4.1); and

WHEREAS, the Village has said 
surplus real estate, and

WHEREAS, it would be in the 
best interest of the Village to sell 
said
real estate.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the 
Council of the VILLAGE OF 
KANSAS, ILLINOIS, does declare 
that the ownership interest it 
has in the following described 
real estate to be surplus 
property:

A portion of the vacated railway 
lines, described as follows:

Beginning at the Northwest 
corner of Lot 19 of        Samuel 
Brown’s Heirs Addition to the 
Village of Kansas, thence North 
to the centerline of the right-
of-way of railroad, formerly 
owned by Consolidated Rail 
Corporation, successor-in-title 
to the Cleveland, Cincinnati, 
Chicago and St. Louis Railway 
Company, thence in a south-
westerly direction following said 
centerline to a point which is 
North of the Northwest corner 
of Lot 20, thence South to the 
Northwest corner of Lot 20; 
thence northeasterly along the 
Southern line of said Railroad 
right-of-way to the point of 
beginning.

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 
Mayor shall conduct the sale of 
said property on behalf of said 
Village in the fashion deemed 
best;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that said 
sale shall be done in the best 
interest of the Village.

I declare the foregoing 
Resolution adopted by the 
Council and approved by me this 
6th day of November, 2019.

ROSS CARROLL, Mayor

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TO VACATE ALLEY
Pursuant to Chapter 65 ILCS 
5/11-92-1, a public hearing shall 
be held at the Council Chambers 
at Kansas City Hall, Kansas 
Illinois, at 7:00 p.m. on the 4th 
day of December, 2019, to con-
sider: Vacating an unused alley 
running north of North Street 
between 604 and 606 East 
North Street, Kansas, Illinois.
All interested parties may 
appear and testify at said public 
hearing.

Ross Carroll, Mayor
Village of Kansas

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

LIVE & SIMULCAST ONLINE AUCTION!
MULTI-CONSIGNOR CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

Sunday December 8th @ Noon IL. Time
Antiques, Quality Furniture, Equine Tack & 

Supplies, Collectibles, Advertising Signs & More!
Visit us at calliebaberuction.com 

& click “ONLINE BIDDING!”

NOW HIRING!!!
Field Technician

South Eastern Illinois Territory
Altorfer Ag Products is looking for an experienced 
Field Technician to cover the South Eastern Illinois 

Territory1 Covers the following counties: Edgar, 
Douglas, Coles and Clark. Perform in field service 
and repairs on Terragators, Rogators, Claas Lexion 
Combines, Challenger tractors, and other CAT Ag 

products. Troubleshoot and repair  hydraulic, 
electrical and all other systems.

Come work for a stable company that values your 
hard work, offers amazing benefits and 

advancement opportunities!
Apply: at http://careers-altorfer.icims.com and 

search for Field Technician, Ag, Req No: 2019-3345

An Equal Opportunity Employer/M-F-D-V

Error in printing for the IL Dept. of 
Agriculture Parks E8 Livestock 
Facility legal ad in the in 11/16 

edition.  The public meeting will 
NOT take effect on Dec. 2.   

Sorry for this error.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris    217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  

STORE IT

Call
Today

or 
Stop By
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SALARY SCHEDULE OF GROSS PAYMENTS FOR CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL AND NON-CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL 

Salary Range:  Less Than $25,000
Allen, Candice; Brown, Melis-
sa; Buckler, Carol; Carroll, Judy; 
Goodwin, Kelsey; Goulart, Tiffany; 
Grimes, Denise; Hollis, Shelby; Orin, 
Nancy; Rodrick,Valerie; Roush, Me-
lissa; Snyder, Mary; Tingley, Melissa; 
Tyler, Jana; Weston, Janet; Whitaker, 
Jason; Witmer, Jane; Yantis, Jessica

Salary Range:  $25,000 - $39,999
Carrell, Chrissy; Damler, Meghan; 
Garver, Aaron; Gosnell, Lynsey; 
Herrington, Jennifer; Howe, Han-
nah; Lindsay, Megan; Magee, 
Mary; Magers, Kelsey; Myers, 
Erin; Rollings, Jayme; Sanders, 
Haley; Siebenmorgen, Jacquelyn; 
Trogdon, Kristin; Witmer, Carrie; 

Wood, Morgan

Salary Range: $40,000 - $59,999
Barnes, Susan; Duke, Michelle; 
East, Shelley; Heath, Shawna; Ja-
cobs, Mickey; Lau, Andrea; Law-
son, Melissa; McClain, Amy; Mills, 
Kirsten; Mitchell, Sarah; Pitts, 
Laura; Ripperden, Aimee; Soberg, 
Sandra; Tingley, David

Salary Range:  60,000 - $89,999

Adkison, Kristy; Lynch, Daniel; 

St. Clair, Marry

Salary Range:  $90,000 and over

Young, Danette

Salary Range:  Less Than $25,000 
Abernathy Gary; Abernathy, Rob-
ert; Arrasmith, Trudy; Beabout, 
Charla; Bennett, Tammy; Cal-
houn, Cindy; Crippes, Heather; 
Dosch, Scott; Englum, Lindsay;
Ford, Gary; Haddix, Michelle; 
Horsley, Georgia; Hough, Lori; 
Huddlestun, Lisa; Laughlin, Tan-
ner; Lee, Abby; Maynard ,Debra; 
McConkey, Mariah; Pine, Cather-
ine;Pinkston, Irvin; Porter Tracy; 
Porter, Vince; Rice, Susan; Ring 
Bethany; Ring, Virginia; Robison, 
Megan; Sallee, Tiffany; Scott, 
Ryan; Simons, Kathryn; Smith, 
Helen;White, Melissa; Wright, 
Agnes; Young, Macy; Young, Mat-

thew

Salary Range:  $25,000 - $39,999
Dougherty, Debbie; Haase, Ralph; 
Johnson, Melanie; Thurman, Ter-

ry; Tracy, Scott

Salary Range:  $40,000 - $59,999
Crippes, Teresa; McCarty, Joshua; 
Pattenaude, James, Sturgell, 

Debora

Salary Range:  $60,000 and over

Payments over $2500, excluding wages and salaries

Person, Firm or Corporation
Paris Cooperative  High School
Heartland Bank & Trust Company
MSB Transportation
Quality Plumbing & Heating
Presidio Networked Solutions Group
Ameren Illinois
Kohl Wholesale
Liberty Mutual Insurance
Paris Union School District #95
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Lankster & Gore
VISA Card Services
Constellation New Energy Inc
Pinnacle Computer Services
CDW Government Inc
Sycamore Engineering Inc
Pace Systems Inc
Allred’s Floor Service Company Inc
Egyptian Area Employee Benefit Trust
J.W. Associates
Lexia Learning Systems
Crossroads Door & Hardware Inc
Illinois Public Risk Fund

1,415,461
512,571

424,784
77,010

50,046
45,371
39,910
38,562
37,650
29,865
29,717

25,496
23,896
22,480
20,993
20,796
20,685
18,891
15,583
15,000
14,000
12,474
11,710

GROSS PAYMENT FOR CERTIFIED PERSONNEL

GROSS PAYMENT FOR NON-CERTIFIED PERSONNEL

ANNUAL STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS SUMMARY FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2019

Person, Firm or Corporation Aggregate Amount Person, Firm or Corporation Aggregate Amount
City of Paris 
Prairie Farms Dairy Inc
James D. Motley, CPA
Dell Marketing L.P.
Frontier
Jones & Son
Paris High School
Stout’s Building Services
Fred Biggs Electric Supply
Johnathon McCarty
Dirt Poor Landscaping
Central Illinois Produce
Illini FS Inc
Common Curriculum
RDA Systems Inc.
Ill. Director of Employment Security
Bushue Human Resources Inc.
Ingrum’s Waste Disposal
I.A.S.B.
FGM Architects
D-I Supply Company
Horace Mann Life Insurance
Teachers’ Retirement System

MCC Network Services LLC
Slam Dunk Sports Marketing
Horace Mann Educators
R.P. Lumber Company
Contract Paper Group, Inc.
Masco Packaging & Industrial Supply
Double Bee Fence Co.
Connor Co.
Coon’s Tree Service LLC
BSN Sports LLC
Miller, Tracy, Braun, Funk & Miller
Junior Library Guild
Lunchtime Software LLC
School Lunch Solutions
Ideal Environmental Engineering Inc.
Garaventa
Classroom Resource Center
Neff Company
Discovery Education
NCS Pearson Inc.

Aggregate Amount

11,211
11,127

10,000
 9,621 
 8,620 
 8,360 
 8,314 
 8,110 
 7,504 
 7,500
7,365 
 7,211 

 7,046 
 6,965 
 6,960 
 6,950 
 6,596 
 6,557 
 6,272 
 6,128 

 5,960 
 5,567 
 5,270 

 5,115 
 5,082 
 4,916 
 4,863 
 4,466 
 4,405 
 4,309 
 4,000 
 3,900 
 3,660 
 3,448 
 3,059 
 3,048 
 3,036 
 2,815 
 2,706 
 2,674 
 2,645 
 2,600 
 2,537 

The Federal Motor Car-
rier Safety Administration 
recently issued a Regional 

Emergency 
Declara-
tion due to 
a shortage 
of propane 
in Illinois. 
Illinois is 
one of sev-
en states to 
receive this 
declara-
tion, which 
makes 

it easier to transport and 
deliver propane to areas in 
short supply.

According to the Illinois 
Department of Agricul-
ture, the shortage can be 
attributed to the early onset 
of winter weather and in-
creased demand for fuel for 
drying grain. The unusually 
wet year delayed harvest for 
most farmers and left nearly 
all of them harvesting their 
crops at higher-than-normal 
moisture levels.

Many farmers are still 
struggling to finish har-
vesting crops. According 
to the most recent report 
from the United States 

Early cold and wet weather blamed 
in propane shortage announcement

DALE
RIGHTER
SENATE WEEK 
IN REVIEW

Department of Agriculture, 
the corn harvest in Illinois 
is only 80 percent complete 
at this point, compared to a 
five-year-average of 97 percent. 
Soybeans are only 92 percent 
harvested, which also trails the 
five-year-average of 98 percent.

Those planning to travel 
during the Thanksgiving 
weekend should expect to 
have plenty of company on the 
roads and in the skies.

According to American Au-
tomobile Association, at least 
55 million people are expected 
to travel 50 miles or more for 
the Thanksgiving holiday. That 
projection is 1.6 million higher 
than last year, making it the 
second highest Thanksgiving 
travel volume since the group 
began tracking it in 2000.

AAA is predicting approxi-
mately 49.3 million will travel 
by car, 4.45 million will fly, and 
1.49 million will travel by bus, 
train or boat. People driving 
may want to leave before or 
after Wednesday, the group 
says travel times on that day 
could take up to four times as 
long. Learn more about how 
travel delays could impact per-
sonal holiday plans at https://
newsroom.aaa.com/tag/trav-

el-forecast/    
The Illinois Department 

of Public Health (IDPH) has 
its own recommendations for 
Thanksgiving celebrations to 
prepare and keep food healthy 
and safe.

According to IDPH, there 
are three keys to food safety:
Keep hot food hot and 

cold food cold.
Keep everything in the 

kitchen clean.
Wash hands frequently.
The agency is also remind-

ing people to keep cooked 
foods refrigerated if they are 
not to be served immediately. 
If food is left unrefrigerated for 
more than two hours, there 
is a higher chance of bacterial 
growth.

For the full list of recom-
mendations and tips, please 
visit the IDPH website at 
http://dph.illinois.gov/
topics-services/food-safety/
holidays  

As we prepare for the 
holiday season, the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture 
says a pass to the 2020 Illinois 
State Fair might just be the 
perfect gift for loved ones on 
the shopping list. 

The 2020 Illinois State Fair 

Mega passes are now on sale, 
which offer up unlimited rides 
in both the Carnival Midway 
and Adventure Village. Right 
now it’s just $60 to ride all the 
rides, but the Mega Pass goes 
up to $70 on Jan. 1, and then 
$90 on Aug. 1.

Admission bargain books 
and Seasonal Infield Parking 
Passes are also on sale for the 
2020 event. For more infor-
mation, visit https://www2.
illinois.gov/statefair/Pages/
default.aspx  

(Senator Dale Righter 
(R-Mattoon) represents the 55th 
District in the Illinois Senate. 
Part of his district includes Kan-
sas and Grandview townships in 
Edgar County.)

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – With 
motorists throughout the state 
preparing for Thanksgiving 
travel, the Illinois Department 
of Transportation, Illinois State 
Police and the Illinois Tollway 
remind everyone that the 
brunt of winter is yet to come 
and encourage the driving 
public with “Winter Weather – 
Get it Together.” 

“Illinois winters are unpre-
dictable. Weather and road 
conditions need to be on the 
minds of all travelers these next 
few months,” said Acting Illi-
nois Transportation Secretary 
Omer Osman. “Our snow-
and-ice teams have prepared 
throughout the year to make 
this winter driving season as 
safe as possible. When you 
see them doing their jobs this 
winter, please give them room 
to operate. By planning ahead 
and practicing safe winter driv-
ing habits, you can do your part 
to help ensure the safety of ev-
eryone on the road.”  

Throughout the coming 
months of cold weather and 
adverse conditions, motorists 
should practice basic winter 
driving skills and build extra 
time into their schedules. As 
part of the “Winter Weather 
– Get it Together” campaign, 

travelers are encouraged to 
follow these simple guide-
lines:  
Always wear a seat belt. It’s 

the law in Illinois.  
Slow down. Slower 

speeds, slower acceleration, 
slower steering and slower 
braking all are required in win-
ter conditions. 
Drop it and drive. Put 

down the handheld devices – 
it, too, is the law in Illinois.  
Don’t crowd the plow. A 

snowplow operator’s field of vi-
sion is restricted. A car is not al-
ways visible to the plow opera-
tor. Any plow that’s hit must be 
pulled out of service, resulting 
in one less piece of equipment 
responding to snow and ice.  
Avoid using cruise control 

when conditions are slick. 
Watch out for black ice. A 

road surface may appear clear 
but can be treacherous. 
Be especially careful 

approaching intersections, 
ramps, bridges and shady areas. 
All are prone to icing.
Do not travel during bad 

weather unless absolutely 
necessary. If a trip is required, 
check the forecast and make 
sure someone is aware of the 
travel route. Become acquaint-
ed with local public transporta-
tion options.  
Prepare an emergency 

 “Winter Weather – Get it 
Together” is winter’s slogan

We are … 
 Edgar  
County. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
Andrea Gross, left, accepts a donation for the Edgar County 
Animal Shelter from Elks member Kenny Miller.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Scott Barrett, left, accepts a donation to the Community Nurse 
Christmas Basket from Elks member Cody Ogle.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Paris Elks Club 812 made a donation to help local Boy Scout Troop #295. Front row, left to right, Daniel Adams, Chad Oakes, Chris 
Harrell and Kenny Smith. Back row, left, to right, Elks member Jerry McDaniel, Troy Turner, Jacob Midgley, Trinton Davis, Drew Brad-
shaw, Daniel Bishop and Elks member Chad Stevens.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Brandi Hodgon, left, accepts a donation to ECCF/D.O.It fund 
from Elks member Chad Stevens.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Paris Elks Club #812 made two substantial gifts to help build the new Challenger baseball field for the program that provides special needs children an opportunity to play baseball. The first check 
for $1,750 was from the Elks Club. The second check for $1,020 was a joint gift between the Elks and Kiwanis Club using money earned for hosting the Honeybee Parade. Front row, left to right, Cody 
Ogle, Matt Colvin and Jennifer Osborne. Back row, left to right, Michael Anderson, Kenny Miller, Kevin Woods, Chad Stevens, Lindsey Wilson, Jon Hoffman, Bruce Young and Cody Ogle.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Sue Sheeran, left, accepts a donation to Choices Pregnancy and 
Health from Elks member Jennifer Osborne, right.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Elks member Jerry McDaniel, left, presents a club donation for 
the Edgar County Diabetes Association to Leighsa Cornwell, 
right.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Darla Freeze, center, accepts a donation to Faith in Action from 
Elks members Jason Driver, left, and Jennifer Osborne, right.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

John Youngblood, left, accepts a donation to the Paris Ministeri-
al Association from Elks member Michael Anderson, right.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Sharon Aitken, left, accepts a donation to the Compassionate 
Food Ministry from Elks member Michael Anderson.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Paris Elks Club #812 makes a donation to Paris American 
Legion Post #211. Left to right, Elks member Kenny Miller, Le-
gion Commander Paul Hanks and Elks member Jerry McDaniel.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Paris Elks donate money to help the local Salvation Army. 
Left to right, Elks member Kevin Woods, Jim Cooper for the 
Salvation Army and Elks member Jennifer Osborne.

Elks donate to support charities

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Paris Elks Club donates to Shop with a Cop. Left to right, Elks member Kenny Miller, Jake Robinson, Elks member Jennifer 
Osborne, Phillip Kohlenberg, Toby Krabel and Cody Jewell.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Christmas came early for 
several charitable organiza-
tions doing good work in Ed-
gar County. 

The Paris Elks Club #812 
met Tuesday, Nov. 19, at the 
American Legion Post for 
the annual giving of contribu-
tions. Approximately $8,500 

was disbursed among 13 or-
ganizations.

Elks president Chad Ste-
vens said more money will 
be distributed after the club 
receives more than $5,000 in 
grants from the state and na-
tional Elks organizations.

“We are giving about 
$14,000 back to the commu-
nity this year,” said Stevens.
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